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HLPI’s Annual Symposium Workshop Explores States as 
Health Policy Laboratories

Justice Louis Brandeis was the first to popularize the concept of states as “laboratories 
of democracy.” Nowhere is the phrase more apt than in the world of health policy. For 
example, the state legislatures in 
Colorado, Nevada, and Wash-
ington have passed public option 
plans, Vermont has adopted an 
all-payer model, and Maryland’s 
long-standing all-payer system has 
evolved into a total cost of care 
plan. State Medicaid programs 
also continue to experiment with 
innovative payment and delivery 

Message from the Director

This year, my son took his first steps around the same time we moved into the new Law 
Center building. This occasion made me nostalgic for his tiny baby months that have too 
quickly faded into toddlerhood, but curious and excited about all the milestones to come. 
And the timing of those steps—for both my son and for the Law Center—made me reflect on 
what comes next for me as HLPI’s Director and in my career as a professor and scholar.

Directing HLPI is not unlike being a mom. It is exhausting and complex, but more than 
anything, it is fulfilling. Over the years, I have guided HLPI to find its footing and grow into 
the reputation it has today as a world-class health law program. This year, I helped to secure 
generous funding support from our donors that will enable us to host more and bigger 
events with local, state, and national reach. It was a tremendous amount of work, but I am oh 
so proud of the program it has become under my leadership and where it is going next.

Growth is hard, whether it is growing up, growing a program, or knowing when it is also 
time for you to grow. But growing pains are what allow us, our program, and our school to 
take our boldest and most confident steps yet.

Summer 2023

Support the Health Law & Policy Institute 
Now that we are on the move, where will we go next? Help us take our next steps by 
making a charitable gift today to support research, service, and other top funding priori-
ties in Health Law. For more information, visit us online. 

Director Jessica L. Roberts

https://www.law.uh.edu/healthlaw/support.asp


Annual HJHLP Symposium Workshop Continued

reforms, such as Cali-
fornia’s CalAIM,  and 
Community Care of 
North Carolina. 

Against this back-
drop, we sponsored 
the 10th annual 
Health Law Sympo-
sium Workshop on 
October 21, 2022. 
The event explored 
how states are 
experimenting with 
novel social and eco-
nomic programs that 
are changing the way 
that the health care 
system is organized 
and financed.

Medha D. Makhlouf, Associate Professor of Law and the Founding Direc-
tor of the Medical-Legal Partnership Clinic at Penn State Dickinson Law, 
discussed her paper, Charity Care for All: State Efforts to Ensure Equitable 
Access to Financial Assistance for Noncitizen Patients.

Sidney D. Watson, the Jane and Bruce Robert 
Professor and Director of the Center for Health 
Law Studies Center for International and Com-
parative Law at Saint Louis University School 
of Law, contributed her in-progress work 
entitled Using Medicaid to Improve Health Equity: 
Moving the Needle on Race & Ethnicity Data. 

John Jacobi, the Dorothea Dix Professor of 
Health Law & Policy at Seton Hall Univer-
sity School of Law, presented his thoughts in 
his paper Community Health Workers and the 
Dilemma of Integrated Care.

Robert I. Field, Professor of Law and 
Professor of Health Management 
and Policy Director fo the Joint JD/
MPH Program at Drexel University 
Thomas R. Kline School of Law and 

Dornsife School of Public Health, explained his work The Devil in the Details: State 
Medicaid Administrative Rules as Enrollment Policy.

2022 Annual HJHLP Symposium Workshop participants, (top left to right): Jessica L. Mantel, Jessica L. Roberts, Valerie Gutmann Koch, 
Medha D. Makhlouf, Robert I. Field, John Jacobi, Seth J. Chandler, and Sallie Thieme Sanford

Professor Medha D. Makhlouf, Penn State Dickinson Law School  

Professor John Jacobi, Seton Hall University School of Law

Professor Robert I. Field, Drexel University 
Thomas R. Kline School of Law and Dornsife 
School of Public Health

Professor Sidney D. Watson, 
Saint Louis University
School of Law

https://dickinsonlaw.psu.edu/medha-d-makhlouf
https://www.slu.edu/law/faculty/sidney-watson.php
https://law.shu.edu/faculty/full-time/john-jacobi.cfm
https://drexel.edu/law/faculty/fulltime_fac/Robert Field/


UHLC and HLPI Welcomed Matthew Lawrence

On March 27, 2023, we welcomed Matthew Lawrence, Associate Professor of 
Law at Emory Law School, as part of the University of Houston Law Center 
Colloquium Speaker Series. Professor Lawrence presented his provocative 
article, Addiction and Liberty, forthcoming in the Cornell Law Review.

Annual HJHLP Symposium Workshop Continued

During the symposium, the authors benefitted from in-depth discussions 
with renowned experts like Heather Howard of the Princeton School of 
Public and International Affairs and Sallie Thieme Sanford of the Univer-
sity of Washington School of Law.

The four authors’ pieces are 
important scholarly contri-
butions as states innovate in 
health policy. The Houston 
Journal of Health Law & Policy 
will publish their work, along 
with a foreword by Jessica L. Mantel, Co-Director of the Health Law & 
Policy Institute, Professor of Law, and George A. Butler Legal Research 
Professor, in a forthcoming volume.

Professor Matthew Lawrence, 
Emory Law School

Professor Heather Howard, Princeton School of Public and
International Affairs 

Professor Sallie Thieme Sanford, University of Washington 
School of Law

Houston in line to Host Health Law Professors Conference in the Future

HLPI is delighted to announce that we are in line to host the annual Health Law Professors conference for the 
American Society of Law, Medicine, and Ethics in 2028. We are so excited to introduce our colleagues from 
around the country to the great city of Houston and to all the important work that we do here. We would also 
like to thank HLPI alumna and current Advisory Board member Melody J. Wang ( JD ‘12) for her generous gift 
that will make this event possible.
 

HLPI Members Honored at Annual Gala 

The UH Law Center Alumni Association honored the achievements 
of two outstanding HLPI members at the Law Center’s annual gala 
on May 5, 2023. Director Jessica L. Roberts received the 2022-2023 
Faculty Distinction Award, which recognizes a member of the Law 
Center faculty who has distinguished themselves in their field of 
expertise. Advisory Board member Melody J. Wang ( JD ‘12) received 
the 2022-2023 Corporate Sector Achievement Award, which ac-
knowledges exceptional achievement and legal excellence in the cor-
porate and business communities. Our people are what make HLPI 
great, so we are delighted that the UH Law Center Alumni Associa-
tion chose to recognize these important members of our community.

Right: UH Law Center Alumni Association Annual Gala Honorees pose for a photo. Director Jessica L. 
Roberts and Advisory Board member Melody J. Wang (JD ’12) are pictured front left and front left center. 
Dean Baynes is pictured in the top row on the far right.

https://law.emory.edu/faculty/faculty-profiles/lawrence-profile.html
https://scholarlycommons.law.emory.edu/faculty-articles/82/
https://cornelllawreview.org/2023/04/26/addiction-and-liberty/
https://spia.princeton.edu/faculty/heatherh
https://www.law.uw.edu/directory/faculty/sanford-sallie-thieme
https://www.law.uh.edu/hjhlp/
https://www.law.uh.edu/hjhlp/
https://www.law.uh.edu/faculty/main.asp?PID=4796


Press and Publicatons

Faculty News
Professor Koch Named Health Law Scholar 

Professor Valerie Gutmann Koch’s presented her paper, Reimagining Informed Consent at 
the 2022 Health Law Scholars Workshop. Her paper explores the shortcomings of medical 
informed consent and presents novel insights into how we can make consent meaningful. It is 
forthcoming in the UC Irvine Law Review.

The American Society of Law, Medicine and Ethics and the Saint Louis University School of 
Law Center for Health Law Studies co-sponsor the Workshop annually. Professor Koch was 
one of four junior faculty invited to participate this year. The selection process is competi-

tive. A nominating committee of health law and bioethics scholars from across the country evaluated the abstracts for an 
original thesis likely to produce a significant impact.

Jessica L. Roberts, Jessica Mantel, and Leah R. Fowler were all previously named Health Law Scholars and participated in 
the Workshop in 2010, 2014, and 2021 respectively. 

Publication Spotlight

Professor Fowler’s latest 
scholarly work, Femtech-
nodystopia, was published 
in the Stanford Law 
Review. In this piece, 
she and her coauthor, 
Professor Michael Ulrich 
of the Boston University 
School of Public Health, 
explore the promises 
and perils of period and 
fertility trackers post-

Dobbs. Through administrative law and constitutional 
law analysis, they explain how legal trends foreclose 
the most promising avenues for consumer protections 
and conclude that the best avenue for change comes 
from private industry. This work was also selected for 
inclusion in the Stanford, University of Pennsylvania, 
and Northwestern University Fifth Junior Faculty 
Forum for Law & STEM.

HLPI faculty have been all over the news this academic 
year responding to the evolving legal landscape. 

Professor Fowler appeared in the Wall Street Journal, 
Bloomberg Law, Consumer Reports, and Good Morning 
America, among others, discussing consumer health tech-
nologies like period and fertility trackers after Dobbs. 

Professor Chandler commented on KHOU.com regarding 
abortion pill access, on thehill.com about the end of free 
preventative health care, twice on Spectrum News Austin 
Capitol Tonight discussing Mifepristone and the future 
of racial gerrymandering litigation in light of the Su-
preme Court’s decision in Allen v. Milligan, on reason.com 
discussing ChatGPT, and in Bloomberg Law about HIV 
prevention drugs being threatened.

Co-Director Valerie Koch

Faculty in the News

Research Director Leah R. Fowler

https://www.slu.edu/law/health/speakers-and-programs/scholars.php
https://www.law.uci.edu/lawreview/
https://www.stanfordlawreview.org/print/article/femtechnodystopia/
https://www.stanfordlawreview.org/print/article/femtechnodystopia/
https://www.bu.edu/sph/profile/michael-ulrich/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/how-period-tracker-apps-treat-your-data-and-what-that-means-if-roe-v-wade-is-overturned-11655561595
https://news.bloomberglaw.com/pharma-and-life-sciences/fertility-apps-bound-by-weak-disclosure-rules-in-post-roe-world
https://www.consumerreports.org/health-privacy/period-tracker-apps-privacy-a2278134145/
https://www.goodmorningamerica.com/gma/story/report-warns-privacy-period-tracking-pregnancy-apps-roe-88490331
https://www.goodmorningamerica.com/gma/story/report-warns-privacy-period-tracking-pregnancy-apps-roe-88490331
https://www.khou.com/article/news/local/texas/abortion-pill-lawsuit-texas/285-0172f72c-6574-46ab-9e5b-a8ca23a69318#41719953-93e0-4171-9375-e659c6141688
https://thehill.com/opinion/healthcare/3937288-how-the-end-of-free-preventative-health-care-could-affect-us-all/#450a7d39-ab9c-49c0-8a05-c1613567ea93
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/tx/austin
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/tx/austin
https://reason.com/volokh/2023/04/10/amateur-hour-a-little-bit-of-python-can-let-chatgpt-discuss-your-documents/#b56a56a2-5a7c-4140-a54e-58f50c6bd260
https://news.bloomberglaw.com/us-law-week/hiv-prevention-drug-uptake-threatened-in-obamacare-battle


Student News
Health Law Legislative Fellow

Erin Kelly (1L) spent the spring semester 
in Austin, working for Senator Lois Kolk-
horst, chair of the Texas Legislature’s Sen-
ate Health Committee. When asked about 
the experience, Erin said: 

“Working for the Senate Health and Human 
Services Committee for the 88th legisla-
tive session as the UH Health Law Fellow 
was my most rewarding professional and 
academic experience. It allowed me to uti-
lize my food security and healthcare policy 
expertise to help shape new Texas law. 

I worked directly with the Senator, her 
legal team, and the committee to advance 
legislation in food security, health systems, 
health insurance, chronic disease, medical 
cannabis, genetic information ownership, 
and maternal morbidity. I was entrusted to 
analyze and recommend policies that I felt 
best served the lives of every Texan. 

My exposure to lobbyists, Senators, House Representatives, and legislative staff provided a brilliant and diverse network 
of colleagues and friends that I cannot wait to work with again in the near future!”

Students Spearhead Disability Law Society

This year, three exceptional students started an interest group that has long been overdue at the University of Houston. 
Anthony Agosto (3L), Frank Delaportilla (3L), and Masha Pobedinsky (3L) founded the Disability Law Society, a student 
organization dedicated to bringing together like-minded people interested in disability law and to promoting the inter-
ests of disabled students at the Law Center. If you would like to get involved in their work, please contact Masha through 
mpobedin@cougarnet.uh.edu.

University of Houston Moot Court Teams Compete in Health Law Competition 

Five UHLC students competed in the National Health Law Moot Court Competition sponsored by Southern Illinois 
University School of Law in November 2022. Alumna Julia Peebles coached UHLC students Amanda Dorman ( J.D. ‘23), 
Elizabeth Gallaspy (3L), Alexandria Harris ( J.D. ‘23), Ajita Sen (3L), and Brianka Yzaguirre ( J.D. ‘23).

Erin Kelly (1L) stands in front of the Texas Capitol Building in Austin.



Student News

This October, three impressive health law stu-
dents attended the University of Texas Annual 
Health Law Conference. HLPI was pleased to 
nominate Adam Materne ( J.D. ‘22),  Julia Ngo 
(3L) , and Aprill Harmon (2L) from an extremely 
competitive pool of students for a scholarship 
sponsored by the State Bar Health Law Section. 

Students have found attending this conference 
to be a rewarding experience for both the edu-
cational and networking opportunities. 

The annual conference takes place in Austin 
every fall. It is a popular forum for health care 
attorneys and those who advise health care 
clients in private practice and in-house counsel 
organizations from around the state of Texas. 
Important and timely topics include recent 
health law developments and industry trends.

Julia Ngo (3L)

HLPI Sends Three Students to the Texas Health Law Conference

Texas Annual Health Law Conference program

Texas Annual Health Law Conference Scholarship Recipients



Thank you for walking by our side over the years. Learn more about our faculty scholarship, events, and how to stay 
involved at our website: law.uh.edu/healthlaw. Together, we can take our most audacious steps yet. 

If you would like to support us and our students, you can give safely and securely online at https://giving.uh.edu/law/ by 
selecting Health Law & Policy Institute from the drop down menu.

Stay in Touch

The University of Houston is a Carnegie-designated Tier One public research university and an EEO/AA institution.

Health Law Writing Awards

This year, HLPI awarded three deserving students with writing awards. The Ewer-
Oren J.D. Health Law Writing Award went to Sara Golestaneh (3L) (1st place) and 
Elizabeth (Lizzy) Do (3L) (2nd place). 
Sara wrote, Pushed into the Shadows: 
The Criminalization of Homeless-
ness and its Health Consequences and 
Lizzy’s paper was entitled Human 
Composting as an Option for Final 
Disposition: Public Health Consid-
erations in Light of The COVID-19 
Pandemic and its Implications on the 
Human Composting Movement.

Professor Laura Oren, Ph.D., J.D., 
established this writing award 
in honor of Dr. Michael Ewer 
and her mother, Grace Oren, 
for the best health law pa-
pers written by a J.D. student.

Kristen McCourt ( J.D. ‘23) received the 2023 Dr. Alvin Goldstein Health Law Writ-
ing Scholarship in recognition of her paper entitled A Post-Roe Balancing Act: The 
Bioethical Implications of Physicians Treating Pregnant Patients When Maternal and Fetal 
Interests Conflict in States with Restrictive Abortion Laws.  

The Dr. Alvin Goldstein Health Law Writing Scholarship was established by Wendy 
C. Goldstein-Feldman ( J.D. ‘92). The scholarship honors the memory of her father, 
who was a pharmacist and physician. The writing award recognizes an outstand-
ing paper, prepared by a J.D. or LL.M. student on a current health/life sciences law 
topic, that embodies the professional spirit of Dr. Goldstein. 

Health Law Scholarships

With the help of generous donors, we awarded scholarships to several out-
standing health law students. This year, LaTheena “Bebe” Thomas ( J.D. ‘23) 
and Ann James ( J.D. ‘23) received the Prudential Scholarship. Colleen Pert ( J.D. 

‘23) and Roshni Edalur ( J.D. ‘23) received the Health Law & Policy Institute Scholarship. Jasim Kahn (3L) received 
the John B. Neibel Award for Health Law Students. Masha Pobedinsky (3L) received the fifth annual Lex Frieden 
Endowed Scholarship for Health Law. 

Health Law Students Receive Writing Awards and Scholarships

16th Annual Ewer-Oren Health Law Writing Award 
first place winner, Sara Golestaneh (3L)

Kristen McCourt (J.D. ‘23), winner of the Dr. Alvin 
Goldstein Health Law Writing Scholarship for 2023

Elizabeth “Lizzy” Do (3L, far left) and Sara Golesaneh (3L, far right), 
pictured here with Dean Baynes, were honored at the 2023 Dean’s 
Awards Ceremony.

https://law.uh.edu/healthlaw/Reprints-Digital2022_2023.pdf
https://www.law.uh.edu/healthlaw/Events.asp
https://www.law.uh.edu/healthlaw/

