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Win contest and meet Selena Gomez    

  KEN HOFFMAN   

      Here’s your chance to win primo tickets to Selena Gomez’s super-packed concert, March 9, 

at the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo … and go backstage to meet Selena and have your 

picture taken with her. Just like you’re best buds!  

   Just enter my fabulous “Meet Selena at RodeoHouston Contest!”   

   One lucky winner will receive four Chute Seats to Selena’s concert in Reliant Stadium. If 

you’re not familiar with the stadium’s seating chart, Chute Seats are the best in the house. You’re 

so close to the rodeo action, you might want to think about bringing a clothespin for your nose.   

   Like they say on those infomercials, “Wait, there’s more!”   

   You and your three guests will enjoy a delicious steak dinner before the concert. You’ll also 

get a Reliant Park Season Pass and four carnival ticket packs.   

   “Wait, I’m not done yet!”   

   When you go backstage, ask the red-hot pop sensation for an autograph. She’s cool with it.   

   This is such a great contest, I can’t believe I’m involved in it. Usually the top prize in my 

contests are a couple of cheeseburgers and I introduce you to a wrestler.   

   To enter my contest, click on chron.com/rodeocontest. You’ll have to answer one simple 

question to qualify:   

   Ready?   

   In what state was Selena Gomez born?   

   Come on, this is so easy, even I know the answer.   

 

   White flag   

   I have had it up to here — and then some — with my cable TV company and Comcast 

SportsNet. I have zero confidence that these two idiot companies can act like mature adults who 

care about their customers and get a deal done so fans can watch the Houston Rockets and 

Astros.   



   Desperate times, desperate measures. I have signed up for NBA League Pass. I’ll pay $109 

plus absurd extra fees to watch Rockets games the       rest of the season. I would watch my 

beloved Knicks, too, but I’ll get too upset. They’re horrible. Keep shooting, Carmelo.   

   I swear, the day my cable contract is up, I will quit them like a bad habit. I realize my past 

performance in quitting bad habits is not good … but this time I mean it.   

 

   Tighty whities (briefs)   

   • I need a ruling here. I bought a battery from an auto shop a year ago. They installed it. It 

came with a three-year warranty. This week, the battery went dead. I took it back to the repair 

shop. They said they would replace the battery, but would charge me labor for installing it.      

   I say they should install a replacement battery at no charge (which was the problem with the 

battery — no charge). Who’s right? Should a customer have to pay the labor cost to replace a 

defective product? Where’s Richard Alderman, the “People’s Lawyer,” when I need him?   

   • Don’t feel bad about Mattress Mack “losing” $7 million on his Super Bowl furniture bet. He 

really only lost what he paid for the furniture, which was considerably less than the $7 million he 

charged customers. An advertising executive told me that Mack probably gained $100 million in 

free advertising. The story went around the world. I asked one of Mack’s marketing     

executives, “Is it true that Mack got $100 million in free advertising?” The marketing person 

looked skyward and said, “Higher.”   

   • Dairy Queen has a new Red Velvet Blizzard. Sonic has a new Honey Mustard & Swiss 

Chicken Sandwich. Taco Bell has called a press conference for Monday to announce that it’s 

diving into breakfast head first with a full menu. IHOP has new Sweet Cream Cheese Crepes. 

Burger King has boosted the size of the beef patties in its Big King (the two patties now total ¼ 

pound), but the price holds at $3.69.   

   •The World Wrestling Entertainment Network debuts 8 a.m. Monday. It will be a 24-hour 

online     network showing all sorts of wrestling programs, talk shows, reality series (reality and 

wrestling?), vintage footage and all live pay-per-view events, including WrestleMania XXX on 

April 6. There will be a one-week free showcase. After that, the bill will be $9.99 a month. For 

information, click on wwe.com  .   

   • Punk’s, a soon-to-open Rice Village restaurant featuring “Simple Southern Food,” will hold 

an old-fashioned pie-eating contest Saturday. It’s part of the restaurant’s Street Carnival on 

Morningside, benefiting Texas Children’s Hospital Cancer Center. Everything is free, but 

donations will be accepted. The carnival runs from     noon to 4 p.m. The pie-eating contest starts 

at 2 p.m. The rules are simple: no hands, first to finish a blueberry pie wins a $100 gift card to 

Punk’s, which is scheduled to open in early March.   



   • Here’s the problem with the Winter Olympics. The U.S. men swept gold, silver and bronze 

medals in slopestyle. I have no idea what slopestyle is.      

   • Last week I wrote about comedian Richard Lewis preferring to play stickball with a fuzzless 

tennis ball. Readers asked where to get those. Richard’s reply: “You soak a tennis ball in lighter 

fluid and set it on fire. After the flames die out, it’s like throwing a hardball.” 
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