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Introduction to American Law 

Fall 2020 

Professor Nieuwveld (Adjunct) 

Telephone: 346-331-0214 (cell) 

Email: lbnieuwv@central.uh.edu  

Course Description:  

Welcome to the University of Houston Law Center and the study of American law! 

This course strives to provide perspective and understanding of the basic legal 

concepts and mechanics of the U.S. legal system. This class will cover topics 

including, but not limited to, government structure, the judicial system, civil 

procedure, constitutional law, torts, contracts, criminal law and procedure  

 

Class sessions:  

Tuesdays and Thursdays, 2:30p.m. – 4:00p.m.  

The week of August 17th the class meets Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and 

Thursday from 2:30-4:00p.m. 

 

Course Learning Objectives: 

 This course aims to provide an overview knowledge of the majority legal 

approaches amongst the fifty states within the United States on important common law 

subjects. This course is only able to provide a high level tasting of key issues in these legal 

fields and should not be viewed as sufficiently substantive for preparing for any bar exam. 

At the conclusion of the course: 

1. Students will be able to explain Federalism, the dual court system, the US 

governmental structure and the overview of a common law system; 

2. Students will recognize and identify the core elements of US judicial opinions (i.e. 

case law), including the issue, rule and holding; 

3. Students will identify and analyze the key issues in Civil Procedure as outlined in 

the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure; 

4. Students will identify and analyze the key issues in US Constitutional Law; 

5. Students will identify and analyze the key issues in US Tort law; 

6. Students will identify and analyze the key issues in US Contract Law; and 

7. Students will identify and analyze the key issues in US Criminal Law and 

Procedure. 

 

Class structure: ONLINE 

 The course structure is online distant learning, and it will be subject to adjustment 

and modification as the semester progresses to ensure best practices and efficacy with each 

student as is reasonably possible. 

 For each class online session the core lecture will be prerecorded and made 

available for the students at least 24 hours prior to the online synchronous session. The 

students are expected to watch the pre-recorded lecture in addition to the assigned reading 

and be prepared for an in-depth discussion during the designated class time. 

 The synchronous sessions will begin at the designated time but will likely end early 

to reflect the pre-recorded lecture time. The professor will remain available after the 

synchronous online discussion times to answer questions, as needed. 
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 The synchronous sessions will involve a variety of discussion approaches including 

break out groups and students assigned to tutor or teach a subject to another student in 

order to help ensure a full understanding of the subject matter. 

 Despite the online approach to the course, lectures, discussions and group work will 

remain to help ensure that all learning styles have the best advantage. 

 Students will be required to have their cameras turned on through out the online 

sessions in order to enhance the cohesive experience and address the accreditation 

requirements from the America Bar Association. Failure to do this will result in the student 

being marked as absent from that session. 

 

Recording of Class  

 

Students may not record all or part of class, livestream all or part of class, or 

make/distribute screen captures, without advanced written consent of the instructor. If you 

have or think you may have a disability such that you need to record class-related activities, 

please contact the Center for Students with DisABILITIES. If you have an accommodation 

to record class-related activities, those recordings may not be shared with any other student, 

whether in this course or not, or with any other person or on any other platform. Classes 

may be recorded by the instructor. Students may use instructor’s recordings for their own 

studying and notetaking. Instructor’s recordings are not authorized to be shared 

with anyone without the prior written approval of the instructor. Failure to comply with 

requirements regarding recordings will result in a disciplinary referral to the Dean of 

Students Office and may result in disciplinary action. 

 

 

 

 

Reading Material:  

Required:  

Katherine A. Currier & Thomas E. Eimermann, The Study of Law:  A Critical 

Thinking Approach (5th ed. 2020). 

 

Recommended (for preparation for the Bar Exam): 

Stephen Emmanual, Strategies & Tactics for the MBE (7th ed. 2020).  

 

You are expected to be able to discuss the assigned reading in depth, so please make 

a commitment to be prepared. Your advanced preparation gives you the best 

opportunity to correctly synthesize and participate in our class discussion. 

 

Technology Requirement: 

In order to be successful in the online sessions, an internet connection is required and a 

high speed (not dial up) connection is strongly recommended. You will need to be able to 

access the course Blackboard page as well as Zoom. This requires a microphone and 

camera.   

 

Office hours:  

about:blank
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If you have any questions about the course, please ask me. Questions are welcome 

and encouraged! My office hours are by appointment. I do not have an office on 

campus, and, therefore, will work hard to be flexible with my appointments. I will 

also remain for a few minutes after each synchronous session to answer questions 

as well as monitor the discussion board. 

 

Attendance Requirement:  

80 percent attendance in class is required. Punctuality is expected.  

 

ONLINE SESSIONS: Class attendance and punctuality are expected. A class roll 

will still be taken virtually and random quizzes will be given to verify attendance 

and active engagement. Attendance is counted for the entire online session and not 

part of the online session. The camera must be on for the student to be counted as 

present. For any asynchronous sessions, comments on the discussion board in 

reaction to the required videos will be counted towards attendance for those 

sessions or part of sessions. 

 

Those individuals not satisfying the attendance requirement will be reported to UH 

Law Center administrative officials and may be dropped from the course.  

 

Grading:  

Your grade will be based on the mid-term and the final exams. Each exam will 

consist of multiple-choice, short essays, and long essays. The examinations will be 

discussed as the semester progresses. Both exams will be closed book.  

 

Student Participation:  

Students with poor class participation may have their final grade dropped by 1/3 of 

a letter grade. The decision to drop a grade for participation is at my discretion and 

is non-negotiable. A drop in class participation can result from a combination of 

unpreparedness, not paying attention in class, tardiness, and absences (even if you 

are within the six-absence limit). In rare circumstances, a student may go up a 1/3 

of a letter grade for making a substantial contribution to the class. Note that 

volunteering every class does not constitute a substantial contribution—quality, not 

quantity matters. Random quizzes will be given and counted toward the class 

participation grade impact. 

 

Honor Code:  

The UHLC Honor Code applies to this class. It is set forth in its entirety in the 

Student Handbook. You are responsible for knowing the provisions of the UHLC 

Honor Code, and for full compliance with all of the UHLC Honor Code provisions. 

Failure to do so will result in referral to the UHLC Honor Court, and may result in 

you failing this class.  

 

Instructor Evaluations:  

I welcome any comments or suggestions that you may have regarding my teaching 

style, class presentation, or any other related subject. Please feel free to provide me 
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with such comments during the course of the semester as they will help me to 

improve my teaching. I will carefully consider all of the comments and suggestions 

that I receive.  

 

Accommodating Students with Disabilities:  

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requires that the University of Houston 

make reasonable accommodations to persons with disabilities as defined by and 

within the meaning of the statute. Students who have questions about or feel that 

they need assistance under the ADA should contact Student Services.  

 

Counseling and Psychological Services:  

The University of Houston’s Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS) can 

help students who are having difficulties managing stress, adjusting to the demands 

of a professional program, or feeling sad or hopeless. You can reach CAPS at 

www.uh.edu/caps and by calling 713-743-5454 during and after business hours for 

routine appointments of if you know someone who is in crisis. No appointment is 

necessary for the “Let’s Talk” program 

(http://www.uh.edu/caps/outreach/lets_talk.html), a drop-in consultation service at 

convenient locations and hours around campus.  

 

Proposed Course Outline:  

Attached is a proposed course schedule for the first week of the semester which 

will also serve as the Orientation Week. I will release an updated and complete 

course schedule in the first week of class for the remainder of the semester. I may, 

of course, modify it as the semester progresses, to achieve course objectives.  

 

I may, at times, post additional materials to my Blackboard website. When this 

occurs, you will be notified via email.  

 

Introduction to American Law Syllabus (Fall 2019) 
DATE TOPIC ASSIGNMENT 
Aug. 17 Common Law & Sources of 

Law / Government 

Structure / How Laws are 

Made 

Ch. 2  

Aug. 18 Federalism / Criminal v. 

Civil Law / Judicial System 

Ch. 3 - 4 

Aug. 19 How to read and brief cases  Ch. 1 & Posted Materials on 

BB 

Aug. 20 How to read and brief cases 

and answer law exam 

essays (IRAC) 

Ch. 1. & Posted Materials 

on BB  

Aug. 25 Civil Procedure Ch. 5  

Aug. 26 Civil Procedure Ch. 5  

Additional assignments will be added as the semester progresses.  
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The Midterm is tentatively scheduled for Friday, September 17th from 9-10:30 a.m. 

and will be CLOSED BOOK.  

 

Overview of the semester:  

Government Structure / Law Making 

Judicial System 

IRAC and case briefing 

Civil Procedure  

Constitutional Law (Con Law) 

Torts 

Contracts  

Laws Affecting Business (if possible)  

Family Law (if possible) 

Criminal Law  

 

Syllabus Changes 

 

Due to the changing nature of the COVID-19 pandemic, please note that the instructor may 

need to make modifications to the course syllabus and may do so at any time. Notice of 

such changes will be announced as quickly as possible through Blackboard and email. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


