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Course Information 
 

Course Objectives 
This course will focus on an introduction to the American legal system and the skills and strategic 
planning lawyers must possess to succeed within it.  The curriculum will be problem-based, using 
transactional and litigation fact-pattern simulations to enable students to develop essential lawyering 
skills such as legal research, analysis, and communication. 

Class Attendance 
In accordance with the Law Center attendance rules, you may miss no more than five scheduled 
classes or mandatory class activities this semester.  On your sixth absence, I will send you to the 
Associate Dean for Student Affairs for consideration of withdrawal from the Law Center.  I reserve the 
right to count you as absent if you are not in the classroom or other specified location ten minutes after 
the class has begun or are unprepared for class. 

Quizzes and  Ungraded Assignments 
Quizzes: 
From time to time during the semester and without prior warning, I may give quizzes to test your 
comprehension of the material.  These quizzes may be in the form of written questions during class or an 
interactive quiz accessed on the computer.   
Ungraded Assignments: 
Throughout the semester I will assign a number of ungraded assignments that you must complete to my 
satisfaction.  Any work that in my discretion does not reflect a good faith effort will have to be redone to 
an acceptable standard within a prescribed time; additionally, I may require a rewrite because an 
assignment needs further work.  Many due dates for assignments are reflected on the class syllabus, and 
other due dates will be announced in class. All ungraded assignments must be turned in and are due at the 
beginning of the class on the due date, unless otherwise stated.  You will receive no written feedback for 
any ungraded assignment turned in late. In addition, 5% of your final grade is class preparation and 
participation, which includes consideration of any ungraded assignment turned in late or not turned in at 
all. 

Grades 
Your final grade in this class will consist of the following: 

1. Class Participation and preparation grade (5%); 
2. Closed research legal analysis grade (15%); 
3. Contract grade (20%); 
4. Open research legal analysis grade (60%). 

 
If you are ill or are otherwise unable to turn in your graded assignments on time, you may seek an 
accommodation only by notifying  me by email or telephone on or before the due date & time. If by 
telephone, you must speak directly with me, 713-743-2068, or with the LRW secretary at 713-743-2756.  
If any of the three graded assignments is late by not being turned in on the day and at the time it is due, 
beginning at the time it is due, I may reduce your class grade by one letter grade for each hour it is late.  
For example, if your original class grade based on your three assignments and participation would have 
been an A- and you turned the memorandum assignment in three hours after the deadline, your class 
grade could be reduced to a B-. If any of the three assignments is turned in after 5:00 p.m. on the due 
date, I will not accept it, and your course grade will be an F. I will consider extensions for true 
emergencies only.  Computer problems, including printer problems, do not constitute emergencies.  
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Final Grade:   
UHLC requires that the average of grades in this LRW section be between 2.8 and 3.2. If your final grade 
this semester is an F, you will be required to repeat this course.  

Formatting Guidelines for Assignments 
Except for ICW exercises, and exercises in any workbook, all assignments you turn in must conform 
to these specifications: 
1. Use Times New Roman or Courier 12-point type on white 8 ½ x 11 paper. 
2. Double space each assignment, and use one-inch margins on all sides. 
3. Place page numbers at the bottom right of each page, beginning page numbering on page two.  
4. Staple your paper in top left corner. 
5.   Conform to all other requirements stated in the assignment sheet for each assignment. 

Honor Code 
The Honor Code applies to this class. You are responsible for complying with the Honor Code and for 
knowing its provisions.  If you have questions about a certain activity, please ask me. 

Legal Writing Center 
All UHLC students may obtain free individual tutoring at the Legal Writing Center, located in room 14C 
BLB, just next door to the LSS suite.  Several outstanding third-year law students staff the Legal Writing 
Center.  On ungraded assignments and on graded assignments after they are due and turned in, tutors 
will answer your questions on legal writing, research, and citation, and discuss their opinions on 
skills and strategies with you.  They also will be able to help you with basic grammar, proper 
English usage, and sentence/paragraph construction.  You may schedule appointments with the 
Writing center tutors by calling 713-743-0759 or emailing C_LawLegalWritingCenter@central.uh.edu. 
Walk-ins are also welcome.  Additionally, the Center will email “Writing Tips of the Week” to you. At 
my discretion, I may require a student to consult with the Legal Writing Center to get assistance on 
particular areas of weakness the student’s work reflects. If I require you to consult with a tutor in the 
writing center and you fail to do so, that failure may be counted in your 5% participation grade. 

Web Course/E-mail Accounts 
We will be using a web course maintained by Lexis/Nexis where I will post messages and important 
materials for the class.  I will require you to register for the web course and will hold you responsible for 
all material I post. From time to time, I will send you important messages via either the email address 
you’ve used to register for the web course or your law school email address, and I will assume that you 
will check both accounts (if they are different). 

Computer Use and Other Disruptions 
In accordance with the Law Center’s computer use policy, I prohibit computer use in class for anything 
other than completing activities I direct, taking notes, or accessing previous notes for my class, unless 
otherwise directed by me. Similarly, to avoid disrupting the class, unless I give you permission, please 
turn off your cell phone or beeper and avoid talking with your colleagues during class.  

 


