
2023 Dean’s Awards Ceremony



Distinguished Award Recipients



3

Professor Bret Wells
Law Foundation Professor of Law

Ethel M. Baker Faculty Award



4

Robert G. Gonzalez
Building Manager

Staff Award



5

Professor Meredith J. Duncan
George Butler Research Professor of Law 
Assistant Dean of Diversity, Inclusion 
and Metropolitan Programs

Student Bar Association Professor of the Year – Full-Time
Order of the Barons Professor of the Year



6

Prof. Lauren Jansen Simpson
Clinical Associate Professor
Lawyering Skills & Strategies

Student Bar Association Professor of the Year – Part-Time



Student Awards



8

Heather K. Jager

Gus A. Schill, Jr. Scholarship for Ethics in Representation
Donor: Friends of Gus A. Schill



9

Baylee M. Pearce

Gus A. Schill, Jr. Maritime Law and Professionalism Scholarship
Donor: Friends of Gus A. Schill



10

Matthew A. Bartnovsky

Dean A. A. White Student Scholarship 
Donor: A.A. White, Dean Emeritus & Ersie Kern Ator White



11

Stephen M. Evans

Dean A. A. White Student Scholarship 
Donor: A.A. White, Dean Emeritus & Ersie Kern Ator White



12

Alexa J. Koerth

Dean A. A. White Student Scholarship 
Donor: A.A. White, Dean Emeritus & Ersie Kern Ator White



13

Paul L. Magee

Dean A. A. White Student Scholarship 
Donor: A.A. White, Dean Emeritus & Ersie Kern Ator White



14

Emily A. Muenster

Dean A. A. White Student Scholarship 
Donor: A.A. White, Dean Emeritus & Ersie Kern Ator White



15

Laura A. Nguyen

Dean A. A. White Student Scholarship 
Donor: A.A. White, Dean Emeritus & Ersie Kern Ator White



16

Douglas E. Steinman

Dean A. A. White Student Scholarship 
Donor: A.A. White, Dean Emeritus & Ersie Kern Ator White



17

David I. Strumeyer

Dean A. A. White Student Scholarship 
Donor: A.A. White, Dean Emeritus & Ersie Kern Ator White



18

Aaron M. Moseley-Saldivar 

Marvin Nathan ’66 Fellowship
Donor: Marlene Nathan Meyerson Family Foundation & Marvin Nathan



19

Jacob D. Parsont

Marvin Nathan ’66 Fellowship
Donor: Marlene Nathan Meyerson Family Foundation & Marvin Nathan



20

Tyler J. Brewster

Claude Hippard Scholarship
Donor: Dr. Helena Karlberg Hippard



21

Aal T. Gray

James E. Crowther Scholarship
Donor: The Hobby Family Foundation



22

Megan D. Kibler 

James E. Crowther Scholarship
Donor: The Hobby Family Foundation



23

Maham Shah 

James E. Crowther Scholarship
Donor: The Hobby Family Foundation



24

David J. Segal 

James E. Crowther Scholarship
Donor: The Hobby Family Foundation



25

Kathleen E. Whitmore

James E. Crowther Scholarship
Donor: The Hobby Family Foundation



26

Victoria M. Lujan

Gardere Endowed Scholarship in Memorial of Ron Gaswirth ‘68
Donor: Gardere, Wynne, Sewell LLP



27

Brady Mills

Roxella T. Cavazos ‘82 Endowed Scholarship in Law
Donor: Roxella T. Cavazos



28

Andrew Lambrecht 

Houston Chapter of Tax Executives Institute, Inc. (TEI)
Donor: Houston Chapter of Tax Executives, Inc.



29

W. Quentin Manuel

Houston Chapter of Tax Executives Institute, Inc. (TEI)
Donor: Houston Chapter of Tax Executives, Inc.



30

Nathan O. Sauers 

Houston Bar Association, Tax Section Scholarship
Donor: HBA Tax Section



31

Emily A. Muenster

Ira B. Shepard Memorial Scholarship
Donor: Family and Friends of Ira Shephard



32

Chelsea K. El-Azzi

Michael E. Todd ’04 Memorial Endowed Scholarship
Donor: Valerie Chambers and Family and Friends of Michael Todd



33

Kairo N. Grant

Gil Epstein '94 Scholarship
Donor: Family and Friends of Gil Epstein



34

Nehad M. Mikhael

J. Huey O'Toole Award
Donor: Family and Friends of J. Huey O'Toole



35

Alexia A. Rauen

J. Huey O'Toole Award
Donor: Family and Friends of J. Huey O'Toole



36

Pierre E. Schlaefli

Celia Figueroa '94 Memorial Scholarship
Donor: Bancomer Transfer Services, Inc. and 

Family and Friends of Celia Figueroa 



37

Jamie S. Stehle

Celia Figueroa '94 Memorial Scholarship
Donor: Bancomer Transfer Services, Inc. and 

Family and Friends of Celia Figueroa 



38

Kara D. Taylor

Nancy Snyder-Nepo '00 Scholarship 
Donor: Family and Friends of Nancy Snyder-Nepo



39

Destiny M. Alliniece

Judge Mary Bacon ’72 Scholarship
Donor: Family and Friends of Judge Mary Bacon



40

Lynn T. Melo

Judge Mary Bacon ’72 Scholarship
Donor: Family and Friends of Judge Mary Bacon



41

David J. Segal

Judge Mary Bacon ’72 Scholarship
Donor: Family and Friends of Judge Mary Bacon



42

J. Marti Covington O’Kehie

Marcella Burke ’12 Law Mom Endowed Scholarship
Donor: Marcella C. Burke



43

Aaron C. Cromer

Barksdale Stevens Award
Donor: BakerBotts LLP



44

Sarah L. Smati

Barksdale Stevens Award
Donor: BakerBotts LLP



45

Andrew Jacobs

Diane Livingstone ’87 Memorial Endowed Scholarship
Donor: Daniel Kamensky



46

Aprill J. Harmon

Robert Allen Memorial Student Excellence Fund
Donor: Elizabeth S. Allen



47

Michael-Denis A. Taylor

Robert Allen Memorial Student Excellence Fund
Donor: Elizabeth S. Allen



48

Michael-Denis A. Taylor

Dean D. Hunt ‘90 Scholarship
Donor: Dean D. Hunt



49

Sarah N. Siddiqui

Ann Dinsmore Forman ‘91 Memorial Child Advocacy Award 
Donor: Friends of Ann Dinsmore Forman



50

Grace A. Binger

Ann Dinsmore Forman ‘91 AWIL Award 
Donor: Friends of Ann Dinsmore Forman



51

Rebecca J. Hill

Ann Dinsmore Forman ‘91 AWIL Award
Donor: Friends of Ann Dinsmore Forman



52

Shelby M. Velasquez

Ann Dinsmore Forman ‘91 AWIL Award
Donor: Friends of Ann Dinsmore Forman



53

Emily Martinez

Women of the Law Scholarship
Donor: Women of the Law Steering Committee



54

Shelby M. Velasquez

Women of the Law Scholarship
Donor: Women of the Law Steering Committee



55

Emelia-May Duguay

Lauren ‘94 and Iain Simpson Conservation Scholarship 
Donor: Lauren and Iain Simpson 



56

Terancio Fabio Marques da Graca 

Weaver-Lang Presidential Fellowship
Donor: D.J. Baker ‘73 and Suzanne Baker ‘73



57

Hamilton F. Leiser 

Weaver-Lang Presidential Fellowship
Donor: D.J. Baker ‘73 and Suzanne Baker ‘73



58

Alina A. Virani

Weaver-Lang Presidential Fellowship
Donor: D.J. Baker ‘73 and Suzanne Baker ‘73



59

Muriel S. Hague

Buck J. Wynne Memorial scholarship
Donor: State Bar of Texas Environmental and 

Natural Resources Law Section



60

William H. Tatom

Buck J. Wynne Memorial scholarship
Donor: State Bar of Texas Environmental and 

Natural Resources Law Section



61

Isabel E. Huntsman

ConocoPhilips Energy Studies Award
Donor: ConocoPhilips, Inc.



62

Marco A. Graniel

Joan Garfinkel Glantz Civil Liberties Scholarship
Donor: Friends of Joan Garfinkel Glantz



63

Matthew W. Welsh

Joan Garfinkel Glantz Scholarship
Donor: Friends of Joan Garfinkel Glantz



64

Bill N. Bandy

Yale Rosenberg Memorial Prize
Donor: Friends of Yale Rosenberg



65

Mallika Dargan

Yale Rosenberg Memorial Prize
Donor: Friends of Yale Rosenberg



66

Amanda Dorman

Mark Vela Scholarship Fund
Donor: Family & Friends of Mark Vela



67

Karina A. Sanchez

First Generation Scholarship in Memoriam of Cecil Eugene Ogle
Donor: Gina S. Warren



68

Karina A. Sanchez

John S. Chase, Jr. Endowed Scholarship 
Donor: Brenda J. Peters-Chase



69

Michael-Denis A. Taylor

John S. Chase, Jr. Endowed Scholarship 
Donor: Brenda J. Peters-Chase



70

Mallika Dargan

2020 Carol B. Oberdorfer ‘81 Scholarship for a Minority Law Student 
Donor: Carol B. Oberdorfer



71

Emily Martinez

Rene S. Gonzalez ‘93 Memorial Endowed Scholarship
Donor: Lorene C. Gonzalez and Elizabeth J. Gonzales



72

Hanna Niner

Honorable Alvin ( J.D. 67) and Susie Zimmerman Scholarship
Donor: The Honorable Alvin L. Zimmerman



73

Jazmyne U. Betters

DeAnna Mack'08 Memorial Scholarship
Donor: Jones McClure Publishing, Inc. and  

Family and Friends of DeAnna Mack



74

Alexandria M. Harris

DeAnna Mack'08 Memorial Scholarship
Donor: Jones McClure Publishing, Inc. and  

Family and Friends of DeAnna Mack



75

Nurain N. Ali

Leonard Rosenberg Family Scholarship
Donor: Leonard B. Rosenberg



76

Lucy M. Jayala

Reginald Weldon Garrett, Jr. Endowed Scholarship
Donor: Reginald W. Garrett, Jr.



77

Deborah Q. Billy Gillis Harry

Latham & Watkins Student Diversity Leadership Scholarship
Donor: Deborah Q. Billy Gillis Harry



78

Celeste A. Acevedo

Latham & Watkins Transactional Law Scholarship
Donor: Latham & Watkins LLP



79

Dilari M. Cooper

Latham & Watkins Transactional Law Scholarship
Donor: Latham & Watkins LLP



80

Kristin L. Motley

UHLC Clinic Program Award
Donor: Phil and Janet ‘93 Heppard



81

Hanna Niner

Clinical Legal Education Association
Donor: Clinical Legal Education Association (CLEA)



82

Daria Adler

Irving J. Weiner Memorial Scholarship
Donor: Mrs. Irving J. Weiner and friends of Irving J. Weiner

Student Photo Unavailable



83

Sofia A. Vlahakos

Irving J. Weiner Memorial Scholarship
Donor: Mrs. Irving J. Weiner and friends of Irving J. Weiner



84

Taylor D. Daugherty

Frank G. Evans Scholarship 
Donor: Tasha Willis



85

Amelia M. Harvey

Frank G. Evans Scholarship 
Donor: Tasha Willis



86

Sara Golestaneh

Frank G. Evans Scholarship 
Donor: Tasha Willis



87

Sofia A. Vlahakos

Frank G. Evans Scholarship 
Donor: Tasha Willis



88

Cesar N. Rivera Infante

Sam Williamson Fellowship in Immigration Law
Donor: Family and Friends of Sam Williamson



89

Stephanie Melgar

Joseph Vail Memorial Scholarship
Donor: Family and Friends of Joseph Vail



90

Elisa C. Tavera

Joseph Vail Memorial Scholarship
Donor: Family and Friends of Joseph Vail



91

Kayla Vazquez

Joseph Vail Memorial Scholarship
Donor: Family and Friends of Joseph Vail



92

Emma Myles

IPIL Co-Directors Award
Donor: Institute for Intellectual Property and Information Law



93

Laura A. Nguyen

IPSO Service Award
Donor: Institute for Intellectual Property and Information Law



94

Luke D. Holbrook

Houston Intellectual Property Law Association (HIPLA) and the 
Atlas IP Inn of Court Joint Scholarship

Donor: HIPLA and Nancy F. Atlas IP Inn of Court



95

Victor R. Martinez

Houston Intellectual Property Law Association (HIPLA) and the 
Atlas IP Inn of Court Joint Scholarship

Donor: HIPLA and Nancy F. Atlas IP Inn of Court



96

Emma Myles

Houston Intellectual Property Law Association (HIPLA) and the 
Atlas IP Inn of Court Joint Scholarship

Donor: HIPLA and Nancy F. Atlas IP Inn of Court



97

Laura A. Nguyen

Houston Intellectual Property Law Association (HIPLA) and the 
Atlas IP Inn of Court Joint Scholarship

Donor: HIPLA and Nancy F. Atlas IP Inn of Court



98

LaTheena (Bebe) Thomas

Prudential Life Insurance Scholarship
Donor: Prudential Life Insurance Company



99

Ann M. James

Prudential Life Insurance Scholarship
Donor: Prudential Life Insurance Company



100

Jasim S. Khan

John B. Neibel Scholarship
Donor: Family and Friends of John B. Neibel



101

Elizabeth T. Do

Ewer-Oren J.D. Health Law Writing Award
Donor: Professor Laura Oren



102

Sara Golestaneh

Ewer-Oren J.D. Health Law Writing Award
Donor: Professor Laura Oren



103

Kristen N. McCourt

Dr. Alvin Goldstein Health Law Writing Scholarship
Donor: Wendy C. Goldstein-Feldman ( J.D. ’92)



104

Masha Pobedinsky

Lex Frieden Endowed Scholarship for Health Law
Donor: Family and Friends of Lex Frieden



105

Colleen E. Pert

HLPI Scholarship in Health Law 
Donor: Health Law and Policy Institute



106

Roshni Edalur

HLPI Scholarship in Health Law 
Donor: Health Law and Policy Institute



107

Carmen Del Rosario England

Murray M. Nusynowitz Memorial Fund
Donor: Family and Friends of Murray M. Nusynowitz



108

Sophie Truong

Catherine Wright Memorial Scholarship
Donor: Friends of Catherine Wright 



109

Tyler J. Brewster

Catherine Wright Memorial Scholarship
Donor: Friends of Catherine Wright 



110

Matthew T. Chelf

Houston Bar Association, Probate, Trusts and Estates
Donor: HBA Probate, Trusts & Estates Section



111

Mary E. Helget

Houston Bar Association, Corporate Counsel Section Award
Donor: HBA Corporate Counsel Section



112

Lynn T. Melo

Houston Bar Association, Construction Law Section
Donor: HBA Construction Law Section



113

Amanda Dorman

ALI CLE Scholarship & Leadership Award
Donor: American Law Institute-ABA Committee on 

Continuing Legal Education



114

Mallika Dargan

National Order of Scribes
Donor: Order of Scribes



115

Michael T. Dinnella

National Order of Scribes
Donor: Order of Scribes



116

Caroline Drennen

National Order of Scribes
Donor: Order of Scribes



117

Andrew Jacobs

National Order of Scribes
Donor: Order of Scribes



118

Jack O. Lenske

National Order of Scribes
Donor: Order of Scribes



119

W. Quentin Manuel

National Order of Scribes
Donor: Order of Scribes



120

Emma Myles

National Order of Scribes
Donor: Order of Scribes



121

LaTheena (Bebe) Thomas

National Order of Scribes
Donor: Order of Scribes



LEX Awards



123

LEX Awards
Constitutional Law

Nathan Halaney

Jesus G. Davila

Omar U. Haq

Grace A. Binger



124

LEX Awards
Contracts

Kyle Henk

Jayson K. Hatfield

Joseph B. Lipper

Obateniola Fayiga



125

LEX Awards
Contracts

Douglas E. Steinman

Connor D. SchlacksCaroline B. Puryear



126

LEX Awards
Criminal Law

Anna B. Seale

Omar U. Haq

Jamie S. Stehle 

Brian A. Cohen



127

LEX Awards
Procedure

Brady Mills

D. Lachlan McLeod

Douglas E. Steinman

Inkar N. Imanbaeva



128

LEX Awards
Property

Madeline E. ONeill

Omar U. Haq

Laura A. Nguyen

Jane L. Foreman



129

LEX Awards
Statutory Interpretation & Regulation

Chase HillJose R. Chelala

Andrew C. Lambrecht

Clarissa F. Alvarez

Katherine A. Parker

Student Photo Unavailable



130

LEX Awards
Torts

Edward A. Vaudry

Savannah E. Witte

Jamie S. Stehle

Carson C. Copeland



131

LEX Awards
Intro to American Law

Thomas I. Hope



132

LEX Awards
Lawyering Skills and Strategies

Anthony D. Barger

Rhylee M. Azevedo

Luke V. Brock

Celeste A. Acevedo



133

LEX Awards
Lawyering Skills and Strategies

Elizabeth T. Do

Andrea M. Chipinski

Jason S. Ferguson

Mackenzie Caldwell



134

LEX Awards
Lawyering Skills and Strategies

Camille B. Gonzalez

Elizabeth A. Gallaspy

Matthew S. Harris

Ross A. Galansky



135

LEX Awards
Lawyering Skills and Strategies

Venodhar R. Julapalli

Aizat Imambek

Jeffrey B. Langemeier

Rachel K. Howard



136

LEX Awards
Lawyering Skills and Strategies

Jessalyn P. McAlister

Paul L. Magee

D. Lachlan McLeod

Joseph P. Lipper



137

LEX Awards
Lawyering Skills and Strategies

Faatima Ovais

Helene S. Miranda

Rida Sarwar

Graysen Mechler



138

LEX Awards
Lawyering Skills and Strategies

Laura A. Nguyen

Douglas E. Steinman

David I. Strumeyer

Caroline M. Smyrl



Congratulations!
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