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HLPI News & Events
Annual HJHLP Symposium Workshop Explores The Future 
of Reproductive Technologies

2021 witnessed many advances in reproductive technologies and research. For example, 
in March of 2021, the International Society for Stem Cell Research (ISSCR) announced 
its proposal to eliminate the prohibition on embryonic research after the existing 14-day 
limit. In the same month, a group of scientists revealed that they had successfully grown 
mouse embryos inside an artificial uterus. And in August, the state of Texas effectively 
banned abortion as early as six weeks after a woman’s last menstrual period—a time 
when most women do not even know they are pregnant yet.

Message from the Director
This year, I have been reflecting a lot on building. Not just because we are weeks away 
from opening the doors to our new, state-of-the-art law center building, but because I 
have also been thinking about what it takes to build and sustain a world-class health law 
program.  

The new law building has required scores of professionals to take it from dreams to blue-
prints to beams. Similarly, building a quality health law program over the years has hinged 
on finding and retaining the right people. As Director, I have long known that building the 
right team has always been more important than having just the raw materials. This year 
more than ever, I have felt grateful to have a group of dedicated health law faculty with 
complementary skills and expertise. 

But a building is not just brick and mortar; it is the life inside it. Much like the new building 
was thoughtfully designed to accommodate the ebb and flow of student life and the unique 
ways our students come together, our health law students likewise give our programs pur-
pose and direction. Their interests and interactions shape our offerings, and their talents and 
triumphs offer light, color, and texture to everything we do.

And, of course, none of our successes would be possible without you as our foundation. You 
are the solid ground on which we stand, and your unwavering support allows us to build to 
greater heights. I cannot wait to open our new doors to you—both literally and metaphori-
cally—in the coming academic year. 

Summer 2022

Support the Health Law & Policy Institute 
Help us keep building by making a charitable gift today to support research, service, and 
other top funding priorities in Health Law. For more information, visit us online. 

Director Jessica L. Roberts

https://www.law.uh.edu/healthlaw/support.asp


Annual HJHLP Symposium Workshop Continued

Against this backdrop, 
we sponsored the 9th an-
nual Health Law Symposium 
Workshop on October 22, 
2021. The event, entitled 
“Norms Reborn: Contro-
versies and Challenges for 
the Future of Reproductive 
Technologies,” explored the 
legal and ethical controver-
sies and challenges arising 
from evolving reproductive 
technologies and changing 
cultural and societal norms. 

Hank Greely, the Deane F. and Kate Edelman Johnson Professor of Law and Direc-
tor of the Center for Law and the Biosciences at Stanford Law School, brought his 
unique authorial voice to the question of the 14-day rule in embryo research. In his 
piece entitled The 14-Day Embryo Rule: A Modest Proposal, he interrogates the new 
ISSCR position and proposes what he believes is a reasonable alternative. 

Myrisha S. Lewis, associate 
professor of law at William & 
Mary Law School, turned to 
the issue of advanced assistive reproductive technologies like mito-
chondrial transfer. Instead of looking within like Professor Greely, she 
looked abroad. In her essay, Segmented Innovation in the Legalization of 
Mitochondrial Transfer: Lessons from the U.S.’s Common Law Neighbors 
in Australia and the United Kingdom, she uses a comparative analysis of 
international approaches to help us tackle these difficult issues at home.

Radhika Rao, professor of law at the University of California Hastings 
Law School, pushed back on the idea that all advances in reproductive 
technologies can be disruptive or groundbreaking. In Egg-Freezing, 
Uterine Transplants, and In Vitro Gametogenesis: Disruptive or Normal-
izing Reproductive Technologies, she asks the provocative question: do 
these technologies live up to the hype? And are we revolutionizing 
reproduction or just doubling down on the status quo?
 

Annual HJHLP Symposium Workshop participants, (top left to right: Valerie Gutmann Koch, Hank Greely, Shelly Simana, Myrisha S. 
Lewis, Radhika Rao, Claire Horner, Jessica Mantel, Leah Fowler, Briana Mittleman, Sonia Suter, June Carbone, Dov Fox, and Reika 
Nakayama.

Professor Hank Greely, Stanford Law School  

Professor Myrisha S. Lewis, William & Mary Law School

Professor Radhika Rao, University of California Hastings Law School

https://law.stanford.edu/directory/henry-t-greely/
https://law2.wm.edu/faculty/bios/fulltime/mslewis01.php
https://www.uchastings.edu/people/radhika-rao/


HLPI Welcomed Nicholas Diamond

On November 9, 2021, Nicholas J. Diamond, a director for C&M International, 
the global policy and regulatory affairs affiliate of Crowell & Moring LLP, joined 
us to discuss global vaccine policy during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

In his talk, he explored a selection of the most pressing vaccine-related challenges, 
including, among others, international trade barriers and the global vaccine supply 
chain, intellectual property and technology transfer issues, differing approaches to 
vaccine injury and compensation laws, and vaccine purchase and contracting with 
governmental entities. The 
audience benefited from a 

comprehensive overview of these timely legal and policy issues 
while exploring current trends equally applicable across the 
entire health sector. 

This event was a collaboration with the University of Houston 
Law Center (UHLC) Initiative on Global Law and Policy for the 
Americas. Attendees enjoyed one hour of continuing legal educa-
tion credit.

Professor Diamond discusses global vaccine policy during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Annual HJHLP Symposium Workshop Continued

Sonia Suter, the Kahan Family Research Professor of Law and Founding Direc-
tor of the Health Law Initiative at the George Washington University Law School, 
took a step back and looked at the state of reproductive technologies in the con-
text of broader societal shifts. In Eroding Lines in Embryo Research and Abortion—
Contradictory Slippery Slopes, she observes that the ISSCR’s new position comes at a 
unique point in history when long-standing legal precedents on abortion are being 
challenged all the way up to the Supreme Court of the United States. With Roe v. 
Wade on the chopping block, technological advancements allowing scientists to 
keep embryos alive longer in a lab may mean little if the state’s interest in fetal life 
could begin as early as fertilization. 

During the symposium, the authors benefitted from in-depth discussion with renowned experts like June Carbone of 
the University of Minnesota Law School, Dov Fox of the University of San Diego School of Law, and Claire Horner of 
Baylor College of Medicine. 

Read together and apart, the four authors’ pieces are important scholarly contributions as the courts and legislators 
grapple with complicated questions in research, reproductive technologies, and abortion. The Houston Journal of 
Health Law & Policy will publish their work, along with a foreword by Valerie Gutmann Koch, assistant professor and 
Co-Director of HLPI, in a forthcoming volume.

Nicholas Diamond

Professor Sonia Suter, George Washington
University Law School

https://www.crowell.com/professionals/Nicholas-Diamond
https://www.law.gwu.edu/sonia-m-suter
https://law.umn.edu/profiles/june-carbone
https://www.sandiego.edu/law/about/directory/biography.php?profile_id=3332
https://www.bcm.edu/people-search/claire-horner-23187
https://www.law.uh.edu/hjhlp/
https://www.law.uh.edu/hjhlp/
https://www.law.uh.edu/faculty/main.asp?PID=5407


HLPI News & Events Continued
Seth J. Chandler Speaks on Shifting Abortion Law 
Landscape

On December 14, 2021, Seth J. Chandler, a Law Foundation Professor of Law, 
addressed the changing abortion law landscape in the United States. His talk, 
entitled “Abortion Law: Texas Mississippi, and the Future,” covered the highly 
controversial Texas SB8 that bans abortions after a “heartbeat” is detected and 
Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organizations, the case at the Supreme Court chal-
lenging the viability line.

Professor Chandler, an expert on constitutional law, has been active in the media 
discussion of these issues. His quotes, op-eds, and interviews can be found in local 
and national news outlets, including the Houston Chronicle, the Washington Post, 
the Texas Tribune, NPR, CBS Austin, KHOU, ABC 13, KERA News, KRGV, Na-
tion World News, among others.

UHLC Welcomes Martha Fineman 

On March 28, 2022, UHLC wel-
comed Martha Fineman, the Rob-
ert W. Woodruff Professor of Law 
at Emory Law School. Professor 
Fineman joined us virtually as part 
of the UHLC Colloquium Speaker 
Series. In her talk, she discussed 
her essay A Feminist Sense of Social 
Justice. In it, she explores the origin 
of the term “social justice” and its 
incompatibility with the current 
dominant approaches to human rights and liberalism, which focus on the dominance 
of individualism and its associated principles of autonomy, independence, and individual responsibility. Fineman pres-
ents an early strain of feminist legal theory that provides a more comprehensive and inclusive dimension of justice as 
social and structural.

Professor Seth J. Chandler

Advisory Board Adds New Member

This spring, we welcomed Scott Chase ( JD ‘71; UH ‘68) to our esteemed HLPI 
Advisory Board. Scott Chase recently retired from Farrow-Gillespie Heath 
Witter LLP after 50 years of practice. A pioneer in Texas health law, he was 
among the first lawyers to be Board Certified in Health Law by the Texas Board 
of Legal Specialization and was a founding member of the Dallas Bar Associa-
tion Health Law Section. Scott Chase has long been a generous supporter of 
HLPI through student scholarships, and we are excited to welcome him to the 
Advisory Board. We look forward to benefiting from his incredible experience 
and expertise. Scott Chase (JD ‘71; UH ‘68)

Professor Martha Fineman, Emory Law School

https://www.law.uh.edu/faculty/main.asp?PID=6
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/opinion/outlook/article/Opinion-Texas-Hearbeat-Act-will-fail-for-reasons-16194835.php
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2021/09/03/texas-abortion-ban-states/
https://www.texastribune.org/2021/10/22/texas-abortion-law-supreme-court/
https://www.npr.org/2021/09/20/1039122713/doctor-texas-abortion-sued
https://cbsaustin.com/news/local/some-texas-clinics-resume-abortions-after-6-weeks-as-oag-appeals-injunction
https://www.khou.com/article/news/politics/doj-sues-texas-over-new-abortion-law/285-446e9c57-ad85-491a-b5f4-4e1e84c371ac
https://abc13.com/texas-abortion-law-protest-against-sb8-department-of-justice-sues/11065759/
https://www.keranews.org/news/2021-09-19/the-texas-abortion-laws-swift-impact-and-future
https://www.krgv.com/news/u-s-supreme-court-hears-first-arguments-on-texas-abortion-law/
https://nationworldnews.com/texas-doctor-sued-for-defying-states-abortion-ban/
https://nationworldnews.com/texas-doctor-sued-for-defying-states-abortion-ban/
https://law.emory.edu/faculty/faculty-profiles/fineman-profile.html
https://www.law.uh.edu/healthlaw/advisory.asp
https://www.law.uh.edu/healthlaw/advisory.asp
https://fghwlaw.com/scott-chase-announces-retirement/


Press and Publicatons

Faculty News
Professor Fowler Named Health Law Scholar 

Professor Leah Fowler’s abstract was selected for presentation at the 2021 Health Law Schol-
ars Workshop. The Workshop is co-sponsored by the American Society of Law, Medicine 
and Ethics and the Saint Louis University School of Law Center for Health Law Studies. 

Professor Fowler was one of four junior faculty invited to participate in the 2021 workshop. 
The selection process is competitive. A nominating committee composed of eleven health 
law and bioethics scholars from across the country evaluated the abstracts looking for those 
with an original thesis likely to produce important scholarship.  

The piece she workshopped, now entitled Health App Lemons, is forthcoming in the Ala-
bama Law Review. In it, she explores information asymmetries for health app safety and efficacy information and offers 
industry-driven solutions.

Jessica L. Roberts and Jessica Mantel were both previously named Health Law Scholars and participated in the Workshop 
in 2010 and 2014, respectively.

Research Director Leah R. Fowler

Publication Spotlight

Professor Koch’s latest 
scholarly work, Medical 
Harm Without Negligence, 
is forthcoming in the 
Fordham Law Review. In 
this piece, she explores 
the increasingly common 
problem of patients who 
opt for invasive surgeries 
to avoid the risk of serious 
illness, only to discover 

later that the risk was significantly overstated. Negli-
gence does not attach in such cases, since the surgery 
was undertaken consistently with standards of care, 
but harm nevertheless results. 

Professor Koch’s paper explores this difficult and 
important issue from the perspective of tort law, ask-
ing what, if any, remedies law can offer for patients 
harmed in the absence of negligence.

HLPI faculty have been all over the news this academic 
year responding to the evolving public health debate and 
weighing in on major changes to Texas abortion law. 
Professor Koch appeared in The Washington Post, The 
New York Times, ABC News Live, USA Today, and Texas 
Monthly discussing pandemic concerns, and Professor 
Chandler commented extensively on changes to abor-
tion access in the Austin-American Statesman, the Hous-
ton Chronicle, and the Texas Tribune. Professors Koch 
and Chandler also appeared together on Houston Law 
Review’s podcast, Emphasis Added, to discuss vaccine 
mandates ahead of the filing deadline for the 6th Circuit’s 
review of the 5th Circuit’s stay of the OSHA vaccine 
requirement.

Co-Director Valerie Koch

Faculty in the News

https://www.slu.edu/law/health/speakers-and-programs/scholars.php
https://www.slu.edu/law/health/speakers-and-programs/scholars.php
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3920424
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3920424
https://www.law.uh.edu/faculty/main.asp?PID=4797
https://www.law.uh.edu/faculty/main.asp?PID=4796
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4012169
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2021/06/13/methodist-vaccine-lawsuit-dismissed/
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/05/30/world/covid-vaccine-coronavirus-mask
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/05/30/world/covid-vaccine-coronavirus-mask
https://abcnews.go.com/US/video/challenges-vaccine-mandates-ultimately-fail-legal-expert-79951954
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2021/09/10/republicans-attack-bidens-covid-vaccine-plan-plan-court-challenges/8272271002/
https://www.texasmonthly.com/news-politics/houston-methodist-nurse-vaccine-refusal/
https://www.texasmonthly.com/news-politics/houston-methodist-nurse-vaccine-refusal/
https://www.statesman.com/story/news/2021/09/05/texas-abortion-law-puts-clinics-legal-disadvantage/5699355001/
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/opinion/outlook/article/Opinion-Texas-Hearbeat-Act-will-fail-for-reasons-16194835.php
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/opinion/outlook/article/Opinion-Texas-Hearbeat-Act-will-fail-for-reasons-16194835.php
https://www.texastribune.org/2021/10/22/texas-abortion-law-supreme-court/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=33LqK4gwFfU&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=33LqK4gwFfU&feature=youtu.be


Student News
Health Law Student Competitions

University of Houston Moot Court Teams Compete in Virtual Health Law Competition 

Two UHLC students competed in the virtual National Health Law Moot Court Competition sponsored by Southern Il-
linois University School of Law. Alums Julia Peebles, Brian Pounds, and Pedro Seguro coached students Jasmine Sing and 
Farhan Mohiuddin. Jasmine Sing made it to the quarterfinals.

American College of Legal Medicine Honors Health Law Student Abstract  

This year, Tiffany Penner (3L) submitted an abstract about school-based medical-legal partnerships and their potential 
role in disrupting the school-to-prison pipeline to the American College of Legal Medicine’s abstract competition. Her 
abstract won third place and a $300 prize in a field that included students at both medical and law schools across the 
country.

Student Wins National Writing Competition 

Tiffany Penner’s paper, Online Banking and (In)Accessibility, took top honors in the student article category of the Ameri-
can College of Consumer Financial Services Lawyers Annual Writing Competition. The award comes with a cash prize 
and an in-person award ceremony at the spring meeting of the American Bar Association’s Business Law Section.

HLPI Sends Three Students to the Texas Health Law Conference 

This October, three exceptional health law students virtually attended the University of Texas Annual Health Law Con-
ference. HLPI was pleased to nominate Dylan Weber (2L),  Avi Kerendian (2L), and Colleen Pert (2L) from an extremely 
competitive pool of students for a scholarship sponsored by the State Bar Health Law Section. 

Dylan Weber (2L) pictured with Willie. Colleen Pert (2L)

Avi Kerendian (2L)



Learn more about our faculty scholarship, events, and how to stay involved at our website: law.uh.edu/healthlaw. 
Together, we can build a bright future.

Stay in Touch

The University of Houston is a Carnegie-designated Tier One public research university and an EEO/AA institution.

Health Law Writing Awards

This year, the HLPI awarded three 
deserving students with writing 
awards. 

The first-place 2021 Ewer-Oren J.D. 
Health Law Writing Award went 
to Luke Shattuck for his paper, The 
Biden Administration has the Constitu-
tional Authority to Negotiate a Waiver 
for COVID-19 Vaccines, but the Deci-
sion Will Prove Unwise. The second-
place  Ewer-Oren J.D. Health Law 
Writing Award went to Bebe Thomas 
for Female Genital Mutilation in the 
U.S.: Why State Laws are Critical to 
Protect Women and Girls.

This J.D. writing award was estab-
lished by Professor Laura Oren, Ph.D., J.D., in honor of Dr. Michael Ewer and 
her mother, Grace Oren, to be given to the best health law paper written by a J.D. 
student.

Tiffany Penner (3L) received the 2022 Dr. Alvin Goldstein Health Law Writing 
Scholarship in recognition for her paper entitled Online Banking (In)Accessibility.  

The Dr. Alvin Goldstein Health Law Writing Scholarship was established by 
Wendy C. Goldstein-Feldman ( J.D. ‘92). The scholarship is in honor and memory 
of her father, who was a pharmacist and physician. The writing award recognizes 
an outstanding paper prepared by a J.D. or LL.M. student on a current health/life 
sciences law topic that embodies the professional spirit of Dr. Goldstein. 

Health Law Scholarships

With the help of generous donors, we awarded scholarships to several outstanding health law students. This year, Farhan 
Mohiuddin and To Nhu Huynh received the Prudential Scholarship; DaLesia Boyd, Jasim Khan, and Leah Nadel received 
the Health Law & Policy Institute Scholarship; and Avi Kerendian received the John B. Neibel award for health law stu-
dents. Tiffany Penner received the fourth annual Lex Frieden Endowed Scholarship for Health Law. 

If you are interested in sponsoring a scholarship or writing award, please email healthlaw@uh.edu.

Health Law Students Receive Writing Awards and Scholarships

15th Annual Ewer-Oren Health Law Writing Award 
first place winner, Luke Shattuck (2L).

BeBe Thomas (2L), second place winner of the 15th 
Annual Ewer-Oren Health Law Writing Award.

Tiffany Penner (3L), winner of the 
Dr. Alvin Goldstein Health Law 
Writing Scholarship for 2022.

https://www.law.uh.edu/healthlaw/2020-2021DigitalReprints.pdf
https://www.law.uh.edu/healthlaw/Events.asp
https://www.law.uh.edu/healthlaw/
mailto:healthlaw%40uh.edu?subject=

