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C O N T R A C T S 
 

FALL 2013 

JOHNNY REX BUCKLES 

PROFESSOR OF LAW 

CLASSROOM: 144 TU2 

TUESDAY: 9:00 – 10:20 A.M. 

WEDNESDAY, FRIDAY: 10:30-11:50 A.M. 

 

I.  Purpose of Course. 

 

This course is designed to teach students the law of contracts, including (i) the elements of an 

enforceable contract; (ii) the interpretation of contract terms; (iii) contract performance and breach of 

contract; (iv) defenses to breach of contract; (v) remedies for breach of contract.  

 

II.  Topics to Be Discussed in this Course and Corresponding Reading Assignments 

(Subject to Revision by the Professor).1 

 

Introduction 

 

Assignment 1: 1-2; Hawkins (2) 

Assignment 2: Bayliner (4); 8-10; UNSI (10); 14-15; 21-24 (omit note 1)  

Assignment 3: Sullivan (15); 27-31 

 

Contract Formation 

A.  Consideration and Alternatives to Consideration 

 

Assignment 4: 31-35; Hamer (35); 42; Dyer (43) 

Assignment 5: Feinberg (48); Kirksey (58); 61; Lake Land (62); 68-70 

Assignment 6: 71-73; Strong (73) (omit note 3 and problem); 76; Mattei (76) 

Assignment 7: 80-81; Zoltek (81); Wood (86); 90-92 

Assignment 8: Ricketts (92); 95-97; Feinberg (97); 99-100; 112-113; Cotnam (114) (omit notes); 

Callano (117); Pyeatte (121) 

 

B.  Offer, Acceptance, and Termination of Power to Accept 

 

Assignment 9: 125-126; Lucy (126); 140 (starting with The Offer)-141; Owen (142); Fairmount 

Glass Works (145) 

Assignment 10: 148; Lefkowitz (148); Kastorff (read entire handout) 

Assignment 11: 156-157; International Filter (157); 166-167; Allied Steel (167); 170; Corinthian 

Pharmaceutical Systems (170); 175-177   

                                                 
1 Unless otherwise indicated in this syllabus or in class, all reading assignments in this schedule are from the 

required textbook.  Students will also be responsible for those selections of the supplement to which class discussions 

refer. All assignments should be read carefully unless they are expressly designated as suitable for skimming. 
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Assignment 12: 177-181; Dickinson (181); 184-187 

Assignment 13: 187-188; Drennan (188); 194-97; Wilson (197) 

Assignment 14: 199-206; Dorton (206); C. Itoh (210); 212-213; 217; Northrop (218) 

 

C.  Precontractual Liability  

 

Assignment 15: 234-236; Hoffman (236); 252; Grossman (252)  

 

Other Topics in Contracts  

 

(forthcoming; includes Contract Interpretation, Remedies, Performance, and Defenses to 

Breach) 

 

 

III.  Required Materials. 

  

A.  Textbook:  Farnsworth, Young, Sanger, Cohen and Brooks, Contracts: Cases 

and Materials (8th ed. 2013). 

 

B.  Supplement:   Farnsworth, Young, Sanger, Cohen, Brooks and Garvin, Selections 

for Contracts 2013. 

 

In addition to these required materials, students may receive photocopied materials or links to 

electronic sources to supplement or replace material appearing in the textbook.  Students are 

responsible for reading such materials as assigned. 

 

IV.  Reading Assignments. 

 

Students must read the assigned portions of the required textbook in accordance with this 

syllabus.  Each reading assignment must be completed by the date corresponding to the assignment 

in this syllabus. 

 

V.  Class Participation. 

  

 Students must participate sufficiently and professionally in class (as determined by the 

professor) in order to pass this course.  Within the scope of the foregoing, each student should be 

prepared to respond to questions every other day of class.   

 

The professionalism expected of students includes (1) showing respect for every class member at 

all times; (2) diligently preparing in advance for every class unless you notify me in advance of why 

you justifiably cannot prepare adequately; and (3) seriously striving to learn the material as it is 

presented in class, even if that requires you to schedule office visits with the professor and/or participate 

in a study group. 

 

VI.  Evaluation. 
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Assuming sufficient class participation and professional conduct, a student’s grade will be 

based upon the student’s performance on the final exam.   

 

VII.  Office Hours. 

 
Unless otherwise announced periodically in class, office hours will be Wednesday and Friday, 

9:30 – 10:20 a.m., and other times by appointment.  The professor will follow a literal “open door” policy 

when a student is in his office. 

 

VIII.  Student Handbook and Compliance with Honor Code. 

 

Each student is responsible for complying with the requirements governing students in the 

University of Houston Law Center’s student handbook.  With respect to the attendance policy, each 

student must record his or her class attendance and report to the professor concerning the same.  


