
 Supreme Court Term, Dow, Fall 2014,  

 Syllabus and Course Description. 
 

 

 The reading material for this course consists of Supreme Court opinions 

handed down during the October 2013 Term. You must acquire copies of these 

opinions for yourselves, and are required to have a copy of the opinion with you in 

class when we are discussing it.  The opinions are reported in volume 134 of the 

Supreme Court Reporter, and page numbers listed next to the cases below refer to 

page numbers in those volumes.   

 

 My assistant, Charlette Jefferson, sits outside my office, which is room 120, 

of BLB.  (Charlette’s email address is cmjeffer@central.uh.edu; her direct dial is 

713-743-2120.)  The papers, discussed more in the paragraph below, must be 

delivered to her.   

 

 This semester, this course is a “writing course,” i.e., a “WRC” course.  The 

general parameters for such courses can be found at the following link: 

http://www.law.uh.edu/schedule/Fall2014.asp.  The specific requirements for this 

course are as follows:  (1) Each student must write one paper for three of the four 

sections of the course; (2) each of the three papers may be no more than 2000 

words, and the aggregate word count for all three papers must be between 5000 

and 5500 words (the paper you turn in must include a statement as to how many 

words it contains); (3) hard copies of the papers must be delivered to my assistant 

no later than 6 p.m. on the Tuesday that the case(s) covered in the paper are 

discussed in class (you may not deliver papers by email or as attachments to 

emails); (4) the content of the papers must be completely analytical (they are not 

book reports, hornbook chapters, or encyclopedia articles).   

 

 (I will say more about the content of these papers during the first class, and I 

will not repeat this discussion of content, so it is important you pay close attention 

when I discuss it.)     

 

 Seventy-five percent of your grade will be based on the aggregate grade of 

the three papers; the remaining twenty-five percent of your grade will be based on 

class participation (about which I will say more during the first class).   

 

  

 

 

 * * * * *  

 

http://www.law.uh.edu/schedule/Fall2014.asp
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GROUP 1.   

 

Week of Aug 25: 

 

  Susan B. Anthony v. Driehaus, 2134-47, 

   (prudential standing; false speech).  

 

  (No papers permitted this week.)  

 

Week of Sep 1: 

 

  Harris v. Quinn, 2618-58, 

   (compelled speech). 

   

 Week of Sep 8: 

 

  Utility Air Reg. Group v. EPA, 2427-58, 

   (greenhouse gas regulation); 

 

  EPE v. EME Homer City, 1584-1621, 

   (cross-border regulation).  

 

Week of Sep 15: 

 

  Town of Greece v. Galloway, 1811- 54, 

   (est. cl. and prayer before gov’t business).  

 

 

GROUP 2.   

 

Week of Sep 22: 

 

  Schuette v. BAMN, 1623-83, 

   (Mich. ban on race-cscness).  

 

Week of Sep 29: 

 

  McCullen v. Coakley, 2518-50 

   (Mass. abortion protest limits). 
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Week of Oct 6: 

 

  Riley v. California, 2473-98, 

   (cell phone searches); 

 

  Fernandez v. California, 1126-44, 

   (consent to search home). 

 

 

GROUP 3. 

 

Week of Oct 13: 

 

  Ward v. Moss, 2056-70, 

   (qualified immunity); 

 

  Plumhoff v. Rickard, 2012-24 

   (fourth amend.).  

   

Week of Oct 20: 

 

  Hall v. Florida, 1986-2012, 

   (death pen and intell. disability); 

 

  White v. Woodall, 1697-1710, 

   (limit on fed habeas relief). 

 

Week of Oct 27: 

 

 (no class Thurs Oct 23) 

 

  Alice Corp. v. CLS Bank, 2347-61, 

   (patents and laws of nature); 

 

  ABC v. Aereo, 2498-2518, 

   (rebroadcasting). 
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GROUP  4.   

 

Week of Nov 3: 

 

  (no class Thurs Nov 6) 

 

  Abramski v. US, 2259-83, 

   (guns and straw purchasers);  

 

  or (TBD)  

 

  McCutcheon v. FEC, 1434-89, 

   (aggregate campaign finance limits).  

 

Week of Nov 10: 

 

  NLRB v. Noel Canning,  2550-2618, 

   (recess appointments). 

 

Week of Nov 17: 

 

  Burwell v. Hobby Lobby, 2751-2806, 

   (ACA and religious exemption); 

 

  Wheaton College v. Burwell, 2806-17, 

   (ACA and religious exemption). 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 


