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1. Purpose of this Syllabus. The purpose of this syllabus is to provide details of 
how this course will proceed, including what you should expect for readings and 
what will be expected of you during class sessions, how I will grade you, and when I 
will be available to answer any questions you might have. 
 
2. Introduction, Course Objectives, and Prerequisites. This course will 
examine the allocation of income and expense items to the proper taxable year. 
Topics include: the adoption and change of accounting methods; the cash and 
accrual methods; capitalization v. expensing; depreciation and cost recovery; original 
issue discount, imputed interest and other time value of money problems; and the 
annual accounting period concept, including the claim of right doctrine and the tax 
benefit rule. The only prerequisite for this course is an introductory course in federal 
income taxation. I assume no prior knowledge of accounting concepts. 
 
3. Course Materials. There is no required text or casebook. I have put together 
the bulk of the readings and other assignments in the accompanying course packet, 
which covers the first eleven class sessions. The reading list set out at the beginning 
of the course packet assigns readings by week. Our first few class sessions will help 
me get a better sense of how much progress we are likely to make during the entire 
semester. I will then compile and distribute a second course packet that will span the 
remainder of the semester. I may occasionally supplement the course packet 
materials with topical administrative guidance, such as revenue rulings and revenue 
procedures, and journal articles. I will email you PDFs of such supplementary 
readings several days before we discuss them in class. You are responsible for looking 
up and reviewing the relevant statutory and regulatory provisions that you encounter 
in all your readings. I highlight the more salient of these provisions in the reading 
list. You are free to access these provisions online or purchase a compilation. 
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4. Conduct of Class Sessions, Assignments, and Grading. The “canonical” time 
for class sessions is 2:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m., on Mondays, for a total of 14 weeks. We 
will meet in synchronous session via Zoom for some or all of that time on most but 
maybe not all weeks. When we are not meeting via Zoom during the scheduled class 
time, you will be working on “asynchronous assignments,” which are included in the 
readings for that class session in the course packet, or on “synchronous 
assignments,” questions and problems that I will email you in real time, and which 
will require you to apply the concepts introduced in the readings for that week. 
 
The problems in the asynchronous assignments, presenting hypothetical fact 
patterns, will be my main teaching tool. You should study the assigned reading 
materials with the goal of analyzing the problems that follow. You won’t be required 
to turn in solutions to these problems, but you should come to class sessions 
prepared to discuss them.  
 
I will ask you to submit your answers to the synchronous assignments, but as long as 
you send me a timely and substantive response, you will receive full credit. I won’t 
assign any letter grades to your responses, but will be glad to provide you individual 
feedback at your request. 
 
We will spend a lot of our Zoom time discussing the solutions to the problems in 
both the asynchronous and synchronous assignments.  
 
Your participation in class discussions over the semester will count for half your 
course grade. 
 
The remaining half of your course grade will reflect your performance on a self-
scheduling 24-hour take-home final exam that you can take any time during exam 
period. That exam will consist of problems a lot like the problems assigned during 
the semester. 
 
5. My Availability. I will generally be available to answer questions after the end 
of each class session. You may also make an appointment to meet with me in a 
Zoom session at a mutually convenient time. Feel free to contact me by email at 
ajguptaemail@gmail.com or by telephone at (630) 854-7194. 
 
6. Counseling Options. Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS) can help 
students who are having difficulties managing stress, adjusting to the demands of a 
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professional program, or feeling sad and hopeless. You can reach CAPS 
(www.uh.edu/caps)  by calling 713-743-5454 during and after business hours for 
routine appointments or if you or someone you know is in crisis. No appointment is 
necessary for the “Let's Talk” program, a drop-in consultation service at convenient 
locations and hours around campus.  
http://www.uh.edu/caps/outreach/lets_talk.html 
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