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Course Description 

 

This course will study how legislatures can most effectively protect consumers using credit 

products.  As economic inequality in the country grows, more people turn to credit to meet 

liquidity concerns, but also more people are excluded from mainstream credit markets by 

lenders.  We will examine the key players in the financial services industry, the laws that govern 

them, and potential regulations to protect consumers using these services. 

 

Learning Outcomes 

 

Through and as a result of this course, students will: (1) demonstrate understanding of basic 

policy concerns behind consumer credit regulation; (2) demonstrate knowledge of the law 

governing consumer credit; and (3) demonstrate ability to perform legal research, problem-

solving, and produce written and oral communication related to consumer credit regulation. 

 

Course Material 

 

The only required book is BRIAN A. GARNER, THE REDBOOK: A MANUAL ON LEGAL STYLE. 

All of the other texts for this course are available through Westlaw, Lexis, Hein Online, and 

SSRN.  I will provide you with the citations for material we will cover, and you are responsible 

for obtaining copies of this material. 

 

Attendance 

 

The Law Center requires students to attend at least 80% of the scheduled classes.  Students who 

do not attend 80% of the classes can be automatically dropped from the course.  I will keep track 

of attendance by passing around a sign-in sheet after class starts.  It is an Honor Code violation 

to sign in for another student. 

 

If a class has to be rescheduled, I will notify you as soon as possible and schedule a makeup 

class. 

 

Assessment 

 

Your grade will be based on your final 10,000 word paper (70%), a rough draft of your paper 

(10%), your presentation (10%), and your class participation (as a discussion leader, a class 

participant, and a response to a classmate’s paper) (10%).  

 

Contact Information/Office Hours 

 

Office:   Bates Law Building #130 

Office Hours:   by appointment with professor 



Telephone:   713-743-5018 

E-mail:   jrhawkins@uh.edu 

 

Please feel free to stop by my office, to e-mail me, or to set an appointment in order to discuss 

the class material or anything else of interest to you. 

 

Accommodation of Disabilities 

The University of Houston Law Center strives to assure equal access and full participation by 

people with disabilities.  If you require services because of a disability, you may notify Derrick 

Gabriel, Director of Student Affairs, in person in room 46 TUII, by e-mail at 

dgabriel@central.uh.edu, or by phone at 713-743-2189.  This voluntary self-identification allows 

the University to prepare any necessary and appropriate support services to facilitate your 

learning. 

 

Any requests for exam accommodations should be directed to Mr. Gabriel and should be made as 

soon as possible to allow adequate time to document and process the request. 

 

Counseling and Psychological Services 

Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS) can help students who are having difficulties 

managing stress, adjusting to the demands of a professional program, or feeling sad and 

hopeless. You can reach CAPS (www.uh.edu/caps) by calling 713-743-5454 during and after 

business hours for routine appointments or if you or someone you know is in crisis. No 

appointment is necessary for the “Let's Talk” program, a drop-in consultation service at 

convenient locations and hours around campus. http://www.uh.edu/caps/outreach/lets_talk.html 

 

Assignments 

 

(forthcoming) 

 

Basic Guidelines for Written Assignments 

1. You may not plagiarize any other work – your own, others, or things in the public 

domain. Consult the Student Handbook for a complete description of plagiarism.  In this 

class, plagiarism on your final draft will result in being reported to the Honor Court and 

may result in the other penalties described in the Student Handbook.  

2. Your work must be on paper with 1 inch margins, in Times New Roman 12-point font, 

and double spaced. 

3. Any assignment turned in after the due date and time will be severely punished, including 

possibly being failed and certainly having your grade lowered. No excuses will be 

accepted except in the most extreme circumstances and then only with authorization from 

Dean Tennessee. 

4. All assignments must use proper Bluebook citation formats. 

5. You may not get any help with your assignments without approval from Prof. Hawkins. 

For instance, your roommate cannot proof read the assignment for you. It must be solely 

your work without prior approval. 


