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Date 
 
January 15 and 17 

Readings 
Chapter 1 with the first three 
embedded cases (we will not 
cover the 4th case, FTC v. Tenet, 
so you don’t have to read that 
one). Go over all of the material 
on these 3 cases in the body of 
the text; there is quite a bit of 
reading this first week. 
Recognize that for Baby K case 
the reading starts on page 626 
and goes on to 632. I 
understand that chapter 1 goes 
on for 101 pages so go as far as 
you have time, but do read the 
three cases; the readings for the 
semester will be manageable. 
Chapter 1 gives a really good 
overview.  
 
(Start on Chapter 2 if you have 
time, as it is uncertain if we will 
need two full sessions for the 
Chapter 1 material) 

Notes 
We will start with the oath of 
Hippocrates just to get us going—
read it to see what may still apply 
after many centuries! 
 
This readings in Chapter 1 
provides an overview and gives 
you a bit of background that will 
be helpful throughout the class 
 

January 22 Chapter 2 part A: “Duty to 
treat” on pages 105-146. Be 
prepared to discuss: 
Hurley page 106  

(diagnosis not defined) 
Wilmington page 106 

(Bronchial-pneumonia 
in a child) 

Wideman page 110 
(Premature labor) 

Burditt page 121 
(Active Labor) 

United States page 133 
(Spina bifida birth 
defect) 

Consider these questions: 
 
Should there be a duty to treat? 
Has the duty to treat been 
encouraged under modern law, 
and how? 
Has a balance been achieved in 
modern medical practice so that 
those who come with the 
expectation of being seen by a 
physician will not be denied 
medical care in cases of 
emergency?   



Walker page 141 
(Eugenics; forced 
sterilization)  

January 24 Chapter 2 part B: “The 
structure of the treatment 
relationship” pages 146-171. Be 
prepared to discuss: 
Adams page 147 

(Ectopic [tubal] 
pregnancy) 

Clanton page 149 
(Spinal cord 
compression or injury) 

Reynolds page 151 
(Spinal cord injury) 

Lyons page 153 
(Vaginal infection) 

 

When should care be required 
and when is it optional? What 
about consent for treatment and 
should there be a mechanism for 
providing care for in the case of 
birth defects?  

January 29 and 31 Tunkl page 159 
(can’t avoid potential liability 
with contract of adhesion) 

 
Ricks  page 163 

(Infected right hand) 
Payton page 165 
 

 

If we finish the cases sufficiently 
early we will go through some 
additional HIPAA material as an 
overview of that important 
legislation; I will provide 
additional HIPAA handout. Has 
HIPAA gone too far? Has it gone 
far enough? How can we protect 
privacy in the era of electronic 
medical records? 
 
I will give an overview of HIPAA 
using PowerPoint images that will 
be handed out in class for you to 
consult. 

 


