
ENERGY LAW SEMINAR Spring 2014 [1-10-14] 
Prof. Jacqueline Weaver 

jweaver@uh.edu  
TU2, room 122 Office 

713-743-2158  
Assistant: Amanda Parker in the TUII suite, first floor 

Office hours: 4:00—5:30 Mon & Wed and other times arranged by email.  
Classroom is Room 119 TUII 

 
 

Welcome to this seminar on Energy Law and Policy.  Energy Law and Policy covers 
a vast number of possible topics for individual research papers.  The most important 
criterion for your choice of topic is that you are really interested in the topic.  You will be 
living and breathing this topic, in research and writing, for the next 13 weeks.  You 
MUST like the topic, or you will get sick of it!  So—the most important thing to do the 
first week is to find a good topic.  The second most important thing to do the rest of the 
semester is to front-end load much of your research and writing, so that the hardest work 
of preparing a first draft is done by Week 8. Then you will have several weeks to fill in 
any missing areas in the draft, to redraft and revise; and then comes a very fun part—
listening to your fellow students  present their topics, learning about a wide variety of 
issues in energy law, and presenting your own research to them.   

 
Attendance at all scheduled classes is required; under UHLC rules you may not miss 
more than 20% or 6 classes during the semester. Also, if we schedule an individual 
meeting, you must show up or else e-mail or call to rearrange the hour.  E-mail is a much 
better way to reach me.   

 
Here are some further rules and guidelines: 
 

1.  Seminar requirements. This seminar is 3 credit hours and satisfies the senior writing 
requirement for JDs and the LL.M thesis requirement for those students enrolled in the 
Energy/Environment/Natural Resources (EENR) concentration area and who were 
admitted as approved for the thesis option.  The LLM thesis is completely optional; you 
can earn your LLM in EENR without writing a thesis.  

• For LLM thesis-option students:  The papers must be at least 50 pages, excluding 
footnotes with a grade of B or better.   
• For JD students and non-thesis LLMs:  The papers must be at least 35 pages, 
excluding footnotes. For JDs, the paper must have a grade of C or better to meet the 
senior writing requirement.  
• How page lengths are measured:  Use double-spaced text with one inch margins, 

12-point font, and single-spaced footnotes. Do NOT quadruple space between 
paragraphs; just start a new paragraph with a tabbed indentation with the text 
double-spaced throughout.  I do not want big blank spots in the paper. Double 
space  after the headings and subheadings too. In short—just double space the text 
throughout.  
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• Footnotes must be at the bottom of the page.  Do not do end notes, although I may 
ask you to give me a printout of your footnotes as endnotes because it is easier to 
review and assess the extent of your bibliographic sources be scanning endnotes. 
Modern software makes the conversion a one-click job!  

• Your final paper must have a mini-outline of its headings and subheadings at the 
front of the paper (like a Table of Contents) .  Do not count this outline as part of 
your paper in the page count. .  It is a separate page that tells me how you have 
organized your final paper.  It should have sections, like I, II A, II B, etc.  You 
will have a class exercise on this.  

 
Note: Many of you may surpass these page limits. Length is not a virtue in and of 
itself. It is often easier to write a long paper than a shorter, more succinct one, 
especially when you do not do this sort of writing professionally and are learning a 
new topic. However, your paper may not exceed 50 pages (unless you are writing a 
thesis, which may be a maximum of 70 pages). Also, most students over-footnote.  
Some of you may have been taught to footnote every sentence.  I will make you 
eliminate inches of footnotes that are “ids.” or “supras” by showing you how to 
footnote in a way that is accurate but does not bore the reader to death and eat up 
empty space. Thus, your paper will not be long because it is over-footnoted.  
 
• The rules for everyone in the seminar require that  

a. drafts be completed before submitting a final paper;  
b. the paper be completed during the semester in which you are enrolled and 

the grades submitted by the deadline;  
c. the paper demonstrate research, analytical, and writing skills;  
d. the paper not be previously submitted for any other course at the Law 

Center or elsewhere nor done in connection with a student’s outside work. 
You must attest to these requirements when you submit your topic 
description to me for approval.  

 
2.  Grading factors.  Your grade will be based on the paper’s qualities, judged by these 
standards. 

a. Thoroughness of research. NOTE: You must cite to primary source 
materials for statutes and regulations. You cannot cite a law review article 
as the source for the words of a statute.  You may cite the law review 
article for how the author interpreted the words or discussed or explained 
them.  If you are doing regulatory work, you must read the primary 
sources yourself.  

The quality of a paper critically depends on you finding good research sources 
to read and integrate into your own thinking. 
b. Organization 
c. Analysis of the issues 
d. Originality  
e. Writing style 
f. Citation style and completeness. Start using your software processing 

skills to create the 100% perfect citation form for articles and cases you 
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are using, so that you can simply cut and paste this perfect form into the 
paper. Use Bluebook form. Later—much later—you can convert to ids. or 
supras. Note: if a law review article has actually appeared in a hard copy 
law review, cite to it directly, not to a web citation which may not contain 
the correct page numbers.  

g. Diligence in responding to comments on the first draft and improving 
the paper from its draft to its final form.  

 
Some of you may be writing on a narrow topic, doing a deeper analysis of case 
law that is ambiguous or confusing; others of you may be doing more “survey” 
type articles which look at a topic from a broad perspective of law and policy, 
technology and economics.  Both approaches are welcome. Your research and 
sources will vary depending on the type of topic you select. 

 
3.  Time sheets. I require that you submit weekly, cumulative time sheets to me, via 
email or hard copy. The objective of the course is for you to write a publishable paper.   
The best way to accomplish this is to have time sheets, deadlines and individual meetings 
with me to go over outlines and drafts.   Students in past classes found the time sheet 
method of accounting for hours very useful.  It is not meant to be punitive.  It is meant to 
keep you on track and to avoid procrastination.  It also allows me to check what 
databases and sources you have actually used so that I can suggest others or send you to a 
reference librarian for more help. 

 
 The time sheets, like hours billed, will describe the number of hours of work that 

week, and, briefly, the task that you performed.  E.g.,  
--Sept 8, 2 ¼ hours, computer search of law review articles using data 
bases (insert the data bases you used) on topic X.   
--Sept 9,  ¾ hour –reviewing list of articles from Sept 8 search and 
narrowing it.  
TOTAL TO DATE: _________. 
 

 Your time sheet must be a running tally on one sheet, updated each week and e-
mailed to me as “TimeSheet Week 1, 2, etc.”  The time must be cumulative, so that I can 
delete the past week’s e-mail and replace with the current one. If you do not submit your 
work hours to me weekly, on Monday, expect an e-mail from me.  I will “babysit” you 
for the first 3 weeks with reminders.  After that, you will be on your own, and failure 
to submit time/work sheets will lower your grade by half a point. This is good 
experience for law practice.  
 
4.  Other important rules that will help you in practice and which I insist upon: 
 

1. All e-mails to me must have a descriptive subject line so that I can file them 
accurately and have an easy way of knowing what you are sending to me. 
E.g.,  “TimeSheet” “Outline”; “first draft”; “final.”  

2. You must submit the required work product in two forms:  (i) send it to me as 
an e-mail attachment on or before the class date that it is due AND (ii) bring a 
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hard printed copy of every required stage of the research (other than the time 
sheets) to class on the due date, as I have indicated on the syllabus below.   I 
share a printer with 8 other faculty members, and print-outs get lost, end up 
with missing pages, etc.  If the syllabus states that your Outline is due on X 
date of class, then bring a printed copy to class on that day.  

3. If you fail to submit a reasonable outline to me, or a first draft, when it is 
due, you will be dropped from the class.  Why?  Because without exception, 
those who delayed doing the work at the front end of past seminars, then 
received grades of C or D on the paper.  It is far better to be dropped from the 
course at an early stage and to take a seminar some other time when you can 
prioritize the research and work product.  

4. All work must be paginated.  If you do not have page numbers on your 
outline, first draft, and final, I cannot easily write comments telling you, for 
example, that “the material on page 7 repeats what is on page 2”; or " the 
material on pages 25-27 should be moved up into section X on pp. 9-11 or at 
least briefly summarized there with a note to the reader that this issue is 
discussed further below.” 

5. Your diligence in following these rules will reflect your professionalism in 
practice.  

 
You should expect to spend at least 9 hours a week on the paper outside of the classroom. 
Your papers will be presented to the class during the last few weeks of classes. Your 
paper will be due the last day of class,  so that it is finished before exams begin. Expect to 
spend more than the minimum number of hours on your research and writing and outline 
during the first 8 weeks of class so that you can front-end the work and minimize any 
conflicts with studying for exams. 

 
5.  Communication. I use the official UHLC e-mail distribution list for this class as the 
primary and official method of correspondence.  I will not send class e-mails to your 
work addresses. The UHLC system cannot add work addresses to the official class lists.  
Therefore, you should check your UHLC e-mail daily 
 
Index card info: I need your phone numbers, work or home e-mails, and a schedule of 
the best times to meet with you to go over your work.  Please put this information on the 
index card that I will give you.  I will not phone you or e-mail you at any e-mail address 
other than the UHLC official e-mail unless I have not been able to contact you (you have 
not responded to an e-mail) through the official channel. Of course I will "reply to" any 
email you send me, whether it is from your personal or your UHLC email address.   
 
6.  THE BINDER! You must hand your paper in at the end of the semester, in a binder 
containing the following, tabbed with dividers in the following order, back to front:  (I  
have some binders to give away free, from prior seminars, and I will give you dividers). 
The binder will have the following tabs, numbered:  

1.  FINAL paper, following the format requirements listed in the Syllabus above 
2. First draft of your paper with my red-marked comments on it plus my email to 

you with my comments about your first draft.  Plus, any intermediate drafts 
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if I reviewed them, with my comments.  I mainly review and write comments 
in red ink on hard copies.   

3. Outline drafts, with Final Outline Draft on top. 
4. Any Powerpoint or presentation material that you used to present your research to 

the class.  You need not prepare a Powerpoint for your class presentation, but you 
must have some type of  class handout with an outline of your talk, for your 
fellow students to follow along with you. 

5. Your working bibliography of all sources consulted, even when not used in 
footnotes. Your working bibliography may be longer than the sources that you 
actually end up citing in footnotes in your article. Keep adding to the bibliography 
as you read material and find more sources.   

6. Make Up classes : 2 written memos of who you heard, the topic and a summary of 
what you learned (or were disappointed not to learn). See more on make up 
classes below. 

7. Final cumulative time sheet (which means only one time sheet, because it is 
cumulative and includes your weekly accounting). 

8. Also, you must email me a copy of your final paper, with “Final Paper-Your 
Name” in subject line.  
 

 
7.  Class schedule of research product dates:  DRAFT TIME TABLE 
 
This is a draft schedule, but it is a good indication of the pace of the class.  I know 
that I will be gone for at least 2, perhaps 3 class sessions, but the dates are still a bit 
uncertain.  Make-up classes are explained later in this memo. 
 

Week 1:   
 Jan. 13 Mon. Introductions of class members; review this syllabus and 
discuss topics/interests.  I can meet with you individually to discuss possible 
topics throughout the week. Note: 
 Jan. 15 Wed.  Continue as above.    
 
Week 2:  Note: Martin Luther King day holiday on Monday . DO NOT FORGET 
TO E-MAIL YOUR CUMULATIVE TIME SHEETS EVERY MONDAY, 
ALTHOUGH YOU CAN SUBMIT THIS WEEK'S TIME SHEET ON 
WEDNESDAY. 
 
 Jan. 22 Wed.  Bring to class:  One page with the tentative title of your 
selected topic (with any preliminary bibliography research for those who already 
had a topic approved in earlier discussions with me in the Fall semester.)  If you 
do not yet have a topic, bring 2-3 areas of interest and we will discuss how they 
can be made into a topic. See the section on “How to Find a Topic” later in this 
memo.   I am hoping that Chris Dykes, a reference librarian here who specializes 
in energy and tax research, will come to talk about "how to find a topic" on this 
day.  His talk will be useful for those who have selected a topic but need to assure 
that it has not been preempted by something already written. 
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January 23, Thursday, Andrews Kurth Symposium on Shale Gas. This 
symposium has an outstanding roster of speakers and can serve as one of your 
Make-Up class assignments.  
 
Week 3:   
 Jan. 27 Mon.  Chris Dykes will review the types of research sources to 
use in developing a good bibliography:  articles, books, legislative hearings, etc.  
Reference librarians are a researcher's best friend. If you try to use a data base and 
get frustrated with your searches, 15 minutes with one of these experts can 
increase your productivity greatly.  But, you must make the initial effort to learn 
about the data base yourself. 
 Note: I have found that most students never bother to check the electronic 
library card catalog for books—yes, real books—on their topic.  You must access 
all possible research sources related to your topic and a significant part of your 
grade is based on your bibliography and the quality of your research. There are 
some incredible databases out there and very useful books and government 
reports and sources outside the traditional law reviews..  
  
 Jan. 29. Wed.: Required assignment submitted to me and brought to 
class in hard copy:  Your topic:  tentative title, 3-4  paragraph description of 
what your topic covers (what question or policy recommendation are you 
trying to answer or what issue are you surveying).  
 
If you do not have a topic by the end of Week 3, I will assign you one!  
 
Week 4:  Feb 3 (Mon) and Feb 5 (Wed). Working bibliographies submitted to 
me, in addition to your Research Record in hard copy, showing me what data 
bases you searched, using what search terms to create your working bibliography 
to date.   
 
DO NOT FORGET TO E-MAIL YOUR CUMULATIVE TIME SHEETS 
EVERY Monday.  This is my last reminder.  
 
Week 5: Feb. 10 and 12. Work on bibliography and an outline with authorities.  
Read the most important articles/documents and begin your Outline.  I will show 
you examples of outlines.  
 The first section of an outline is usually a section titled “Introduction and 
Overview,” or some such.  The text of the article in this section will tell the reader 
what the article is about, what its central thesis and conclusion are, and what the 
following sections of the article will cover as the reader proceeds to read it.  This 
first section is usually only a few pages long. 
 Then, the outline will basically provide the headings and subheadings of 
your article. 
 The “outline with authorities” inserts key bibliographic references into the 
outline with a short description of what each reference contains that makes it 
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useful to the paper’s discussion.  Then, as you continue to read new items, each 
new item is like a piece of a jigsaw puzzle that can be fit into your draft outline.   
For example, if you are writing a paper on the topic of “Clean coal: is there such a 
thing?”, your paper will undoubtedly have a section on carbon sequestration.  
Under that section of your outline, the “outline with authorities” will have a brief 
insert, such as:  

• DOE 2007 report on CO2 sequestration:  Good backgd info on sites, on 
cost estimates, conclusion somewhat pessimistic about its future because 
of x, y, z. 

 
Week 6:  Feb. 17 and 19.  Continue as in Week 4. DUE DATE: Submit 4 
copies of a detailed outline with synopses of sections of your paper in class on 
February 17 (and send to me as an e-mail attachment).  Your outline will be 
exchanged with other class members. If you want me to make the copies for the 
class exchange, send me the email attachment early enough to make the 
copies.  Be prepared to present your topic in class, and to review the Outlines of 
your colleagues and comment on them. Some of you will be able to start writing 
sections of the draft this week.  
 
I will comment on your outlines either by e-mail or through an individual meeting 
during Week 6 or over the weekend.  
 
Week 7:  Feb. 24 and 26:  All of you should be writing sections of your first 
draft, flowing from your Outline with Authorities.  As you continue to read and 
write, you will probably find additional sources that will need reviewing for 
possible insertion.  You need not write the sections of your draft in order; you can 
leave certain sections of your Outline with Authorities as is, especially those that 
cover background material, historical overviews, etc.  Write the sections that 
contain the analytical core of your article so that I can review the key parts of the 
first draft where you have added your own insights and analysis.  
 
Week 8:  Mar. 3 & 5:  Continue to write your first draft; schedule individual 
meetings with me if need be for rough spots.  Remember: Drafts should be double 
spaced, with footnotes at bottom.  See instructions at beginning of this memo. If 
you have a good outline and have read your sources thoughtfully, the draft will 
flow from the outline. 
 
FIRST DRAFTS DUE at end of Week 8 which is Friday March 7.  I will 
probably be reviewing the drafts while traveling some of this week or the week 
after spring break. I will send e-mails back to you as I review the drafts. No 
extensions to the announced due date, unless approved in advance by me, and 
only unexpected emergencies are likely to qualify for an extension.  
 
March 10  to March 14  is UHLC Spring break week.  Continue writing, but do 
take a break too!   
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Week 9: Mar 17 and `19. I will be scheduling individual office sessions with you 
to review the first drafts.  We may not have group classes this week.  Individual 
office visits will continue into Week 10.  
 
Week 10: Mar. 24 and 26. Schedule individual meetings with me to review 
drafts.  Do not stop working while I am reviewing though!  We will have group 
class, but I hope to arrange guest speakers of interest on hot topics in energy.  
 
Weeks 11-14:  Mar. 31, April 2, 7, 9, 14, 16, 21 and 23.  I will arrange a 
schedule for student presentations of papers to the class. You need not prepare a 
Powerpoint, but you should have a handout in hard copy form that outlines the 
major sections of your paper and states your topic, the issues arising under it, and 
your conclusions. I will set up a schedule for the class presentations after I know 
your topics and the number of students in the class.  
 
DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF FINAL PAPER IS Friday April 25.  
Note that this is a Friday. The official last day of class is Monday April 28, but 
the final draft of your paper is due before this last day, leaving you time to 
prepare for final exams.  
 

Friday April 25. Papers are due by 4:30 pm. 
 

 April 28, Monday.  Last class.  TBA.  
 
Again, you must organize your time to frontload your research and writing so that 
I can comment on your drafts in a timely manner, leaving you time to respond to 
these comments and ultimately submit a good final paper. 
 
READ THE HONOR CODE IN THE STUDENT HANDBOOK TO AVOID 
ANY PROBLEMS WITH PLAGIARISM. (Plus I will bring a copy to class, 
and discuss with you.) The Associate Dean requires that randomly selected 
seminar papers be submitted to a website that can easily find instances of 
plagiarism.  However, I can usually spot plagiarism without any help at all.  We 
will go through some plagiarism examples in class.   
 
QUERY: It is much easier to slot the presentations of your papers to the class into 
45- to 50-minute slots for each student, but we have 1 ½ hour classes. Cramming 
two student presentations into one class of 75 minutes is difficult to do.  How 
many of you are able to begin class at 5:30 pm go until 7:20  in the final weeks of 
class when students are presenting their papers?  Each presentation can then be 45 
minutes with a short break between them. Lengthening these last weeks of classes 
will also avoid the need to schedule any possible make-ups. 
 
OTHER CLASSES:  If we need to make up classes, we will do so as follows, 
rather than scheduling the make-up on a Friday.  For each Make-up class, each 
student will attend at least one luncheon presentation or seminar or conference on 
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an EENR-related topic, offered by the AIPN, the Baker Institute at Rice 
University, the Houston Bar Association, or some such, and write a 1-2 page 
review of the presentation. You must also submit your notes that show you 
actively listened to the presentation that you are reviewing. Active listening 
appears to be a dwindling skill among law students.  It is crucial that lawyers have 
this skill in dealing with clients, judges, and other professional colleagues.  
 
I will send you notices of these events.  There are so many opportunities to go to 
interesting talks and seminars in Houston.   
 

8.  Class Reading Assignments.  Under ABA/AALS rules, the seminar class must meet 
as a class.  However, I do not want you to do any difficult or lengthy reading that is not 
related to your topic. All of your focus should be on writing a good paper. Therefore, I 
will assign easy short readings and short exercises, often done in class. Or I may give a 
lecture on a topical issue, or bring in a speaker. Some of the first class days will be 
presentations by our librarians.  
 
 For some of the classes, we will review the past week’s energy and environment 
news from the daily Greenwire and its related e-newsletters:  E&E Daily, E&E PM, 
ClimateWire, and EnergyWire. This service also includes a daily video, about 3-4 
minutes long, which interviews leading academics, policymakers, and industry 
spokespersons on issues of the day. You can access this data base via the VPN. Check 
with the law library to make sure you can access this site thru their VPN “tunnel.”  Go to 
the O’Quinn library home page and look for the VPN instructions. You must gain VPN 
access during the first week of class.  It is a good resource for up-to-date events and for 
notices about government and industry reports that have just been released. These e-
letters often have links to the key reports discussed.   
 
 You may be able to sign up to have these free weekday reports e-mailed to you 
via the law library’s subscription.   
 
The class assignments based on Greenwire readings will be as follows: Bring to class in 
hard copy at least 3 items from the Greenwire site (each item averages about one page of 
information) to discuss:  Why was it interesting to you?  What did you learn?  What new 
report seems to be making an impact on policymakers?  What don’t you understand about 
an item that someone in the class (or me) might be able to explain?  You will quickly 
become fairly knowledgeable about world and national events in energy and the 
environment.  Do not simply read the title of the Greenwire selection that you 
downloaded 10 minutes before class.  Rather, declare that you are unprepared that day 
rather than waste our class time.  
 
Some in-class exercises will be based on these Greenwires: that is, I may ask you to 
read and summarize one of your articles in your own words and then use your summary 
to check for any footnoting, writing or and plagiarizing problems.   
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I will also have other short in-class exercises, such as outlining an article written by an 
author who failed to provide one at the front of the article, or summarizing paragraphs of 
an article without plagiarizing.   

I will give you a more detailed listing of dates and class reading assignments in another 
memo. I will have handouts on some of these class assignments, so if you miss a class, 
you will have to arrange to pick up the assignment from the file box outside my office.   
 
Meanwhile, keep this memo in your files for the semester. You can’t remember all these 
rules, but you need to refer back to them and follow them so that I can devote my time to 
helping you substantively with your paper.  
 
 

HOW TO FIND A TOPIC 
 

1.  On Reserve in the law library for this course:  Bosselman, Eisen, Rossi, Spence & 
Weaver, Energy, Economics and the Environment (3d ed. 2009).  Use the detailed 
Tables of Contents of this book to scan for issues that might interest you, and then read 
the relevant sections on topics of interest, noting bibliographic references.  What issues 
interested you from classes you took in prior semesters? Then check for law review 
articles, websites, trade literature, government reports, etc. of interest and narrow your 
topic.   
 
The Greenwire site and its extensive archives can be used in the same way.  
 
2.  Visit some websites:  Note:  These links were collected a year ago and may no longer 
be valid.  
  
 In addition to scanning the Greenwire family of E-letters:   
 

a.  If you are interested in climate change and the energy industry, visit  
www.Abanet.org/environ/committees/climatechange/newsletter  or the Pew 

Research Center. Pew Center on Global Climate Change: http://www.pewclimate.org/.    
 The Center for Climate Change Law at Columbia University has a good 
website: http://www.law.columbia.edu/centers/climatechange.  The U.S. Climate Change 
Science Program, Synthesis and Assessment Products are major reports on aspects of 
climate change, such as the effect of climate change on the petroleum industry, on the 
Arctic, done by scientific panels under the Bush Administration, authorized by 
Congressional law. See the United States Global Change Research Program at 
http://www.globalchange.gov/.    
 
 b.  The Dept of Energy website has interesting information and some major 
reports on things like Shale Gas. Department of Energy Reports: http://www.energy.gov.     
It also has “CABs,” or Country Analysis Briefs, which are short, direct papers on 
countries that produce oil and gas.  If you are working on a country, read these CABs as 
background. The Energy Information Administration inside the DOE has many statistical 
reports on energy supply and demand.  Visit www.eia.doe.gov.   
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 FERC has its own website, with many reports on energy markets (and related 
financial markets), and proposed rules for reform, etc. 
 
 c.  Many universities have good energy research centers, such as:  

• the Harvard Electricity Project at http://www.hks.harvard.edu/hepg/;  
• the MIT Energy Initiative: http://web.mit.edu/mitei/  
• the University of California Haas Energy Institute at 
http://ei.haas.berkeley.edu/; 
• Rice University’s Baker Institute for Public Policy has an Energy Forum 
that produces many papers in the international oil area, such as a large study of 
National Oil Companies.  It has also done a fair amount on carbon-constrained 
energy markets and natural gas markets.  
http://www.bakerinstitute.org/programs/energy-forum.  Visit 
www.bakerinstitute.org for other research initiatives such as Latin American 
studies.  
• Univ of Texas has an energy research center: 
http://www.beg.utexas.edu/energyecon/.   
 
Several others could be added to the list, but these are ones that I remember using 
in terms of reading reports released by their centers.  

   
 d. All of the major oil companies have websites with interesting (albeit industry-
biased) energy discussions/information.  Trade associations can be good sources, but 
again beware biases:  EPRI is the Electric Power Research Institute, which does much 
research on different fuel sources used to generate electric power. The IOGCC is the 
Interstate Oil and Gas Compact Commission, which does studies on oil and gas best 
practices, like plugging and abandoning or gas flaring. The natural gas industry has 
developed many trade association website, especially involving shale gas.  Refiners, 
marketers, the renewable industry, the wind industry--all have large websites.  
 
 e.  Many NGOs are quite professional in issuing reports, esp. Environmental 
Defense (which is doing a large project on carbon sequestration in the Austin office), 
Oxfam, Revenue Watch, Human Rights Watch, etc. Many of these NGOs document the 
corruption and bad effects of foreign investment in developing countries. Some NGO or 
public interest websites are more biased than others, so again—read carefully and 
skeptically as an academic and a scholar.   
 
 f.  Think tanks—especially the more neutral ones, such as Brookings Institute 
and Resources for the Future http://www.rff.org/Pages/default.aspx , are excellent sources of 
topics and articles.   
 If you are writing on African oil, visit the London-based Chatham House website. 
As you research your specialized topic, you will become familiar with websites that will 
prove enormously useful to you in your careers in energy.  
 
 g.  The General Accountability Office has many good reports on EENR issues.   
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 h. Our own library has extensive Government Documents to access, such as all 
the major senate and house hearings on EENR related issues.  
 
 i. Data bases: The law library now subscribes to OGEL, an electronic newsletter 
that publishes articles on very current topics in international energy, some of which are 
good and some are poor.  The law library also subscribes to the Rocky Mountain 
Mineral Law Foundation’s large collection of books and conferences on resource 
issues. These RMMLF issues are not listed on Westlaw and are just recently appearing in 
the Lexis database. Note: Do not confuse the RMMLF with the Rocky Mountain Institute 
founded by Amory Lovins. The latter institute is very well-known for future-looking 
energy studies, particularly on the smart grid and conservation.  
 
 j. The AIPN publishes a journal available to members: the Journal of World 
Energy Law and Business. It has some very good articles on timely topics. You can join 
the AIPN as a student member and receive this journal for free.  Our library should have 
hard copies of the issues if you are not a member.  
 
Other notes on sources:  Remember that the Index of Legal Periodicals does not pick up 
all journals.  Check the Foreign Legal periodicals for international work.  The Public 
Utilities Fortnightly and Oil and Gas Journal and Electricity Journal are not law reviews, 
and I am not sure what data base picks them up, but they often have good background 
articles on topics for this seminar. 
 As you read the key law review articles or reports, you will find references to 
other good websites.  Sources inside sources are good sources!  
 Do not spend too much time researching websites unless it is an academic 
website.  Your paper ultimately must be a scholarly, academic treatment of an issue. Be 
sure to use your Legal R & W skills of researching the library catalogs and law review 
articles, not just websites.  Use Wikipedia sparingly, as a preliminary resource and do not 
cite to it (with rare exceptions) in footnotes. Do not cite to CNN Reports or to blogs or 
other non-academic or professional sources because the information posted is often 
uninformed opinion.  
 The SSRN website is a scholarly website, free to students.  It publishes an 
astounding range of working papers, and first and final versions of traditional law review 
articles, but also other types of articles, such as reports by the World Bank from their 
extensive number of researchers.  Visit http://ssrn.com/search for the home page.  A 
reference librarian can tell you more. E.g., visit http://www.ssrn.com/link/world-
bank.html for the World Bank series.  I actually find it more useful than Legal Trac in 
many ways.  

 
3.  Some possible topics.  Some of you may already have a fairly good background in 
energy, either because you have taken courses in it or because of your work.  Others of 
you may be relative newcomers to the world of energy.  Either way, you can write a good 
paper in this seminar.  Some of you may be most interested in the interface between 
energy and the environment—issues like global climate change and sustainable 
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development.  Others of you may want the hard-core energy subjects like FERC 
regulation of pipelines or new approaches to Demand Side Management, etc.    
 
 In the past years, a very varied group of students produced good papers on the 
following topics:  

• Should PUHCA be reformed? (PUHCA was basically eliminated in 2005). 
• Chinese energy policy (also Kazahkstan’s and Azerbaijan's) 
• Regulatory and policy obstacles to the hydrogen economy 
• The Islamic law of Sharia and international petroleum contracts 
• Offshore oil and gas development in the US: the effect of the CZMA and 

moratoria.  NOTE: There is interesting case law today on oil and gas 
drilling in the Arctic—Chukchi and Beaufort seas, in federal waters.  

• LNG terminal approval and state/local tools to block federal approvals. 
[Possible topic: How should FERC and the states plan for offshore wind 
and transmission based on LNG siting experience?] 

• European electricity deregulation issues  
• Development of Peru’s Camisea gas reserves and reforms needed to 

develop internal gas market. 
• Indigenous rights and development, after the UN Resolution on 

Indigenous Rights was passed in 2008.  
• Drilling in the Big Thicket in Texas/ or on Padre Island National Seashore 
 (Students interviewed govt officials and companies and went to the sites to 
assess how balance of energy/envt goals was being implemented.)  
• Wind energy in Argentina by Martin Lythgoe (published the Houston J. of 

International Law if you want to see an LLM thesis that got published).  
• New models to develop the pre-salt discoveries offshore Brazil. 
• The US-Mexico boundary in the Gulf of Mexico and how to develop oil 

and gas on the boundary when the moratorium there is lifted in 2011 (also 
published in the HJIL by Carla Urdanata). 

• What cities and states are doing to mitigate/adapt to global warming. What 
is Houston doing?  Does Texas have a state climate plan?  Should it?  
Many states and cities have developed such plans.  

 
Here are a few topics to consider: 

• Many issues on the regulation and reform of OCS leasing and oil spill 
laws, arising from the Gulf of Mexico spill.  Investigate the oil spill laws 
of your home country if you are a FLLM; many countries of the world 
have signed the International Convention on Oil Spill Liability and 
Compensation but it deals largely with tanker spills. What safeguards are 
in place for deepwater drilling off Africa and in other regions if a 
Macondo like blowout happens there. Or dig into some of the reports and 
background studies and recommend reforms.  

• Much recent commentary in the newspapers has focused on whether the 
Keystone XL pipeline bringing heavy crude oil from Canada’s tar sands 
should be approved by the US State Dept.  Why do environmentalists so 
strongly oppose this pipeline; what role do states like Nebraska have in 
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stopping pipelines that transit through their state? Is the pipeline even 
needed?   

• Infrastructure development: How will transmission be built in the US to 
serve new wind and solar farms?  Can we borrow models from other 
countries?  FERC has no power to condemn rights of way for electric 
transmission, although it does have such power for interstate gas pipelines.  
Oil pipelines are not federally regulated like natural gas pipelines, but 
many new ones are being built.  What federal and state laws apply to oil 
pipelines?  

• State versus federal power, or federalism.  This issue arises in many 
contexts:  LNG siting, California’s CO2 standards for cars, oil pipelines, 
and many others.    

• Similarly, propose and devise a “cooperative federalism” structure that 
allows state and local input --but ultimate federal preemption-- for critical 
energy infrastructure, perhaps modeled after the CZMAct.  Compare siting 
laws for key electric transmission corridors, new nuclear plants, oil 
pipelines, etc.   

• Shale oil and gas development and water and land use issues. Wind versus 
gas developers and endangered species in the Rockies. The Obama 
administration changed many Bush administration initiatives that were 
very pro-drilling.  Is a better balance now being achieved? Or has the 
Obama administration created regulatory gridlock?   

• Should Texas have a power plant siting law, like some states have?    A 
pipeline/transmission siting law?  What laws currently regulate the 
construction of energy infrastructure in Texas, especially for new coal 
plants?  Do we need a little NEPA, a SEPA?  Should the federal 
government preempt state siting laws for national infrastructure projects? 

• Fracturing. Regulation of fracturing and groundwater/surface water issues 
in Texas and elsewhere, especially in Pennsylvania and West Virginia and 
the river basin authorities in that area.  Are new statutes required, such as 
broader pooling or unitization authority?  Do a comparative study of 
pooling laws in states where shales are being developed to see if 
compulsory pooling can solve issues of trespass/spacing. Or compare 
environmental regulations in different states regarding fracking.   

• Environmental and economic aspects of developing an Alaskan/Canadian 
gas pipeline.  Which route?  What should federal policy be?  What lessons 
can be learned from a review of the history of the TransAlaskan oil 
pipeline?  Investigate the new drilling authorized in the Alaskan Naval 
Reserve near Prudhoe Bay. 

• Nuclear waste. We have closed Yucca Mountain which was to have 
permanently stored nuke waste.  What problems are posed by storing nuke 
waste on site now?  More generally, if there a future to nuclear energy? 

• IGCC and coal gasification and sequestration under the Clean Air Act and 
global climate controls.  Is this technology the Best Available Technology 
for coal plants today?   
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• The use of state taxes/trust funds from mineral development to fund 
sustainable development in the future when the minerals run out.  This is a 
good topic internationally also.  E.g., the Chad-Cameroon pipeline had a 
revenue management plan.  Chile has a Stabilization Fund and is one of 
the few countries that has been successful in managing it.  Texas has the 
Permanent University Fund.  Alaska has a fund for when the oil runs out. 
Norway funds its pensions with oil monies. Some have failed’ some have 
been somewhat successful.  

•  “Worst case analysis ”.  Is it required by NEPA? How is it done in the 
context of LNG terminal siting?  For worst case analysis of oil spills in 
Arctic drilling in Beaufort and Chukchi seas?   

• California has enacted a remarkable range of laws to conserve and green 
its energy sources.  Describe and comment on their likelihood of success, 
both legally and economically—will they drive business out of California? 

• The future of OPEC; or why some Mideastern nations are turning to solar 
and renewables and nuclear, even though they have massive oil reserves 
remaining in the ground.  

.  
You should also skim the recent electronic Tables of Contents of recent law reviews 

to see what topics are being discussed, especially reviews like the Energy L. J.   If you 
find an article exactly on your topic, there is no sense writing on this same issue, unless 
you have something further to add.  Skim the article and see if you agree with the 
author’s position, or if the author has selected a broader or narrower topic than yours.  It 
is hard to find a topic that no one has written on—but I have seldom found that any one 
article is so thorough that it completely preempts others from writing on the issue.  Plus, 
many topics in energy law inspire debatable issues, and your paper can survey the debate, 
from all angles, and come up with your own original conclusion. 

 
4.  Writing Competitions: 
 
 a.  The AIPN sponsors a writing competition every year.  The winner is given an 
all-expenses paid trip to its international annual meeting.  Past student winners from 
UHLC have gone to Paris, Aberdeen, Bangkok and Singapore.  The papers must be 
shorter than the seminar paper, but I can help you shorten and edit if you start early 
enough for me to review drafts.  This is a competition well worth winning.  Here are 
details from a past year.  I have asked the AIPN to send me more current information 
because I could  not find it on their website. 
 
AIPN Student Writing Competition - Submit Essays by May XX, ___.   
 
The competition is open to all full-time seniors in a four-year program and all graduate students 
enrolled at an accredited university in either the fall or spring  semesters.  Essays should be an 
original work of no more than 4,000 words on any specific issue of the student's choice which is 
directly related to international petroleum negotiations, such as matters of contract, law, or policy.  
 
All essays must be submitted to the AIPN by e-mail no later than May XX, , accompanied by a 
current biography of the author. 
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The essays will be reviewed by a committee comprised of educators, lawyers, business 
managers and international negotiators. Selection of the winning essay is solely at the discretion 
of the committee.  Essays will be judged on topical relevance, originality of content, creativity, 
insight, clarity and support for viewpoints taken.  Each student may submit only one entry.  
  
The AIPN reserves the right to award less than two prizes if it determines that the quality of the 
essays does not warrant two prizes.  

The award includes: 

• Registration at the AIPN International Conference in October every year, in a foreign 
venue.  

• Roundtrip, advance booking coach ticket 
• Standard lodging at the conference location during the conference, and  
• Student membership in the AIPN for one year.  

In addition, the winning essays may be published by AIPN in the Advisor and will be eligible for 
publication in the Journal or World Energy Law and Business. The website is: www.aipn.org.  
 
 b.  One student who wrote a paper for the AIPN competition did not win (there is 
a fair amount of competition), but he submitted his paper to the International Section of 
the State Bar and won a writing award for it there. There are actually many opportunities 
to publish your paper, electronically or otherwise, if you put post-seminar time into 
editing it. Some competitions offer quite a bit of money to the winner. 
 
 c.  The GCPA (Gulf Coast Power Association) offers an astounding $4,000 in 
awards for papers related to electricity to students at UHLC alone.  There is no 
competition other than your fellow students, although the papers must be of publishable 
quality.   Such papers can include topics on fuel use (that is, shale gas) or renewables.  
 
There are many other writing competitions.  Check the Daily Lex daily!   
 
If you follow the instructions and time table in this syllabus, you can avoid the following 
situation:   
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