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Summary  

Godwin Bowman & Martinez will shut the doors of its Houston office at the end of this month and its 

former managing partner and chief operating officer there will join the appellate practice group in Reed 

Smith LLP's Houston office. 
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Appellate lawyer R. Alan York is set to begin with Reed Smith on Oct. 1, one day after Godwin Bowman 

officially closes the Houston office it has operated for about 10 years. 

Bruce Bowman, shareholder and vice president of Godwin Bowman, told Law360 on Tuesday that with the 

firm's defense of Halliburton Co. in the Deepwater Horizon oil spill litigation winding down, it no longer 

made economic sense for it to operate a Houston office in addition to its Dallas headquarters. 

“Economically, it makes sense to do it now,” he said, adding that just two attorneys remained in the Houston 

office that had once housed 10 or 12. “There was a settlement [in the Halliburton litigation] and there's still 

a few things going on, but nothing major that you need an office to help handle.” 

York told Law360 Tuesday that for the past several years he had been one of the lead attorneys representing 

Halliburton in Deepwater Horizon-related civil litigation and investigations. 

“I realized I wanted a larger platform to be able to market additional services to my clients,” he said, listing 

reasons why Reed Smith was an appealing job offer. “And I was also looking for a strong base of litigators 

in the office.” 

York worked for Godwin in the Houston office from 2004 until 2008, when the office closed and the firm 

left the Houston market. He commuted between Dallas and Houston until the firm re-entered Houston in 

2010. 
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He got his undergraduate degree at the University of Houston and his law degree at the University of 

Houston Law Center. He said staying in Houston was a consideration in making the choice to move to Reed 

Smith. 

York said the firm's growth in the Houston market also made the job appealing. In May, Reed Smith added 

Bruce Blefeld to its antitrust and competition practice group there, and Nic Barzoukas and Josh Davis joined 

its intellectual property practice group in March. Reed Smith opened its Houston office in 2013 and employs 

60 attorneys there. 

“Alan's appellate board certification confirms that his excellent reputation within the appellate community 

in Texas is well deserved,” Kim Watterson, chair of Reed Smith's appellate group, said in a statement. “His 

significant trial and appellate experience are outstanding complements to both our local and national 

practices. We are delighted that he's joining us.” 

York has been named among the top lawyers in Houston seven times by H Texas magazine and has been 

named a Texas super lawyer 13 times. 

--Editing by Brian Baresch. 
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