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DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS

Contact the Office of Chief Disciplinary Counsel at (512) 453-5535,
the Board of Disciplinary Appeals at (512) 475-1578 or txboda.org, 
or the State Commission on Judicial Conduct at (512) 463-5533.
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ATTORNEY GRIEVANCES

DON’T REPRESENT YOURSELF!
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themselves when accused of wrongdoing? 

Why give yourself different advice?
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lated Canons 2A, 2B, 3B(1), 3B(2),
and 3B(5) of the Texas Code of Judi-
cial Conduct and Article V, section
1-a(6)A of the Texas Constitution. 

On February 29, 2016, the State
Commission on Judicial Conduct
issued a public warning and order of
additional education to Skeet Lee
Jones, county judge in Mentone, Lov-
ing County. Jones violated Canons 2A
and 3B(2) of the Texas Code of Judi-
cial Conduct and Article V, section
1-a(6)A of the Texas Constitution. 

On February 29, 2016, the State
Commission on Judicial Conduct
issued a public reprimand to Bradley
Wayne Stringer, former justice of the
peace of Precinct 3, Place 1 in Hunting-
ton, Angelina County. Stringer violated

Canons 2A, 3B(2), and 3B(4) of the
Texas Code of Judicial Conduct and
Article V, section 1-a(6)A of the Texas
Constitution. 

RESIGNATIONS
On March 22, 2016, the Supreme

Court of Texas accepted the resigna-
tion in lieu of discipline of Carrie
Beth Crisp [#24074093], 34, of San
Marcos. At the time of her resigna-
tion, there was one disciplinary matter
pending, alleging Crisp accepted or
continued employment beyond her
competence, continued the represen-
tation when her own interest adversely
limited her ability to represent her
client, neglected the client matter and
made false statements to the client
about the work that had been per-
formed, and failed to return the client

JUDICIAL ACTIONS
To read the entire public sanctions, go

to scjc.texas.gov.

On March 3, 2016, the State Com-
mission on Judicial Conduct issued a
public warning and order of additional
education to Ben E. Brady, justice of
the peace of Precinct 3, Place 1 in
Maxwell, Caldwell County. Brady vio-
lated Canons 2A and 3B(2) of the
Texas Code of Judicial Conduct and
Article V, section 1-a(6)A of the Texas
Constitution. 

On February 25 2016, the State
Commission on Judicial Conduct
issued a public reprimand and order of
additional education to Mike Herrera,
383rd Judicial District Court judge in
El Paso, El Paso County. Herrera vio-



texasbar.com/tbj Vol. 79, No. 5 • Texas Bar Journal 389

file.
Crisp violated Rules 1.01(a), 1.01(b)(1),

1.15(d), and 8.04(a)(3). 

On March 22, 2016, the Supreme
Court of Texas accepted the resigna-
tion in lieu of discipline of Jennie R.
Mathis [#00793647], 57, of Arling-
ton. At the time of Mathis’s resigna-
tion, there were two pending matters.
In the first matter, in May 2014, the
complainant hired Mathis in a family
law matter. Mathis neglected the case
and failed to communicate. In the sec-
ond matter, in 2006, the complainant
hired Mathis in connection with a
divorce. A final divorce decree was
signed in 2010. Mathis failed to pre-
pare and file a final order awarding the
house to the complainant. Finally,
Mathis failed to respond to the notice
of complaint.

On March 22, 2016, the Supreme
Court of Texas accepted the resigna-
tion in lieu of discipline of Anirudh

ceedings pending, which among them
alleged that Vega neglected legal mat-
ters entrusted to him, failed to carry
out completely the obligations owed to
his clients, failed to communicate and
failed to keep clients reasonably
informed about their legal matters,
failed to timely return unearned fees,
failed to respond to grievances filed
against him, and failed to properly
supervise nonlawyer staff.

Vega violated Rules 1.01(b)(1),
1.01(b)(2), 1.03(a), 1.03(b), 1.15(d),
5.03(a), 5.03(b), and 8.04(a)(8). He
was ordered to pay $27,133 in restitu-
tion and $11,357 in attorneys’ fees and
direct expenses.

SUSPENSIONS
On November 10, 2015, Garry Philip

Cantrell [#00789200], 57, of Dallas,
received a two-year active suspension
effective November 10, 2015. The
193rd Judicial District Court of Dallas
County found that Cantrell violated
Rules 1.04(d) [a contingent fee agree-

D. Sarwal [#24002895], 42, of Austin.
At the time of Sarwal’s resignation,
a judgment in a criminal case had
been entered in the U.S. District
Court for the Northern District of
Texas, Dallas Division, wherein Sarwal
pled guilty to conspiracy to commit
bank fraud and was committed to the
custody of the Federal Bureau of Pris-
ons to be imprisoned for a total term
of 57 months and ordered upon
release from imprisonment to be on
supervised release for a term of two
years. Sarwal was further ordered to
pay an assessment in the amount of
$100 and restitution in the amount
of $13,461,604.31. This conviction
would subject Sarwal to compulsory
discipline.

On February 16, 2016, the Supreme
Court of Texas accepted the resigna-
tion in lieu of discipline of Jose
William Vega [#24034826], 50, of
Houston. At the time of Vega’s resig-
nation, there were 38 disciplinary pro-
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An evidentiary panel of the District 6
Grievance Committee found that in
representing the complainant, Fitzger-
ald neglected the legal matter entrusted
to him. Fitzgerald also failed to keep
the complainant reasonably informed
about the status of her case and
promptly comply with her reasonable
requests for information. Furthermore,
Fitzgerald misrepresented information
to the complainant about her case. 

Fitzgerald violated Rules 1.01(b)(1),
1.03(a), and 8.04(a)(3). He was ordered
to pay $1,722.50 in attorneys’ fees and
direct expenses. 

On January 26, 2016, Bretton Craig
Gerard [#07813050], 56, of Richard-
son, received a two-year fully probated
suspension effective February 1, 2016.
In February 2013, the complainant
requested representation in a bankruptcy
matter and gave property to Gerard to
hold toward a retainer. Thereafter,
Gerard failed to hold the property sep-
arate from his own property. Gerard
failed to deliver the property to the
complainant upon request and failed to
promptly render a full accounting of
the property. 

Gerard violated Rules 1.14(a) and
1.14(b). He was ordered to pay $9,800
in restitution and $3,570 in attorneys’
fees and direct expenses. 

On March 10, 2016, Kevin M. Hall
[#24041041], 45, of Houston, accepted
a one-year fully probated suspension
effective March 15, 2016. An eviden-
tiary panel of the District 4 Grievance
Committee found that Hall neglected
a legal matter, failed to keep his client
reasonably informed about the status of
her case, and failed to promptly com-
ply with his client’s reasonable requests
for information. Upon the termination
of his representation, Hall failed to sur-
render papers and property to which
his client was entitled and failed to
timely respond to the grievance.

Hall violated Rules 1.01(b)(1), 1.03(a),
1.15(d), and 8.04(a)(8). He was ordered
to pay $1,500 in attorneys’ fees and
direct expenses.

On March 11, 2016, Kevin M. Hall

ment shall be in writing and shall state
the method by which the fee is to be
determined], 1.14(b) [upon receiving
funds or other property in which a
client or third person has an interest, a
lawyer shall promptly notify the client
or third person and promptly deliver
to the client or third person any funds
or other property that the client or
third person is entitled to receive],
3.01 [a lawyer shall not bring or
defend a proceeding, or assert or con-
trovert an issue therein, unless the
lawyer reasonably believes that there
is a basis for doing so that is not frivo-
lous], and 4.04(b)(2) [a lawyer shall
not present civil charges against a
complainant, a witness, or a potential
witness in a bar disciplinary proceed-
ing solely to prevent participation by
the complainant, witness, or potential
witness therein].

Cantrell was ordered to pay $15,211.57
in restitution, $4,821.50 in attorneys’
fees, and $530.45 in direct expenses. 

On February 18, 2016, Keith F. Ellis
[#00790642], 59, of Vidor, received an
18-month partially probated suspen-
sion effective March 13, 2016, with
the first six months actively suspended
and the remainder probated. An evi-
dentiary panel of the District 3 Griev-
ance Committee found that Ellis
neglected a probate matter, failed to
keep his client reasonably informed
about the status of the probate matter,
and failed to promptly comply with his
client’s reasonable requests for infor-
mation. Upon his termination, the
respondent failed to refund advance
payments of fees that had not been
earned. The respondent also failed to
respond to the grievance.

Ellis violated Rules 1.01(b)(1),
1.03(a), 1.15(d), and 8.04(a)(8). He
was ordered to pay $2,500 in restitu-
tion and $1,770 in attorneys’ fees and
direct expenses.

On March 2, 2016, Robert E.
Fitzgerald [#07088700], 65, of Dallas,
received a five-year partially probated
suspension effective February 1, 2016,
with the first two years actively sus-
pended and the remainder probated.
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lawyer to keep a client reasonably
informed about the status of a matter
and promptly comply with reasonable
requests for information].

Jones was ordered to pay $2,494.50
in attorneys’ fees and direct expenses. 

On March 28, 2016, George Gregory
Lake [#24081565], 29, of Marshall,
received a 36-month partially probated
suspension effective March 23, 2016,
with the first 18 months actively sus-
pended and the remainder probated.
An evidentiary panel of the District 1
Grievance Committee found that in
representing the complainant in con-
nection with a criminal law matter,
Lake neglected the legal matter en-
trusted to him by failing to provide
legal services. Lake failed to keep the
complainant reasonably informed about
the status of his criminal matter, failed
to promptly comply with reasonable
requests for information from the com-
plainant about his criminal matter,

and, upon termination of the represen-
tation, failed to refund advance pay-
ments of fees that had not been
earned. 

Lake violated Rules 1.01(b)(1),
1.03(a), 1.15(d), and 8.04(a)(8). He
was ordered to pay $2,000 in restitu-
tion and $1,137.25 in attorneys’ fees. 

Lake had until April 27, 2016, to file
an appeal.

On February 24, 2016, Douglas
Matthew McMaster [#13786020], 53,
of Brownsville, accepted a 27-month
fully probated suspension effective
March 1, 2016. The District 12 Griev-
ance Committee found that McMaster
neglected client legal matters, failed to
promptly comply with reasonable re-
quests for information, and failed to
respond to one grievance.

McMaster violated Rules 1.01(b)(1),
1.03(a), and 8.04(a)(8). He was or-
dered to pay $600 in restitution and
$1,000 in attorneys’ fees. TBJ

[#24041041], 45, of Houston, accepted
a one-year fully probated suspension
effective March 15, 2016. An eviden-
tiary panel of the District 4 Grievance
Committee found that Hall neglected
a legal matter, failed to keep his client
reasonably informed about the status of
his case, and failed to promptly comply
with his client’s reasonable requests for
information. Hall further failed to timely
respond to the grievance.

Hall violated Rules 1.01(b)(1), 1.03(a),
and 8.04(a)(8). He was ordered to pay
$1,000 in attorneys’ fees and direct
expenses.

On February 21, 2016, Robert M.
Jones [#10951000], 71, of Duncanville,
received a two-year active suspension
effective March 1, 2016. The 68th
Judicial District Court of Dallas County
found that Jones violated Rules
1.01(b)(1) [prohibiting a lawyer from
neglecting a legal matter entrusted to
the lawyer], and 1.03(a) [requiring a

Fastest smartest malpractice insurance. Period.

800.906.9654
GilsbarPRO.com

DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


