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Message from the Director

Summer 2021

I have been thinking a lot about connection this year. Overwhelmingly, we connected to the
Internet. Our classes and our meetings moved online, and we entered a seemingly unending
parade of virtual appointments and video chats. There were times when I felt as though I
lived on my computer. It was an experience that often felt isolating.

In times like these, it is easy to focus only on the disconnect. Throughout this academic year,
we've been separated from everyone. Sometimes that distance has been physical, sometimes
ideological, and sometimes emotional.

Connection and disconnect: With these conflicting themes in mind, [ took stock of the year
through the photos you see in these pages. Looking through them, I mourned the things we
missed, but I couldn’t help but notice all we shared. Students beam with pride, competing
in virtual competitions and receiving awards remotely. Colleagues engage meaningfully in
online workshops and talks, connecting on personal and professional levels just like before.
And we reached our long-term goal of helping to establish a medical-legal partnership, con-
necting physicians and lawyers with patients in the community surrounding the University
of Houston.

We found joy this year because, despite all odds, we found each other. We overcame incred-
ible challenges because we were in it together. Thank you for being part of the incredible
network that connects us, this year and always.

Support the Health Law & Policy Institute
Stay connected by making a charitable gift today to support research, service, and other
top funding priorities in Health Law. For more information, visit us online.

HLPI News & Events

University of Houston Launches Medical-Legal Partnership

The University of Houston College of Medicine and the Humana Integrated Health
System Sciences Institute at the University of Houston teamed up with Lone Star Circle
of Care, a federally qualified health center, and Lone Star Legal Aid, a free legal aid pro-
vider, to briefly launch a medical-legal partnership at Lone Star Circle of Care’s clinic.
The Medical-Legal Partnership, which was active in 2021, had long been one of HLPI’s
goals. This temporary partnership represented the culmination of years of behind-the-
scenes work spearheaded by HLPI’s own Jessica Mantel. The MLP will close its doors on
campus as of December 1, 2021, but the LSCC and LSLA partnership hopes to continue
providing legal assistance in other Houston clinics.



https://uh.edu/news-events/stories/2021/may-2021/05272021-mlp-humana.php
https://www.law.uh.edu/healthlaw/support.asp

HLPI’s Annual Symposium Workshop Showcases Data Privacy Experts

On October 23, 2020, we sponsored the

8th annual Health Law Symposium Work-
shop. The event, entitled “Defining Health
Data,” explored the impact of wellness apps,
wearables, and other digital technologies on
our current, limited understanding of health
data. In looking at the long-term effects of
machine learning, social determinants of
health, and the quantified-self movement,
the workshop posed a provocative question:
have all data become health data?

Seth Chandler | i

From Left to Right: Professors Seth J. Chandler, Leah R. Fowler, Valerie Koch, Jessica L. Roberts, Michael

Mattioli, Daniel Schwarcz, Anya Prince, Charlotte Tschider, and Natalie Ram. . Lo
Michael Mattioli, professor of law at the

University of Indiana Maurer School of Law, considered health data from the perspective of mental health apps. Profes-
sor Mattioli built on his prior empirical work to consider the long-term impacts of recent Food and Drug Administra-
tion enforcement decisions for wellness app marketing in the pandemic.

Anya Prince, an associate professor at the University of lowa College of Law, asked if location data could be health data,
depending on the types of conclusions drawn from one’s whereabouts and the discrimination one could face based on
those conclusions.

Daniel Schwarcz of the University of Minnesota Law School took the issue of discrimination a step further. Drawing
inspiration from his previous work with Professor Prince, he considered health-based proxy discrimination through
machine learning and four strategies to

restrict discrimination based on traits Voo

directly linked to health status.

Charlotte Tschider, an assistant professor
of law at Loyola University Chicago School
of Law, wrestled with similar issues in

her piece about artificial intelligence and
the intersection of data use interests and
privacy interests.

The four authors’ pieces are important
scholarly contributions to the emerging
issue of data privacy in an increasingly
technology-driven world. The HousTon
JourNAL oF HEALTH Law & Poricy will

publish their work, along with a foreword S —
by Research Assistant Professor Leah R.
Fowler, in a forthcoming volume.

not
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From Top to Bottom: Professors Jessica L. Mantel, Seth ]. Chandler, Daniel Schwarcz, and Valerie Koch


https://law.indiana.edu/about/people/bio.php?name=mattioli-michael
https://law.uiowa.edu/anya-prince
https://www.law.umn.edu/profiles/daniel-schwarcz
https://www.luc.edu/law/faculty/facultyandadministrationprofiles/tschider-charlotte.shtml
https://www.law.uh.edu/hjhlp/
https://www.law.uh.edu/hjhlp/
http://www.law.uh.edu/faculty/main.asp?PID=5291
http://www.law.uh.edu/faculty/main.asp?PID=5291

Distinguished Speakers Visit UHLC

Ruqaiijah Yearby

On April 5, 2021, the University of Houston Law Center wel-

NN o comed Rugaiijah Yearby, professor of law and Executive Director
Using Health THTE and Co-Founder of the Institute for Healing Justice and Equity at
Justice to Address The Ihstitute for Healing Justice & Equity the Saint
Racism in the Lo
Government’s 01‘115 )
Pandemic Response University
School
SAINT LOUIS UNIVERSITY
Professor
Yearby
I joincd us
virtually

as part of the University of Houston Law Center Colloquium
Speaker Series. In her talk, she discussed her forthcoming ar-
ticle with Seema Mohapatra, Systemic Racism, the Government’s
Pandemic Response, and Racial Inequities in COVID-19. Our health
law students were lucky to attend a special meet-and-greet with
Professor Yearby before her noon presentation.

Professor Ruqaiijah Yearby presents virtually as part of the University of Houston
Law Center Colloquium Speaker Series.

Karen Tseng

On March 31, 2021, Karen  socjal Needs to Prioritize? HARRISHERLM

Tseng, the Senior VP for And With Whom Effectively to Partner?
Population Health Trans-

formation at Harris Health

System and Baker Institute = m (iii chrenicDisease Management
Fellow, joined us to discuss é 7 ARy ot
strategies for building an
accountable community . % ) oo cvaion
for health. In her talk, she
presented three interrelated - Ccmmumt;{ Health A

. « e . ) Hu
Harris Health initiatives—a ,
food prescription program, ; Remote Monitoring & Telehealth

Karen Tseng presents as part of the Health Law ¢ Policy
Institute’s Speaker Series.

a nutrition and chronic dis-
ease management hub, and

a community population
health collaborative—to
illustrate how Harris Health System is leveraging the social determinants of health

to improve patient outcomes. She also explored points of intersection with the regulatory environment and the financ-
ing options they are exploring to improve program sustainability. “I really think of this work as embodying the best of
the lawyering model,” she said, emphasizing that lawyers are service professionals who “meet their clients where they are
at. To be practical and results-oriented requires taking an interdisciplinary, holistic approach.”


https://www.slu.edu/law/faculty/ruqaiijah-yearby.php
http://law.uh.edu/healthlaw/2020_21 Speaker Series Announcement Karen Tseng 3_31_21.pdf
http://law.uh.edu/healthlaw/2020_21 Speaker Series Announcement Karen Tseng 3_31_21.pdf
https://www.law.uh.edu/news/spring2021/0409Health.asp

Advisory Board Welcomes New Members

This spring, we welcomed two new members to our esteemed HLPI Advisory Board.

Professor Crystal James is Special Assistant to the President for COVID-19 Recovery
and Head, Department of Graduate Public Health and Associate Professor at Tuskegee
University. In addition to being an accomplished academic, she is also a 1998 graduate of
the University of Houston Law School. We look forward to benefiting from her valuable
insights and leadership.

Nicholas |. Diamond is a Director and leads the Global
Health Practice at C&M International, the global policy
and regulatory affairs affiliate of Crowell & Moring LLP,
in the Washington, DC office. He also served as an adjunct professor of law at the George-
town University Law Center and an associate scholar in the Center for Global Health at
the University of Pennsylvania. His expertise in global health and regulatory policy will
be a tremendous asset to our board and our classrooms as he joins us as an adjunct in the
coming academic year.

If you are interested in joining our advisory board, please email healthlaw@uh.edu.

Nicholas Diamond

Professor Fowler Named Health Law Scholar

Professor Leah Fowler’s abstract, Reassessing Low Risk, was selected for presentation at the
2021 Health Law Scholars Workshop. The Workshop is co-sponsored by the American Society
of Law, Medicine and Ethics and the Saint Louis University School of Law Center for Health
Law Studies.

Professor Fowler is one of four junior faculty invited to participate in this year’s Workshop.
The selection process is competitive. A nominating committee composed of eleven health law
Research Director Leah R. and bioethics scholars from across the country evaluated the abstracts looking for those that
Fowler have an original thesis and are likely to produce scholarship that will make a significant contri-
bution to health law and bioethics scholarship.

Jessica Roberts and Jessica Mantel were both previously named Health Law Scholars and par-
ticipated in the Workshop.


https://www.slu.edu/law/health/speakers-and-programs/scholars.php
https://www.law.uh.edu/healthlaw/advisory.asp
https://www.tuskegee.edu/programs-courses/colleges-schools/cvm/cvm-dgph-crystal-m-james
https://www.nicholasjdiamond.com/bio.html
mailto:healthlaw%40uh.edu?subject=

Press and Publicatons

Professor Valerie Koch has been all over the news
this year, applying her expertise in law, bioethics,
and public health to comment on high-profile events
like employer vaccine mandates. She has recently
appeared in the New York Times, the Washington
Post, and Texas Monthly, among many others.

Co-Director Valerie Koch

UH Law Center Health Law Professors Published in National
COVID-19 Policy Playbook

Jessica L. Roberts and Leah R. Fowler co-authored a
chapter titled, Improving Data Collection and Man-
agement with Nicolas P. Terry of the Indiana Uni-

versity Robert H. McKinney School of Law.

COVID-19

POLICY

::gl:-'::c:b"::"?;g;:m-“m The book chapter argues that data are fundamental
to good public health policies and their implemen-

tation. But with the challenges presented by the

COVID-19 pandemic, the collection, analysis and

distribution of public health data were flawed.

Publication Spotlight

HLPI Director Jessica L. Roberts
co-authored Genetic Race? DNA
Ancestry Tests, Racial Identity,

and the Law with Trina Jones of
the Duke University School of
Law. This piece, published in the
CorumBia Law ReviEw, explores
why DNA ancestry tests affect
contemporary understandings of
racial identity and serve as poor
proxies for race because they fail
to reflect the social, cultural, re-
lational, and experiential norms
that shape
identity.
Read the
full article
here.

Director Jessica L. Roberts

Health Law Student Competitions

National Health Law Moot Court Competition

Two University of Houston Law Center teams competed in the virtual National Health Law Moot Court Competition
sponsored by Southern Illinois University School of Law. Alum Julia Peebles (UHLC ‘17) coached two teams of stu-
dents: Jessie Totten (UHLC 21) and Shahnoor Khuwaja (3L) and Cody Miller Pyke (UHLC 20) and Kade Beyer (UHLC
21). Cody and Kade made it to the quarterfinals, putting them in the top 8 out of a total of 32 competing teams from

across the country.



https://www.law.uh.edu/faculty/main.asp?PID=4797
https://law.duke.edu/fac/jones/
https://www.columbialawreview.org/content/genetic-race-dna-ancestry-tests-racial-identity-and-the-law/
https://www.columbialawreview.org/content/genetic-race-dna-ancestry-tests-racial-identity-and-the-law/
https://www.columbialawreview.org/content/genetic-race-dna-ancestry-tests-racial-identity-and-the-law/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5956e16e6b8f5b8c45f1c216/t/6058f0659e79b82b2926dbf4/1616441445288/Chp6-Fowler_COVIDPolicyPlaybook-March2021.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/05/30/world/covid-vaccine-coronavirus-mask
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2021/06/13/methodist-vaccine-lawsuit-dismissed/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2021/06/13/methodist-vaccine-lawsuit-dismissed/
https://www.texasmonthly.com/news-politics/houston-methodist-nurse-vaccine-refusal/

Health Law Student Competitions Continued

Health Law Regulatory & Compliance Competition

From Top left to bottom: Emily Hall (UHLC ‘21), To Nhu Huynh (3L), and Michelle Trang (UHLC ‘21)

To Nhu Huynh (3L), Michelle Trang
(UHLC 221), and Emily Hall (UHLC ‘21)
placed 2nd in the University of Mary-
land’s 10th Annual Health Law Regula-
tory & Compliance Competition. More
impressive still, these students competed
early in the morning on Saturday, Febru-
ary 20, 2021, following a week of record-
setting freezing temperatures and dev-
astating loss of power and water across
the state. Despite these hardships, they
took second place out of almost twenty
teams. Emily Hall reflected on their vic-
tory: “we learned everything we needed
to know through our courses at UHLC

— especially from the amazing health law
professors.”

HLPI Sends Five UHLC Students to the State Bar of Texas Health Law

Conference in Austin

33RD ANNUAL

EETEXASEHE
HEALTH LAW

EONFERENCE

Narmada Sapkota (3L), Chad Bond (UHLC “21) Adam Pena (4L) (not
pictured), and Cody Miller Pyke (UHLC “20).

This October, five exceptional
health law students logged into
their computers and virtually
attended the University of
Texas Annual Health Law Con-
ference. HLPI was pleased to
nominate Chad Bond (UHLC
21), Cody Miller Pyke (UHLC
20) Adam Pena (4L), Sunday
Udoetok (UHLC 20), and

Narmada Sapkota (3L) from an extremely competitive pool of
students. The students attended on scholarships sponsored by
the Health Law Section of the Texas Bar Association.



Health Law Students Receive Writing Awards and Scholarships

Health Law Writing Awards

This year, the Health
Law & Policy Institute
awarded three deserv-
ing students with writ-
ing awards. The 2020
Ewer-Oren J.D. Health
Law Writing Awards
went to Houston Baker
(3L) for his paper Racial
Disparities in 504 and
IEP Plans and Shreya
Patel (UHLC 21) for
Intersectionality and
Reproductive Justice: A
Bioethical Approach to
Correcting the Injustice.

Shreya Patel (UHLC 21), co-winner of the 14th Annual
Ewer-Oren Health Law Writing Award

This ].D. writing award
was established by
Professor Laura Oren,
Ph.D., ].D., in honor of

Houston Baker (3L) pictured here with his family was co-winner of the )
14th Annual Ewer-Oren Health Law Writing Award. Dr. Michael Ewer and her

mother, Grace Oren, to be
given to the best health law paper written by a J.D. student.

Tiffany Penner (3L) received the 2021 Dr. Alvin Goldstein Health Law Writing
Scholarship in recognition for her paper entitled Lawyers in Schools: Navigating
the Risks and Rewards of School-Based Medical Legal Partnerships.

The Dr. Alvin Goldstein Health Law Writing Scholarship was established
by Wendy C. Goldstein-Feldman (J.D. ‘92). The scholarship is in honor and
memory of her father, who was a pharmacist and physician. The writing award

recognizes an outstanding paper prepared by a J.D. or LL.M. student on a cur-

rent health/life sciences law topic that embodies the professional spirit of Dr. Tiffany Penner (3L) winner of the Dr. Alvin Goldstein
Goldstein. Health Law Writing Scholarship for 2021.

Health Law Scholarships

Our students are always proudest accomplishments. This year, Chad Bond (UHLC 21) and Simone deLacey (UHLC 21)
received the Prudential Scholarship, and Jesse Totten (UHLC 21) received the Health Law & Policy Institute Scholarship.
Hina Mohiuddin (3L) and Emily Hall (UHLC 21) shared the Mary K. Walker Memorial Fund for health law students.
Finally, Emily Hall (UHLC 21) also received the third Annual Lex Frieden Endowed Scholarship for Health Law.

If you are interested in sponsoring a scholarship or writing award, please email healthlaw@uh.edu.



mailto:healthlaw%40uh.edu?subject=

Health Law Legislative Fellows

The Health Law & Policy Institute continued its tradition of sending
Health Law Legislative Fellows to Austin for the 2021 legislative ses-
sion. Given the unusual nature of the session in light of the pandemic,

our students overcame great adversity to work in-person at the Capitol.
Khyra Kolidakis (UHLC’ 20) worked for Rep. Garnet Coleman, and
Cody Miller Pyke (UHLC’ 20) worked for Senator Carol Alvarado.

Cody commented, “Working in the Texas Senate during a pandemic, a
major power grid failure, and in the midst of major reforms to key Con-
stitutional questions was the most eye-opening experience of my legal
career so far. It was incredible to see lawmakers in action. I came away
from the experience with greater respect for and a deeper understand-
ing of the legislative process.”

When asked to comment on
Cody Miller Pyke (UHLC “20) worked in Austin as a health law her experience, Khyra stated:
legislative fellow. «
Texans faced a lot of challeng-

es this session when it came
to seeking better access to healthcare; however, I can say with great confidence
that there are agents within the Texas legislature who are acting on behalf of
those without a voice. There are legislators who are seeking not only access but
justice, and [ am honored to have participated in that very complex process this
session. I hope as I progress in my career (both legal and political), I give voice to
Texans who may not fit the mold but who make this great state move forward.
What I learned from Representative Coleman and his office has given me the
tools to carry out justice for every kind of Texan with grace.”

Khyra Kolidakis (UHLC’ 20) enjoyed working in
the Texas legislature in 2021.

Stay in Touch

Learn more about our faculty scholarship, events, and how to stay involved at our website: law.uh.edu/healthlaw.
We look forward to staying connected in the years to come.

The University of Houston is a Carnegie-designated Tier One public research university and an EEO/AA institution.


mailto:https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DAiTEy2weKj8%26feature%3Dyoutu.be?subject=
https://www.law.uh.edu/healthlaw/2020-2021DigitalReprints.pdf
https://www.law.uh.edu/healthlaw/Events.asp
https://www.law.uh.edu/healthlaw/

