
Posted 9/1/16: 

Subscription required 

 

Ken Bailey, Founding Partner, Bailey Peavy Bailey Cowan Heckaman, Beaumont 

 

Ken Bailey, founding partner In Bailey Peavy Bailey Cowan Heckaman, typically works behind the scenes 

on mass torts and personal injury litigation. 

"Throughout my career my primary niche was negotiating," said Bailey, 69. 

After receiving his law degree from the University of Houston in 1972, Bailey worked as an in-house 

attorney for General Crude Oil Co. 

In 1983, Bailey joined Provost Umphrey in Beaumont, representing clients who had suffered lung 

injuries and cancers as a result of asbestos exposure. He helped settle two famous class actions, Jenkins 

v. Raymark Industries in 1986 and Cimino v. Raymark Industries in 1991, which led to settlement of 

thousands of asbestos-related claims for numerous firms throughout Texas. After Raymark announced it 

would file for bankruptcy the next day if the Jenkins plaintiffs didn't accept its settlement offer, Bailey 

negotiated all night to reach a settlement with another group of defendants, which he said allowed the 

acceptance of the Raymark settlement proposal. 

In 1994, Bailey co-founded Williams Bailey, one of five firms that then-Texas Attorney General Dan 

Morales hired in 1995 to represent the state in its suit against major tobacco interests. Bailey was 

among the attorneys who negotiated the settlement reached in 1998 in State of Texas v. The American 

Tobacco Co. Totaling $17.3 billion, it was the largest single civil litigation settlement in history at the 

time. 

Bailey founded Bailey Peavy Bailey in 2005 and has continued representing plaintiffs in personal injury 

and products liability cases. In July 2015, the South Carolina Supreme Court affirmed Bailey's victory in 

State ex rel. Alan Wilson v. Ortho-McNeil-Janssen Pharmaceuticals, one of several suits in which he 

represented a state against the drug manufacturer. The court reduced the penalty against Janssen and 

its parent company Johnson & Johnson from $327 million to $124 million. 

 


