
Life and Health Insurance
Course Description Fall 2013
Professor Seth J. Chandler

This course will cover the law and policy of contemporary life and health insurance. It will do 
so using a non-traditional problem-based method and somewhat of a “flip method” as the 
primary vehicle for instruction.  Students participating in this course should expect a high level 
of interactivity with the instructor and with each other.  It will be more like a simulation course 
or clinic than a traditional law course. Students should expect greatly to develop their research 
skills in the life and health insurance areas as a result of this course.

The course will begin with a brief introduction to insurance regulation and discuss issues of 
contract interpretation, special remedies, underwriting discrimination, regulatory jurisdiction, the 
role of intermediaries and special insolvency procedures.  We will also discuss the economics of 
insurance more generally. 

In the life insurance component of the course, which will be done first this semester due 
to uncertainties over implementation of  the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act 
(Obamacare) that may be better resolved by October, we will study traditional contract issues 
of life insurance as well as regulation of life insurance under state laws concerning reserves, 
non-forfeiture, federal tax law and the mixture of laws governing life insurance as a security 
both in primary and secondary transactions. We will also spend some time making sure 
students understand at a very basic level the mathematics of life insurance, including the role of 
investment risk, mortality risk and lapse in determining prices and profitability. Annuities will also 
be studied briefly in this segment of the course.

The health insurance component of the course will focus on Obamacare but will do so against 
the background of ERISA, COBRA, HIPAA, the ADA, and GINA. Students will learn about 
claims processing regulations, transitional “bill of rights” provisions under Obamacare, the 
Exchanges, the individual mandate, the employer “mandate”, wellness and risk adjustment 
provisions including transitional reinsurance.  The last segment of the course will survey the two 
main public insurance schemes, Medicare and Medicaid.

This course will likely be difficult.  Although there is very little assigned reading, this is deceptive. 
Students will end up reading and researching a great deal in order to answer the questions. 
The idea is to simulate the real world in which students are seldom given a “casebook.” Rather 
lawyers use a variety of sources that they themselves dig up in order to resolve specific 
questions.  

Grading will be based in part on a final exam (20% of course grade) but mostly (80%) on a 
set of exercises that will be distributed throughout the course.  You may work either as a solo 
practitioner on the exercise or as part of a two-person firm, in which case your grade will be 
joint.  The members of the firm will need to certify subject the Honor Code that they spent  
approximately equal amounts of time on the exercise. I will drop from consideration 15% of your 
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grades. Thus, if you are busy some week and can not do an assignment, just don’t do it. Take 
a zero knowing that if you do this infrequently there will be no consequence. But be careful. 
There are no excuses (other than state certified religious observances) for failing to hand 
in an assignment in a timely way.  So keep a buffer in case you have some sort of personal 
emergency.  There are no make up assignments; no extensions. You will just get a zero. I will 
try to grade the assigned homework as swiftly as I am able. Finally, I reserve the right to raise 
or lower student grades by one unit (e.g. B+ to A-) based on extraordinarily good or bad class 
participation.

Classes will not be traditional for law school. I will use a variant of what is now being called “The 
Flip Method.” The idea is that I will introduce the topic through a lecture. Frequently, though 
not always, this lecture will be a video that is available a few days ahead of the class session. 
We will spend most classes (a) discussing the preceding problem set that I have collected; (b) 
introducing new material and supplementing any video lecture that may have preceded it; and 
(c) discussing the new problem set and resolving questions you may have about it or the lecture 
for the day. I will very seldom use “the Socratic Method” in this course. I will attempt to be as 
much of a “coach” or “senior partner” as a traditional professor.  Students are encouraged to 
contact me via email or Skype in the event they have questions about an assignment. 

You can reach me via email at schandler@uh.edu.  If you need an in person conference, I will 
hold Office Hours on Tuesdays from 10:30 - noon or by appointment.  My office phone is 713-
743-2123.

Finally, the syllabus is not in its final form.  I will be tinkering with assignments particularly for the 
latter half of the course over the next few weeks and, depending on developments, thereafter.  
Do not rely on assignments four or more weeks out as being in absolutely final form.  I do  not 
anticipate, however, any significant changes in the topics addressed in the course.
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