
Course:    5297 Human Trafficking Law – Fall 2013 TH 4:00 – 6:00 p.m.
Instructor:   Edward F.  Gallagher  

Content: This class will focus on human trafficking and related state, federal, and international responses to 
what is now commonly referred to as modern day slavery. We will cover legal and public awareness 
measures being taken to prevent, deter, and respond to human trafficking, including the social service 
organizations that are critical to the restoring victims and preparing witnesses in trafficking cases. The class 
will begin by focusing on the legal definitions and framework of trafficking and move to an historical 
overview of state and federal laws passed to address trafficking offenses, involving both U.S. citizens and 
immigrants placed into labor servitude or the commercial sex trade. The Trafficking Victim’s Protection Act 
and its twelve years of progress will be covered along with the visas and witness issues that are common 
with trafficking victims. During the class you will see how this framework guides the United States’ effort to 
combat human trafficking in both domestic and international forms. There will be guest speakers invited to 
class to make presentations on such topics as corporate liability, restitution and forfeiture, sex tourism, 
domestic cults, victim services, and public awareness/advocacy campaigns.    

*The views expressed during class by the professor do not necessarily reflect the views of his employer.

Grade: The grade in this case will be based on a research paper of the student’s own choosing that critically 
examines a human trafficking topic related to class.  The topic must be approved by the professor in advance. 
The paper should be approximately 20 pages double-spaced, 14 point font. I will provide additional guidance 
on the format and content during the class.  Attendance and participation will comprise 10% of your grade. 
The paper will comprise the remaining 90% of your grade.

Attendance: The law school mandates that you attend 80% of the classes. You must comply with this 
requirement.  Attendance will be taken each class.   

Participation: The class will be more beneficial to all if you participate in discussions and make a good faith 
effort to read all of the materials.  This will also improve your grade.

Office Hours: 
Please email me at ed.gallagher@usdoj.gov to set up an appointment. 

Reading:  There will be handouts and case materials provided in advance of each class. You are expected to 
read the material and come to class prepared to discuss the factual and legal issues raised in the material.  
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