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Summary  
 

Greenberg Traurig LLP augmented its bankruptcy practice on Tuesday, adding a seasoned partner who 

previously worked on both restructuring and distressed asset acquisition in energy, real estate and other 

sectors at Haynes and Boone LLP. 

Body   
Greenberg Traurig LLP augmented its bankruptcy practice on Tuesday, adding a seasoned partner who 

previously worked on both restructuring and distressed asset acquisition in energy, real estate and other 

sectors at Haynes and Boone LLP. 

Lenard M. Parkins brings three decades of experience representing companies, lenders, creditors 

committees and other parties in both in- and out-of-court restructuring as well as transactions to the firm's 

business reorganization and financial restructuring practice. Parkins joins as a partner and will practice out 

of both New York and Houston, according to the firm. 

"The opportunity to join Greenberg Traurig's huge domestic and international platform and prominent 

national bankruptcy practice was one I couldn't refuse," Parkins told Law360. 

At Haynes and Boone, Parkins represented the Related Cos. LP in a dispute with real estate developer 

Shelbourne North Water Street LP over the stalled Chicago Spire project. Creditors led by Related hit 

Shelbourne with an involuntary Chapter 11 petition in Delaware bankruptcy court in October 2013, and 

Shelbourne agreed to transfer ownership of the site in November 2014. 

He had also represented Related in its acquisition of the distressed mortgage of Manhattan condo 

development One Madison Park, which saw the developer end up taking over the property after a 

contested bankruptcy. 

In another case, Parkins won inclusion of an $83.9 million claim by Five Mile Capital Real Estate 

Advisors LLC in the Innkeepers USA Trust bankruptcy. 

He also went to bat for creditors PIM Ashford Subsidiary I LLC and Ashford Sapphire Acquisition LLC 

in the Transwest Resort Properties Inc. bankruptcy in Arizona. 
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Looking ahead, Parkins expects to see bankruptcy filings by energy exploration and production firms 

cases continue, and noted that a recent ruling by Manhattan federal bankruptcy Judge Shelley C. Chapman 

dealing with midstream contracts will likely affect many restructurings in the industry. 

Parkins also anticipates the energy market slump affecting real estate in the Houston area. 

"Historically, in Houston, when there has been an energy crisis there has been a real estate collapse after 

that because energy companies size down. We haven't seen that so much yet, but I wouldn't be surprised if 

we did," Parkins said. 

Parkins earned his law degree at the University of Houston Law Center, where he has more recently 

taught a Chapter 11 strategy and litigation seminar. 

After graduating from law school, Parkins practiced at Sheinfeld Maley & Kay and Verner Liipfert before 

moving on to Haynes and Boone, where he practiced for 17 years. 

Nancy Mitchell, who co-leads Greenberg Traurig's New York office as well as its restructuring practice 

group, said Parkins is an example of the firm's "commitment to recruiting talented attorneys in areas to 

address the needs of our clients." 

"Lenny's unparalleled experience coupled with the wide range of clients he represents adds depth to our 

team and will continue to strengthen the firm's restructuring practice," Mitchell said in a statement. 

Greenberg Traurig grew its restructuring practice last year, adding a former McDermott Will & Emery 

LLP partner to lead the firm's power industry projects and restructuring group in November. 

The firm also brought on a former Morgan Lewis & Bockius LLP partner in New York with experience 

advising on securities offerings and restructurings in the energy industry in October. 

Last month, Greenberg announced that it had nabbed the former managing partner at DLA Piper's Dallas 

office along with another partner, both of whom practice securities and complex commercial law, 

following the hiring of two other DLA Piper attorneys in March. 

--Additional reporting by Benjamin Horney. Editing by Emily Kokoll. 
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