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RETIREES

Two lions of the Law Center retired this Spring af-
ter more than 70 years of combined experience in the
school’s classrooms. Professors John Jay Douglass and
Ira B. Shepard both joined the faculty in the mid-70s and
have watched as the school grew in stature and the stu-
dent body changed along with the law and the way it
is taught.

“The law school is no longer a closed little group of
men,” said Douglass, who came to the school in 1974
and taught criminal, military and election law. “It is a far
more diversified group of students -- race, background
and a lot more women.” Some have already worked for
law firms or been politically involved, he said. That diver-
sity of life and work experiences means many students
today “have been out in the real world and bring more
to the school.”

Shepard, a tax law expert who joined the faculty
in 1975, remembers the days when female applicants
were given credit during the admissions process for rais-
ing children and doing volunteer work to make up for
their lack of business accomplishments. And he noted
women at the time held a disproportionate share of the
top spots in their classes because their mobility was limit-
ed, especially for married women, which kept them from
attending top ranked law schools elsewhere around the
country. He also remembered, with a laugh, how things
changed. “I once was hissed for using an example in a
divorce proceeding of a woman earning less than her
husband. | changed the example to X and Y with the
woman earning more money and said, “OK, now we're
talking chromosomally.” An adjunct professor had a fe-
male student jump up on a desk and rave at him for
being anti-female, he said. Times change, but the quality
of students hasn't. “I thought our classes were pretty
selective then,” Shepard said, “and | think they are still
selective.”

Douglass, a former Army JAG officer who once
commanded fellow professor Jordan Paust, said from a
teaching perspective, “the transition to computers is the
most obvious change since | came here. It's really an un-
believable change.” He said students are able to take far
better notes than they did by hand and their writing has
improved. “But,” he added, “I think unfortunately it may
have changed their oral capabilities a bit.”

For Shepard, teaching tax law is something of a
moving target as Congress enacts an “appalling” num-
ber of changes, special rules and exemptions. “It's in-
credibly more complicated, but it was incredibly compli-
cated back then. | think the real difference is that when

| started teaching if
you didn’t know the
answer to a question,
you could sort of fig-
ure it out based on
your experience and
what you thought
the law should be.
That  disappeared
35 years ago. | sort
of gave up trying to
understand the law
in all its complexities
and started focus-
ing on dealing with
changes in the law.”

Shepard said it used to be possible for a taxpayer
or a small business owner to go to a CPA and then be
able to do it himself the next year just by filling in new
numbers. “That is impossible today because of all the
changes,” he said. With all his expertise, does he do his
own taxes? “l do it the old fashioned way. | hire a CPA,”
he said with a smile.

In general, Douglass said, “The law has opened up
a lot, become much more exposed. People know about
it. They're going to small claims court; everybody has
access to the courts now. That has opened up tremen-
dously in my lifetime.”

So, what's next for the two Law Center icons?

"After 31 years in the Army and 37 here, anyone
who can add realizes that I’'m not a kid anymore,” Doug-
lass said with a laugh. Nevertheless, in addition to doing
some writing, specifically a family history “for the kids,
grandkids, and great-grandkids,” he intends to use his
spare time to play tennis twice a week instead of once.

“I am gradually feeling my way into retirement,”
said Shepard who plans to have a presence at the Law
Center, at least for awhile. He will continue to advise tax
L.L.M. students and work on his outline of recent tax
developments. He also serves on the boards of several
organizations, interviews high school applicants for his
alma mater Harvard and gives about 40 speeches a year
to various groups.

“| probably will miss the classroom,” he said. “But |
think students will be better served by our more recent
hires because one of the things that the professors here
decided to do is to hire only people who are better than
we are.”

Professor John Jay Douglass (left) with Professor Ira B. Shepard
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NEW FACES

Faculty

|
Zachary Bray
Assistant Professor of Law

Zachary Bray teaches and writes
in the areas of property, land

| use and natural resources. Bray
& previously worked as a litiga-
tion associate in the Los Angeles
office of Munger, Tolles & Olson,
LLP. His work at the firm covered
a wide variety of litigation,
including state and federal trials and appeals
on behalf of low-income tenants in association
with various public interest organizations. Bray
received his J.D. from the Yale Law School, and
his bachelor’s degree, summa cum laude, from
the University of Notre Dame.

|
Bret Wells

Assistant Professor of Law

Douglas Bret Wells teaches in
the areas of federal income
taxation, corporate finance,
and international taxation.
Before joining the UH faculty,
Wells was a visiting professor
and an adjunct professor at the
Law Center. Wells received his
bachelor’s degree, summa cum laude, from
Southwestern University in 1987. He earned his
law degree with honors from the University of
Texas School of Law in 1989.

www.law.uh.edu

|
Jessica Lind Mantel
Assistant Professor of Law
Co-Director, Health Law & Policy
Institute

Jessica Lind Mantel joined the
Law Center after eight years of
service with two government
agencies in Washington, D.C.
She worked most recently as

a senior attorney in the Office

of the General Counsel for the
Department of Health and Hu-
man Services. She also has worked as a health
policy analyst in the Government Accountabil-
ity Office evaluating Medicare payment issues.
Prior to her service with government agencies,
she practiced as an associate in the Health Care
Department of the firm of Ropes & Gray in Bos-
ton. Mantel received her J.D. from the Univer-
sity of Michigan Law School and an M.P.P. from
the University of Michigan School of Public
Policy. She also holds a B.A. in psychology from
the University of Pennsylvania.

Staff

I
Sherie Cantrell

Director of Major Gifts,
Office of External Affairs

Sherie Cantrell is a former
development director at The
Bridge Over Troubled Waters,

a comprehensive crisis center
that assists survivors of domestic
and/or sexual violence and
those who are homeless due to
these circumstances or others. A
graduate of Oklahoma City University, Cantrell
has worked in development more than 10 years.

|
Jessica L. Roberts
Assistant Professor of Law

Jessica L. Roberts joined the
faculty of the Law Center after
serving as an Associate-in-Law
at Columbia Law School and an
Adjunct Professor of Disability
Studies at the City University

of New York. Roberts’ research
operates at the intersection of
health law and antidiscrimination law. Her cur-
rent projects explore the theoretical implica-
tions of health-care reform, the formation of
genetic identity, and the antidiscrimination
protection of health-related information. Her
scholarship has appeared, or is forthcoming, in
the University of Illinois Law Review, the Notre
Dame Law Review and the Vanderbilt Law Re-
view, among others. Roberts teaches Introduc-
tion to Health Law, Disabilities and the Law, and
Genetics and the Law.

I
Carrie Criado

Executive Director, Communications
and Marketing

Carrie Criado came to the Law
Center from Al Gore’s The
Climate Project where she was
communications director. She
previously worked as director of
public relations for USLegal, Inc.,
as well as at KVII-TV, KEYT-TV,
KUHT-TV and The First Amend-
ment Center at Vanderbilt University. Criado
has taught communications law and journalism
courses at Southern Methodist University and
Middle Tennessee State. She was a law clerk
for the Federal Communications Commission.
Criado received a B.A. in journalism from The
University of Texas at Austin and earned her
J.D. at the University of Houston Law Center in
1995.
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Profs of the Year

Douglas K. Moll and Adam Gershowitz
were honored for their mastery of the

law and outstanding teaching ability as
repeat winners of “Professor of the Year”
awards for 2010-11. Moll was chosen for
the fourth time by the Order of the Barons
while Gershowitz was selected by the Stu-
dent Bar Association. In 2009-10, his first
year at the Law Center, Gershowitz was
honored by the Order of the Barons.

Weaver Speaks in Cuba

University of Houston Law Center Profes-
sor Jacqueline Weaver was the keynote
speaker on “Best Practices in Oil and Gas
Contracts and Deepwater Drilling” at a
conference in Havana, Cuba. Her participa-
tion was approved under a special license
from the Office of Foreign Asset Control of
the U.S. Treasury after the Obama admin-
istration eased restrictions on academic
travels to Cuba within the framework of
the 51-year-old U.S. embargo of Cuba.
Weaver’s visit is considered the first aca-
demic exchange program with Cuban oil
and gas officials and academics in the past
half-century. Weaver, A.A. White Professor
of Law, has written numerous articles on oil
and gas law and energy policy, including an
article on Enron’s effect on energy markets.
The conference was sponsored by the
Paris-based Association Andrés Bello, an
association of French and Latin-American
legal scholars.

www.law.uh.edu

Adam Gershowitz Douglas K. Moll

Capitol
Praise

A Law Center

student earned

high marks from

Congress for devel-

oping an after-

school program

that teaches social

and academic skills

to delinquent and

at-risk pre-teen girls. Jeanene Holliday, a
May 2011 graduate, received a Certificate
of Special U.S. Congressional Recogni-
tion for helping hundreds of girls gain the
personal skills they will need to succeed in
life. She started the volunteer program in
2004 as part of her master’s project at the
University of Houston after realizing that
young girls weren’t getting much help in
developing good study habits or appropri-
ate social behavior. Her program at a Fort
Bend County middle school was an instant
hit with the girls. Holliday continued the
program even after she became a full-time
teacher, enrolled as a part-time law student
and worked as an Irene Merker Rosen-
berg Scholar at the law school’s Center

for Children, Law & Policy. Not one to rest
on her laurels, Holliday plans to continue
helping youths reach their potential and
hopes to expand the after-school program
nationwide.

Clinic on a Roll

The Law Center’s Immigration Clinic won
decisions that will have a far reaching
impact on future deportation proceed-
ings, including one case that went all the
way to the U.S. Supreme Court and won
with a unanimous decision. The team of
Andrea Boulares, Magda Gonzalez, and
Charlotte Simon, all of whom graduated in
May, wrote the winning merits brief that
culminated more than four years of work
by clinic students. The case involved clas-
sification of prior offenses as justification
for deportation of a legal resident alien.
Geoffrey A. Hoffman, clinical associate
professor and faculty supervisor of the
Immigration Clinic, served as co-counsel
before the Supreme Court. A second case
brought before the Bureau of Immigration
Appeals involved mental competency and
deportation hearings. Andrea Penedo, a 3L
this year, wrote the brief that resulted in
stringent requirements that must be met
before an immigrant can be deemed com-
petent to face deportation proceedings.
Clinic Supervising Attorney Janet B. Beck
worked closely with Penedo in winning the
precedent-setting decision.

Blakely Advocacy
Institute Trifecta

Three different types of Law Center
advocacy teams -- moot court, arbitration,
and negotiation — will be going to national
competitions in 2012. It marks the first
time three such teams have competed in
national championships in the same year. A
pep rally for the “Blakely Advocacy Trifecta”
is scheduled for Jan. 18 at 5 p.m. in the Law
Center Commons. Please come and show
your support for the teams.
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Leadership and Service

New Lounge Makes
Studying a Breeze

Members of the Class of 2011 walked
across the Hofheinz Pavilion stage and

into the world of law after being urged by
a trio of speakers to assume leadership
roles and provide service to their com-
munities, especially in these difficult times.
“As you go forward, think about things not
only for yourself, but to contribute to the
lives of those around you,” commence-
ment speaker Brad Smith, Microsoft’s
general counsel and senior vice president
for Legal and Corporate Affairs, said to the
374 graduates. Renu Khator, University
president and system chancellor, told the
graduates to make a difference. “Never
delay when you can act; never cry when
you can console; and never follow when
you can lead! Go and prove you can change
lives; go and prove you are special; go and
prove you are leaders.” Dean Raymond

T. Nimmer predicted great things: “These
young men and women are the future
managing partners of law firms. They will
be general counsel of major corporations,
judges, legislators, government officers,
and law professors. And every one of them
will be community leaders.”

A major upgrade to the Law Center in rec-
ognition of an alumnus is giving students
a new place to hit the books and relax
between classes. The breezeway, located
between the Hendricks Heritage Room and
the Frankel Room, has been turned into a
bright and comfortable, open-air student
lounge in honor of Philip Donisi, a 1962
Law Center graduate. As part of the new
look on the exterior, bright red signage
with the letters UHLC clearly defines the
entrance to the Law Center. The lounge
was generously underwritten by Finkel-
stein Partners Ltd., a diversified company
based in Houston with roots in the oil and
gas industry. “We decided to do something
to honor Philip for his 40-plus years of ser-
vice to the company,” said Robert Pilegge,
who heads Finkelstein Partners. Company
representatives thought a lasting gift to
the Law Center where Donisi started his
five-decade legal career would be fitting.

Student Honors

Law Center students continue to make their mark on the state and national stage, winning
prestigious awards and appointments. Meghan Baker, who earned dual J.D. and M.S.W.
degrees, was honored as Social Work Student of the Year by the Texas Chapter of the National
Association of Social Workers. Four Law Center LL.M. students were selected to present their
papers at the 7th Cornell Law School Inter-University Graduate Student Conference in New

York. The authors are: Regina A. Bailey, of Houston, Julian Cardenas Garcia, of Venezuela,
Surendran Koran, of India, and Vignaswari “Vicky” Saminathan, of Malaysia. Two Law Center
students were named Albert Schweitzer Fellows and will work with local attorneys during the
coming year to teach underserved high school students about health issues and their legal
health rights. Andrea Penedo and Ron Sung, both 3Ls, are among approximately 260 other
2011-12 Schweitzer Fellows across the country who will be developing and carrying out health
related service projects.

Free at last

Students from UH Law Center and the
University of St. Thomas saw eight years of
effort pay off when capital murder charges
were dropped and Anthony Graves walked
out of prison after 18 years. The law and
journalism students dug into the 1992
slayings of six people in Somerville, Tx., and
convinced prosecutors not to re-try Graves
because there was no credible evidence
linking him to the crime. They found a
startling lack of investigation and physical
evidence, virtually no evidence or motive
tying Graves to the crime and instances of
prosecutorial misconduct. “This is one of
those rare non-DNA exonerations that is
won through sheer determination,” said
Professor Sandra Guerra Thompson, head
of the Criminal Justice Institute at UH Law
Center, “a truly impressive feat!”

Outstanding Speakers

The Law Center continues to draw newsmak-
ers and notables in addition to supportive
alums as guest speakers in classes and during
lunch hour discussions. Just a few recent
speakers include: defense attorney Rusty
Hardin while he was gearing up for Roger
Clemens’ trial; veteran trial and appellate
lawyer Lynne Liberato, teaching “Summary
Judgment 101” in less than an hour; 5th
Circuit Judge Edith Jones, commenting on
judicial activism; Ken Starr discussing some
recent eyebrow-raising First Amendment
decisions; Marjorie Petty, director of Region
6 of the Department of Health and Human
Services, speaking glowingly about health
care reform; State Climatologist Dr. John
Nielsen-Gammon who predicted a 3- to
5-degree rise in temperatures by 2050; and
EEOC Commissioner Chai Feldblum who
lamented the amount of discrimination that
still exists in today’s workplace.
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CENTEN FOR CONSUNER LAW

PEOPLE'S
LAW

EHHQ
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Serving the Public

The Center for Consumer Law, directed

by Associate Dean Richard Alderman,
continues to serve the public, the bar and
the academy. During the past year it has
held several sessions of the People’s Law
School, attended by almost 2,000 people,
and answered thousands of individual
legal questions. Its Consumer Complaint
Center received more than 3,000 com-
plaints and saved consumers more than
$480,000. The Center also presented Con-
sumer Law CLE programs for the bar, and
began planning for its 2012 International
Conference for consumer law professors.
The Center continues to be widely recog-
nized nationally and internationally as a
leader in the field of consumer law.

Lawyers in Love

For Brett Marks ‘81 and Marjorie Marks
’81 Cupid’s bow struck from across the
room during Professor Irene Rosenberg’s
Constitutional Law class more than three
decades ago. “Irene had a knack for stock-
ing up controversy,” Brett said. “After class,
Marjorie and | happened to approach her
about one of her provocative statements.
She told us to ‘talk about it amongst your-
selves. The rest is history.” The pair tied
the knot on May 17, 1981, the day after
commencement. Like Brett and Marjo-
rie, many alumni have met their spouses
or partners while they were both law
students at the UH Law Center. Are you
among the lucky romantic few? If so, we
want to know! Please email lawalumni@
uh.edu with the following information for
both you and your spouse or partner: Your
names, class years, email addresses and,
of course, how you met.

www.law.uh.edu

Dow'’s Night at the Opera
IPIL Fall Lecture

The Institute for Intellectual Property

& Information Law at the University of
Houston Law Center held its 18th Annual
Fall Lecture in November. The featured
speaker was Robert Brauneis, Professor
of Law and Co-Director of the Intellectual
Property Law Program at the George
Washington University Law Center in
Washington, D.C. During his lecture,
“Trademark Infringement, Dilution, and
the Decline in Sharing of Famous Brand
Names,” Brauneis addressed whether the
sharing of famous brand names has actu-
ally decreased, and if changes in sharing
rates can be traced to particular legal, eco-
nomic, or cultural shifts. The Fall Lecture is
sponsored annually by the Ronald A. Katz
Foundation.

Law Center professor and death penalty
lawyer David R. Dow discussed “Dead Man
Walking & the Law” prior to the Houston
premiere of the opera Dead Man Walking
at the Wortham Theatre Center. Founder
of the Texas Innocence Network which uses
Law Center students to investigate inmate
claims of innocence, Dow is also litigation
director of the Texas Defender Service
which represents death row inmates and
works for criminal justice reform. Dow, the
school’s Cullen Professor of Law, discussed
his role in representing more than 100
death row inmates in state and federal
appeals and the personal toll it has taken
on him. The opera is based on the novel
of the same name by Sister Helen Prejean
which follows a death row inmate through
appeals to his eventual execution.

LAW FUND

The Law Fund is the UH Law Center’s annual giving program. Gifts are
unrestricted and are allocated to the highest budget priorities.
These funds:

RECRUIT and retain outstanding faculty members
ATTRACT the best students by increasing financial support
BOOST student and career development services
SUPPORT clinical and advocacy programs
UPDATE computer technology and library materials

e INCREASE alumni outreach

EXCELLENCE in higher education never happens by accident. Your support
is critical in helping educate the next generation of lawyers and crafting and
improving legal policy. Please give.

To give online, please visit https://giving.uh.edu/law/. If you would
like to make a recurring gift, please contact Leah Nusynowitz Gross '87 at
713.743.2203 or Irgross@central.uh.edu.
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Jungle
Beat
Rocks

Annual

Gala

Alumni and friends of the University of
Houston Law Center danced to a jungle beat
until well after midnight at the 35th annual
Law Gala and Auction with its theme of “It's
a Jungle Out There!” and its goal of raising
funds for the school.

More than 500 party-goers attended the
event held March 26th at the Intercontinental
Hotel with the Legends Ballroom transformed
into an equatorial jungle with green foliage,
water walls, two live macaws, a boa con-
strictor and assorted animal “trophies.” The
final tally surpasses the fundraising goal of
$500,000. “We tried to make it a fun evening
that guests would never forget,” said Shan-
non Smith, director of events in the external
affairs department at UH Law Center, “and
the crowd was really energized.”

“For 35 years the Houston legal commu-
nity has generously supported the University
of Houston Law Center Gala & Auction. This
important fundraising event provides critical
financial support for the Law Center’s core
operational needs, such as research, clinic
support, library materials and facilities.

Additionally, the Law Center Gala & Auc-
tion is a much anticipated opportunity for
alums to have a great time and catch up with
friends and colleagues,” said Kathy Brannon,
assistant dean and director of external affairs
at UH Law Center.

Guests were welcomed to the ballroom
by members of the Houston Grand Opera
singing songs from The Lion King, and the

entertainment didn’t stop throughout the
night. Music was provided by Infinite Groove
and a troupe of jungle dancers, and a jungle
magician performed as an aerial bartender
refilling glasses while suspended upside
down.

Silent and live auction items, pitched
by celebrity auctioneer Richard “Racehorse”
Haynes ‘56, ranged from vacation trips to
Ireland, Costa Rica, and the 2012 Masters in
Augusta, Ga., to sailing adventures, jewelry,
artwork and nights out on the town.

“Because of the amazing efforts of our
staff and alumni, this was one of the most
successful gala’s in recent times,” said UH
Law Center Dean Raymond T. Nimmer. “Spe-
cial thanks to Sam ('78) and Melinda Stubbs
who chaired the gala and created a unique
event and to Shannon Smith and the rest
of the external affairs office for putting it
all together. After so many years at this law
school, | continue to be amazed and delighted
by the level of enthusiasm and support we
receive. It remains an honor to be associated
with this school.”

Holiday Coffee

Warren Harris, Dr. Suresh Khator, UH President Renu Khator, UH
Law Center Dean Ray Nimmer

Celebrity auctioneer Richard “Racehorse” Haynes
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The University of Houston Law Center in cooperation
with Thomson Reuters West LegalEdcenter is pleased
to present our gift to UH Law Center alumni for 2012.

OO

The University of Houston Law Center has recently aligned with Thomson Reuters
West LegalEdcenter to provide our alumni a valuable resource — unlimited access to the
nation’s largest web based CLE and professional development service.

The program will launch in January and provide features such as:

* Access to more than 6,000 continuing legal education programs, including
substantive law and practice skills programs from 50+ leading CLE providers,
including the American Law Institute - American Bar Association
and the American Bar Association

* Unlimited access to programs and toll-free technical support available 24 x 7

* Programs provided directly to you from any location with an
Internet connection, including an iPhone, iPod Touch and iPad

* Monthly alerts regarding programs tailored to your
practice area and state of admission

An $840 value, the accredited legal intelligence and education
program will be offered complimentary by UH Law Center in 2012.
Visit www.law.uh.edu for more details in January.




