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Welcome to Written Advocacy for Litigators. This document contains a course 

description, list of required reading materials, class schedule and policy on grading, 

attendance and participation, my contact information and office hours, and a syllabus of 

assignments. 

 

Course Description 

In this three-hour credit course, which does not satisfy the UHLC writing requirement,  

you will receive extensive feedback on your writing. The course is intended for students 

who wish to improve their persuasive writing skills, especially for civil litigation practice.  

In our initial meetings we will discuss basic strategies for approaching a problem that 

calls for a written answer and analysis. Over the course of the semester, we will work on 

different writing assignments. You will do multiple drafts of each assignment. The 

ultimate goal of the class is for you to gain a better understanding of your own writing 

talent and tendencies and develop better writing skills and habits.    

Course Materials 

There is no casebook for the course. Instead, I have prepared course materials for you. By 

Tuesday, January 7, the materials will be available from the copy center in the basement 

of the law school (713-743-2193).  If you have any problem locating the materials, please 

contact my assistant, Maria Perez, at mslopez2@central.uh.edu.  

Class Schedule 

This class regularly meets on Mondays and Wednesdays from 6:00-7:30 p.m., though as 

noted below, there will be a number of times when I will meet with students individually 

or in pairs in lieu of a full class meeting.  

Grades, Attendance and Participation 

There is no final examination. Students will be evaluated primarily on their written work. 

In-class participation may also be taken into account but at most could result in a final 

grade increase of one-third of a letter grade. It is possible (though rare) for a student’s 

grade to be reduced by one-third of a letter grade or more for failure to participate. 

Attendance is required both for regular class meetings and for all separate meetings that 

are scheduled with the instructor to discuss drafts of the student’s work. I may lower a 

final grade and/or take any other appropriate disciplinary action necessary if you are 

absent from more than 20% of the scheduled classes and individual meetings.    
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Contact Information and Office Hours 
 

My office is in the Dean’s suite. I hope you will feel welcome to stop by during my office 

hours (Mondays 4:00- 5:30 pm). That said, it is always best to email or call in advance to 

schedule an appointment and/or make sure I am available. Also, keep in mind that you 

can always schedule a meeting with me outside of my office hours. I am usually here for 

most of the day. My office phone is (713) 743-5206. My UH email is lhoffman@.uh.edu.   

 

 

Anticipated Class Schedule 

 

Class 

Meeting 

Dates 

Subject Matter Reading Assignment 

Jan 13 Introductory class meeting to cover how 

seminar works and to begin discussing 

articles on writing. Will also introduce 

primary case  

 

 

In advance of this class, students 

should read: Mattewson, Oettle, Evans 

and Cooney. Also skim through 

Seventh Circuit’s decision in ATA v. 

FedEx so you are generally familiar 

with the opinion. No need to read it 

thoroughly, however. We will return to 

it soon enough. 

Jan 15 Continue discussing (i) writing strategies 

and (ii) primary case.  

 

 

 

 

In advance of this class, students 

should read: Excerpt from Brief of 

Plaintiff-Appellee and Cross-Appellant 

ATA Airlines. Read FRAP 35, 40 and 

excerpts from Seventh Circuit Internal 

Operating Rules, XXVII. Petition for 

Rehearing and XXVIII. En Banc 

Procedure 

Jan 22 Continue prior discussion.  No additional reading 

Jan 27 Continue prior discussion. At end of class, 

students will be given homework 

assignment for Issue #1. 

 

In advance of this class, students 

should read cases relating to  Issue #1 

(to be distributed) 

Jan 29 Class meeting to discuss student work on 

Issue #1. 

No additional reading 

Feb 3 Invited speaker to discuss writing 

strategies 

 

In advance of this class, students 

should read: McElhaney, Salzwedel, 

Sparkes, Cooney, Guberman   

Feb 5 Invited speaker to discuss writing 

strategies 

 

In advance of this class, students 

should read: Gray, Romig, Order in 

Belli v. Hedden Enterprises, Breif of 

Bob Kohn as Amicus Curiae,  

Feb 10 Class meeting to discuss Issue #2. At end 

of class, students are given assignment for 

In advance of this class, students 

should read: Hazelwood, Two 
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Issue #2. 

 

examples of Client Communications, 

Scheiss (for Client), Bench Brief 

(versions 1 and 2), Scheiss (for Trial 

Judge) 

Feb 12, 17, 

19, 24, and 

26 

No group class meetings these days. 

Students working on first drafts of Issue 

#2. Individual meetings with professor. 

First drafts of Issue #2 due by email to 

professor and student's assigned partner) 

by 6:00 pm Feb 24 

 

No additional reading 

Mar 3 Group class meeting to discuss Issue #2.  In advance of this class, students 

should read: Wald, Klinkenborg, 

Fischer 

Mar 5 Students meet with professor individually 

or in pairs (TBA) to discuss work. 

Redrafting assignments of Issue #2 given  

 

No additional reading 

Mar 10, 12 Spring Break No additional reading 

Mar 17 Students meet with professor individually 

or in pairs (TBA) to discuss work.  

 

 

Mar 19 Students meet with professor individually 

or in pairs (TBA) to discuss work.  

 

Mar 24 No class. Second drafts of Issue #2 due by 

email to professor and to your partner 

before 6:00 pm.  

 

No additional reading 

Mar 26 No class. You will be reading and 

preparing comments on your partner’s 

draft 

No additional reading 

Mar 31 Group class meeting to discuss Issue #2, 

revised drafts 

 

No additional reading 

Apr 2, 7, 9, 

14 and 16 

Students meet with professor individually 

over these three class days to discuss 

individual work.  

 

No additional reading 

Apr 21 Student final versions of Issue #2 due by 

email to Instructor (and to student's 

assigned partner) by 6:00 pm Apr 21 

 

No additional reading 

 

 

 


