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I. Course Materials

The required text will be Sitkoff & Dukeminier, Wills, Trusts, and Estates (10th Edition,
2017) published by Wolters Kluwer. Photo below:

I have made the decision to cover both the Uniform Probate Code and the Texas Estates
Code. Therefore, you will need access to the Texas Estates Code, Texas Trust Code, portions of the
Texas Health & Safety Code, portions of the Texas Family Code, and portions of the Texas
Insurance Code. My suggestion is to purchase the 2019 edition or later of Johanson’s Texas Estates
Code Annotated published by Thomson Reuters Westlaw or the 2019-2020 edition of Jones McClure
Texas Estates Code, both of which will have all of the relevant statutes. Photos below:

 



II. Contact Information

Gus G. Tamborello
2900 Weslayan, Suite 150
Houston, Texas 77027
Email: Gus@Tamborellolaw.com
Phone: 713.659.7777 office
Fax: 713.659.7780
Website: www.TamborelloLaw.com

Office hours will be made by appointment.

I prefer you contact me by email or in person after class. 

III. Outline of Course

The course covers major portions of the law of trusts and wills. The course will familiarize
students with common law and statutory provisions relating to the gratuitous transfer of assets. The
course will cover the following general areas: Intestacy/Heirship Proceedings, Elements of Wills,
Will Contests, Construction of Wills, Modification of Wills, Non-Probate Methods of Transferring
Property, Rights of Surviving Spouses and Children, and Trusts (creation and administration).

The course will be a combination of lecture and discussion. I will also attempt to offer
examples of practical application based upon my years of practice in the area of probate and estates.
I believe the course will be both challenging and enjoyable. Students usually find this area of law
to be more interesting than they originally thought. Issues surrounding wills and estates are in the
news regularly. Plus, this subject is on the bar exam.

IV.  Class Attendance and Preparation

You will be expected to attend every class meeting and to arrive promptly. We will adhere
to the school’s standard 80% attendance policy. Any person not complying with the attendance
policy will be dropped from the class.  You will gain more from each class if you have finished the
assigned reading ahead of time. This course contains a significant amount of information. It will be
very difficult to perform well on the exam if you do not attend class or if you wait until late in the
semester to start studying.  

V.  Grades

There will be one final exam at the end of the semester. However, your grade may be affected
by class participation and attendance. I reserve the right to raise or lower your grade based upon class
participation and/or absences.

mailto:Gus@Tamborellolaw.com
http://www.TamborelloLaw.com


VI. Syllabus

A detailed syllabus with assignments for each class will be made available prior to the first
class. The assignments will come from the text book and possibly the code book. 

VII. Student Handbook and Compliance with Honor Code

Each student is responsible for complying with the University of Houston Law Center’s
student handbook.   I aim to foster a spirit of honesty and a high standard of integrity.

VIII. CAPS

Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS) can help students who are having difficulties
managing stress, adjusting to the demands of a professional program, or feeling sad and hopeless.
You can reach CAPS (www.uh.edu/caps) by calling 713-743-5454 during and after business hours
for routine appointments or if you or someone you know is in crisis. No appointment is necessary
for the “Let's Talk” program, a drop-in consultation service at convenient locations and hours around
campus. http://www.uh.edu/caps/outreach/lets_talk.html 


