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KUHF has a good look at What It All Means. 
  
  
”It’s tough to predict,” said Teddy Rave, an assistant professor at the University of Houston Law Center. 
  
”It looks like the jury pretty much split the baby. They answered some questions in favor of the plaintiffs and some in favor 
of the city. And now it’ll be up to the judge to apply the answers that the jury gave to the signatures on the petition to try to 
figure out which ones are valid and how many of them are valid and whether that will get across the threshold.” 
  
The jurors were asked to consider six different questions. 
  
For example, in Question 1, they had to determine which of 98 different petition gatherers “signed and subscribed” their oath. 
Without a valid oath, all signatures that person gathered are invalid. 
  
The jury said “no” for about two-thirds of them. 
  
But [Andy] Taylor, the plaintiffs’ lawyer, argued that says nothing about what the judge will end up ruling on that question. 
  
”As long as you substantially comply with the purpose of the law, then the vote counts,” Taylor said. 
  
He said as long as someone signed or wrote their name anywhere on the page, their intent is clear. 
  
[Geoffrey] Harrison, the city’s lawyer, disagreed. 
  
”People who sign where they’re supposed to legibly identify their name but fail to sign to actually take the oath — that’s the 
fundamental problem,” Harrison said. 
  
See here for the background. What you need to see is the copy of the jury charge embedded in the KUHF story link. It gives a 
good idea of just how shoddy the effort of the petition collectors was. For example: 
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– To the question “Which if any of the following Circulators signed and subscribed the Circulator’s oath in the Referendum 
Petition?”, where “subscribed” means “to sign one’s own name” at the bottom of the pages, the answer for 64 of the 98 
circulators was No. Among them were former Council candidates Philip Bryant, Kathy Ballard-Blueford Daniels, and 
Kendall Baker ; pastor Steve Riggle, and former Harris County GOP Chair Jared Woodfill. 
  
– The plaintiffs made a big deal out of the fact that the jury answered No to the question of whether any pages submitted by 
13 different circulators contained fraud. But to the question of whether or not they contained forgeries, the answer for 12 of 
the 13 was Yes, and to the question of whether or not any of them contained “non-accidental defects”, the answer for 6 of 16 
was Yes. 
  
– Finally to the question of whether or not the circulators’ affidavit oaths were true and correct, the answer for 12 of the 13 
was No. Interestingly, the one circulator for whom the answer was Yes was also the one circulator whose pages were found 
to contain no forgeries. 
  
The big question is how many petition pages get knocked out as a result of all these errors, incompetencies, and forgeries. 
There was a meeting between Judge Schaffer and the attorneys on Thursday the 19th to discuss this very topic . 
  
In the hearing, Judge Robert Schaffer sought input from the lawyers on what to base his final ruling on. 
  
Andy Taylor represents the plaintiffs — pastors and conservatives who oppose the ordinance. 
  
He said the judge will ultimately decide how many valid signatures there are left. 
  
”There are multiple rulings that he’s going to have to make,” Taylor said. “Some of those rulings have subcategories and 
subparts. It’s very, very complicated.” 
  
The jury found several instances on the petition where signature gatherers didn’t sign their oath correctly. They also found 
cases where the same person signed for others, and other defects. But it’s not always clear-cut when a signature is invalid. 
  
Geoffrey Harrison, who represents the city, thinks otherwise. 
  
”If the judge does use the jury’s verdict as a framework for the judge’s decision, this case is over for the plaintiffs,” he said. 
“They lose and it’s not close.” 
  
We’ll see about that. Judge Schaffer is expected to make his ruling on Monday. The more that get tossed, the fewer pages for 
the city to re-count valid signatures (”valid” meaning registered voters in the city of Houston), and obviously the better the 
chance that there won’t be enough of them. This is, as they say, a big effing deal. 
  

---- Index References ---- 

News Subject: (Civil Rights Law (1CI34); Government Litigation (1GO18); Judicial Cases & Rulings (1JU36); Legal 
(1LE33); Liability (1LI55)) 

Region: (Americas (1AM92); North America (1NO39); Texas (1TE14); U.S. Southwest Region (1SO89); USA (1US73)) 

Language: EN 

Other Indexing: (Teddy Rave; Kathy Ballard-Blueford Daniels; Kendall Baker; Steve Riggle; Geoffrey Harrison; Andy 

 © 2015 Thomson Reuters. No claim to original U.S. Government Works. 2 
 

http://blog.chron.com/kuffsworld/2015/02/more-on-the-hero-repeal-petition-jury-verdict/


The following article appeared on the Houston Chronicle’s Off the Kuff Blog on February 22, 2015. 
http://blog.chron.com/kuffsworld/2015/02/more-on-the-hero-repeal-petition-jury-verdict/  

  
 
 
Taylor; Robert Schaffer; Jared Woodfill; Philip Bryant) 

Keywords: (Houston); (Legal matters); (Kendall Baker); (Philip Bryant); (Jared Woodfill); (Kathy Blueford Daniels); 
(petitions); (gay rights); (lawsuit); (Andy Taylor) 

Word Count: 722 
End of Document 
 

© 2015 Thomson Reuters. No claim to original U.S. Government Works. 
 

 

 
 

 © 2015 Thomson Reuters. No claim to original U.S. Government Works. 3 
 

http://blog.chron.com/kuffsworld/2015/02/more-on-the-hero-repeal-petition-jury-verdict/

