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Message from the Director su mmer 2024
Hello. Goodbye. So much is caught up in these two simple words, and so much happens be-
tween them. When [ said my first hello to the University of Houston Law Center in 2010, I never
could’ve envisioned where this journey would take me. And when I took on the role of Director of
the Health Law & Policy Institute in 2015, I couldn’t have imagined the challenges and triumphs I
would experience in maintaining our spot as one of the nation’s leading health law programs. We
hosted dozens of events and taught hundreds of health law students. We navigated a pandemic
and a new building. I got married and welcomed two wonderful children. Over the last fourteen
years, I've come to appreciate that the great unknowns between hello and goodbye carry so many
incredible rewards. So, it is with both joy and sadness that I write my final Director’s Message and
say farewell to the University of Houston Law Center and hello to my next great adventure as a
Professor of Law and Artificial Intelligence, Machine Learning, and Data Science at Emory Law
School.

But there’s a new beginning in every ending. As I say goodbye, we also say hello to Valerie Gut-
mann Koch and Jessica Mantel as they take on the role of HLPI's new co-Directors. Like me, Jes-
sica joined the Law Center in 2010 after years of experience with the Department of Health and
Human Services, the Government Accountability Office, and the law firm Ropes & Gray. Valerie
joined the Law Center in 2020 after working in academia, as a special advisor on the New York
State Task Force on Life and the Law, and at the law firm Kirkland & Ellis. I am leaving HLPI and
our students in great hands, and knowing that always makes goodbye just a little easier.

Support the Health Law & Policy Institute
Say hello to a new era of HLPI by making a charitable gift today to support research, service,
and other top funding priorities in Health Law. For more information, visit us online.

HLPI News and Events

HLPI's Annual Symposium Workshop Explores Artificial Intelligence in

Health Care’
Regulation of Al in Health Care

HIHLP 11th Annual Symposium
OCTOBER 20, 2023

The healthcare system stands on the cusp of a new technologi-
cal revolution. Recent advances in artificial intelligence (Al) and
machine learning have opened up extraordinary new possibili-
ties to enhance decision-making, expand access, reduce costs,
and improve health outcomes. Al systems have the potential to
analyze vast datasets to spot medically relevant patterns; aid
diagnosis by detecting anomalies in medical images and data;
generate individually tailored treatment plans informed by a
patient’s genetics, behaviors, and environment; increase the ef-
ficiency of administrative tasks; and much more. In a field still
heavily reliant on human judgment, which varies enormously in
quality, Al offers a wealth of opportunities to spread expertise and empower patients.

! Al helped write this part of the newsletter


https://www.law.uh.edu/healthlaw/support.asp

Annual HJHLP Symposium Workshop Continued

2023 Annual HTHLP Symposium Workshop participants, (top left to right): Leah R. Fowler, April Moreno, Stacey Tovino, Jessica L. Mantel, Valerie Gutmann Koch, Vasiliki
Rahimzadeh, Amy Cyphert, Mahsa Shabani, Valarie Blake, E. Haavi Morreim, Jessica L. Roberts, and Peter Salib

Against this backdrop, we sponsored the 11th annual Health Law Symposium Workshop on October 20, 2023. The event
explored the promises and perils of Al and machine learning in health care.

Amy Cyphert, Lecturer in Law at West Virginia University Col-
lege of Law, and Valarie Blake, Professor of Law at the University
of Tennessee School of Law, discussed their contribution “Code
Blue: The Threat of Synthetic Data Use to Generative Medical
Al” In it, they caution readers that when new synthetic data starts
to be drawn from prior synthetic data, there is a theoretical risk
of “model collapse” in which the new synthetic data becomes Valarie Blake, Professor of Law at

stripped of important subtleties. the University of Tennessee School
Amy B. Cyphert, Director of of Law

ASPIRE and Lecturer of Law, West

Virginia University College of Law Vasiliki Rahimzadeh, Assistant Professor at Baylor College of

Medicine’s Center for Medical Ethics and Health Policy, and
Mahsa Shabani, Associate Professor in Health Privacy Law and
Innovation at the University of Amsterdam contributed “Intro-
ducing a Fairness Checkpoint for Data Quality and Evidence
During Regulatory Review of AI/ML-Enabled Medical Devices.”
In it, they argue that fairness in collecting, analyzing, and sharing
clinical data is crucial for ensuring the safety and efficacy of Al/
ML-enabled medical devices.

Mahsa Shabani, Associate Professor
in Health Privacy Law and Innova-
tion, University of Amsterdam

Vasiliki Rahimzadeh, Assistant - - E. Haavi Morreim, Professor of Medi-
Professor, Center for Medical Ethics / '

and Health Policy Baylor College
of Medicine

cine at the University of Tennessee

Health Science Center, contributed her thoughts in her paper
“Errors in the EMR: Under-recognized Hazard for Al in Health-
care.” In it, she analyzes how EMR inaccuracies can mislead Al
algorithms, ultimately compromising patient care and decision-
making processes.

(Right) E. Haavi Morreim,
Professor, College of Medicine,
University of Tennessee Health
Science Center



https://www.law.wvu.edu/faculty-staff/faculty-information/amy-cyphert
https://law.utk.edu/directory/valarie-blake/
https://www.bcm.edu/people-search/vaso-rahimzadeh-119446
https://www.uva.nl/en/profile/s/h/m.shabani/m.shabani.html?cb
https://www.uthsc.edu/faculty/profile/?netid=hmorreim

Annual HJHLP Symposium Workshop Continued

College of Law, presented her work “Artificial Intelligence and the
HIPAA Privacy Rule: A Primer.” In it, she examines whether specific
applications of Al in healthcare can comply with HIPAA regulations

cover Al technologies.

Stacey A. Tovino, William During the symposium, the authors benefitted from in-depth discus-
sions with renowned experts like Peter Salib of the University of Hous-

J. Alley Professor of Law,
University of Oklahoma
College of Law ton Law Center.

The authors’ pieces are important scholarly contributions as these groundbreaking technolo-
gies continue to evolve at a rapid pace. The Houston Journal of Health Law & Policy will publish
their work, along with a foreword by Seth . Chandler, Law Foundation Professor of Law, in a

forthcoming volume.

and identifies gaps in the HIPAA Privacy Rule that may not adequately

Stacey Tovino, the John B. Turner LLM Program Chair in Law at the University of Oklahoma

Peter Salib, Assistant Professor of
Law at the University of Hous-
ton Law Center and Associated
Faculty in Public Affairs

UHLC and HLPI Virtually Welcomed Chinelo Diké-Minor
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Telemedicine Could Harm Health Equity.”

Chinelo Diké-Minor, Assistant Profes-

sor of Law at the Samford University K . R . . .
Cumberland School of Law vides an important note of caution, albeit one that aspires to improve rather than under-

mine the expansion of this new technology.

On February 12, 2024, we virtually welcomed Chinelo Diké-Minor, Assistant Profes-

sor of Law at the Samford University Cumberland School of Law. Professor Diké-Minor
joined us as part of the University of Houston Law Center Colloquium Speaker Series and
presented her provocative article, “Be Careful What You Wish For: An Overreliance on

Prof. Diké-Minor’s work focuses on the intersection of criminal law and health law,
particularly gaps in criminal health care fraud and abuse laws. Her paper takes issue with
the increasing enthusiasm for telemedicine as a means of expanding health access. In it,
Professor Diké-Minor highlights the potential that telemedicine poses for fraud and calls
attention to the potential health equity costs that such fraud could impose.

As telemedicine becomes increasingly prevalent, Professor Diké-Minor’s perspective pro-


https://www.samford.edu/law/directory/Dike-Minor-Chinelo
https://www.law.ou.edu/directory/stacey-ann-tovino
https://www.law.uh.edu/faculty/main.asp?PID=6428
https://www.law.uh.edu/hjhlp/
https://www.law.uh.edu/faculty/main.asp?PID=6

HLPI Co-Sponsors Harvard Journal of Law and Technology Symposium
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2024 JoLT Symposium on Medical and Legal Uncertainty in Emerging Genetic Technologies

HLPI joined the University of Maryland Francis King Carey School of Law’s Law & Health Care Program and the
University of San Diego to co-sponsor a symposium on Medical and Legal Uncertainty in Emerging Genetic Technolo-
gies. This event brought in leading scholars from around the country to discuss emerging trends in genetic science and
polygenic risk scores and how those technologies challenge existing medical and legal constructs.

This work was supported in part by the National Institute of Mental Health and the National Human Genome Research
Institute of the National Institutes of Health grant ROIMH128676. Symposium papers will be published in a forthcom-
ing volume of the Harvard Journal of Law & Technology.

UHLC and Tilman ). Fertitta Family College of Ty Lwen HOUSTON
UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON LAW CENTER

Medicine Organize Affirmative Action Conference

Justice and Health For All:

The Future of Affirmative Action in Legal and Medical Education
HLPI and colleagues
from the Tilman J.
Fertitta Family Col-

lege of Medicine took
the lead in organizing
“Justice and Health
for All: The Future
of Affirmative Action
in Legal and Medical
Education.” In it, local
and national speakers
explored the sub-
stantial concern and
uncertainty resulting
from the Supreme Court’s decision in SFFA v. Harvard about the
future of affirmative action in professional programs like law and
medicine. This event took a balanced look at whether increasing
the diversity of the legal and healthcare professions mitigates le-
gal and healthcare inequities. And, if so, what pathways to diver-

(Above) Panelists: Meredith |. Duncan, Geoffrey H. Young, Brittanie Cockrell, Slty remain viable in llght of existing law.
Turab Abbas, and Kenya Steele
(Below) Panelists: Leah R. Fowler, Gina S. Warren, Kellen Zale, Sandra Guerra

Thompson, and Verna Williams

e Iim\ J: Frtir_ta Family


https://jolt.law.harvard.edu/

New Faculty Roles

Leah Fowler Joins the Tenure Track

As we look forward to summer’s end, we are excited to welcome Leah Fowler, our newest
tenure-track faculty member. Professor
Fowler has been research faculty with HLPI
since 2018 and brings a wealth of experi-
ence and expertise on issues in public health
and consumer technology. She will teach
Contracts and courses in health law.

Leah R. Fowler

Valerie Gutmann Koch and Jessica Mantel become Co-Directors

With Jessica L Roberts’s departure, Valerie Gutmann Koch and Jessica Man-

tel will become HLPI’s new co-Directors.

Co-Director Valerie Gutmann Co-Director Jessica L. Mantel

Koch

Press and Publicatons

Faculty in the News

Publication Spotlight
HLPI faculty have been all over
the news this academic year, pro-
viding legal insights into current
events. Professor Seth Chandler

Professor Fowler’s
latest scholarly
work, “Influencer
Speech-Torts,” is
forthcoming in
the Georgetown
Law Journal. In

this piece, she and
her coauthors,
Professor Max
Helveston of De-
Paul University College of Law and Professor
Zoe Robinson of Marquette University Law
School, explore tort liability and the imposi-

was particularly active in helping
the public understand the rapidly
evolving abortion rights land-
scape in Texas. Professor Chan-
dler spoke about the role of Texas
highways in the abortion rights
debate for Spectrum Local News
and commented on the Texas Supreme Court case challenging
the state’s unclear abortion law exceptions for KHOU 11 and
Houston Public Media. He also discussed a Texas judge grant-

Leah R. Fowler
Seth J. Chandler

ing a temporary restraining order allowing a pregnant woman
permission to obtain an abortion in the high-profile Kate Cox
case in NBC DFW, Dallas Morning News, and Fox 44 News.
Additionally, he commented on the Texas Medical Board’s
lack of response on abortion laws in the Texas Tribune and
whether women can be charged with murder after voluntarily
taking abortion pills for PolitiFact.

When not commenting on abortion, Professor Chandler also
discussed how the Supreme Court could impact Trump’s eligi-
bility for another term with Austin Spectrum 1.

tion of duties on social media influencers in
the context of influencer health advice. This
work was also selected for inclusion as a work-
shop at the Berkeley Consumer Law Scholars
Conference.



https://www.law.georgetown.edu/georgetown-law-journal/
https://www.law.georgetown.edu/georgetown-law-journal/
https://law.depaul.edu/faculty-and-staff/faculty-a-z/Pages/max-helveston.aspx
https://law.depaul.edu/faculty-and-staff/faculty-a-z/Pages/max-helveston.aspx
https://researchers.anu.edu.au/researchers/robinson-zd
https://researchers.anu.edu.au/researchers/robinson-zd
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/tx/dallas-fort-worth/politics/2023/09/07/texas-highways-become-abortion-rights-battleground
https://www.khou.com/article/news/politics/texas-supreme-court-abortion-law-hearing/285-b7860de0-1f90-4c31-9c9a-08c7e0db54fd#3bb0bfd4-3416-4f73-b2df-d02c79c558a2
https://www.houstonpublicmedia.org/articles/shows/houston-matters/2023/11/29/470608/abortion-law-at-the-texas-supreme-court-nov-29-2023/#23e7a95f-5eb6-4802-b7be-7cfbe6063f7f
https://www.nbcdfw.com/texas-today/health-wellness/judge-grants-pregnant-dallas-woman-permission-to-get-an-abortion-despite-states-ban/3406190/#97502a2d-ebd4-4cbc-8fd1-5c71350cb1fe
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/public-health/2023/12/15/texas-abortion-ruling-in-kate-cox-case-adds-to-confusion-for-women-and-doctors/
https://www.fox44news.com/news/doctors-facing-heat-in-abortion-ban/#37be11fb-c3ec-4176-a6b6-bafa56e156b2
https://www.texastribune.org/2023/12/21/texas-medical-board-abortion/#4c955863-5121-48a6-bccf-f92891cc008d
https://www.politifact.com/factchecks/2024/feb/14/instagram-posts/women-who-undergo-abortions-including-medication-a/#0e5cda71-daca-4673-a4f0-8cfb5e8c84ea
https://pilot.latakoo.com/asset/16539806?share=b1381f1d442efd61a3ac88e226c00a1f

Disability Rights Interest Group Makes Law Center More Accessible

The Disability Law Society achieved a huge goal this year in their efforts to make the law center building more accessible.
They advocated for buttons on the doors and for accessible furniture.

University of Houston Moot Court Teams Compete in Maryland Compliance
Competition

This February, three extraordinary students traveled to the University of Maryland for the annual Health Law Regula-
tory & Compliance Competition. Alumna Emily Hall Bergeron (JD 21), Associate Legal Officer at MD Anderson Cancer
Center, coached Shruthi Murali (3L), Emma
Brose (3L), and Craig Cormier (3L) as they
prepared. The experience provided these stu-
dents unparalleled opportunities to meet and
network with many of our alums, including
Ryan Ingraham (JD’13, LLM*14), Senior Legal
. - Officer & Director at MD Anderson Cancer

— Center, and Morgan Lewis healthcare attorney
% Sydney Reed Swanson (JD ‘19).

shuttle

HEALTH LAW REGULATORY & COMPLIANCE

COMPETITION

Shruthi Murali (3L), Emma Brose (3L), and Craig Cormier (3L), pic-
tured here with their Coach Emily Hall Bergeron (JD ‘21).

Shruthi Murali (3L), Craig Cormier (3L), and Emma Brose(3L) competed at the University of
Maryland’s Annual Health Law Regulatory €2 Compliance Competition



UHLC Student Erin Kelly Excels as Health Law Legislative Fellow

UHLC student Erin Kelly (3L) found a dream opportunity working as a Health

Law Legislative Fellow for the Texas Senate Health and Human Services Commit-
tee. Passionate about improving food regulations in the country, Kelly had the op-
portunity to contribute to the revision of several food laws during her fellowship.

With prior experience working under a celebrity chef and managing a micro-farm,
Kelly has a strong foundation in the culinary field.

Since embarking on her legal education journey at UHLC, Kelly has achieved
notable milestones, such as working as a Health Law Legislative Fellow for State
Sen. Lois Kolkhorst and earning a finalist position in the 2023 Blakely-Butler Moot
Court Competition.

HLPI offers state legislative fellowships for students to work with lawmakers in

Austin, Texas. The fellowships provide students with a unique opportunity to participate in health policymaking at the
state level and to forge strong networks with policy leaders. Fellows research issues related to health law, analyze health
policies, and contribute to the development of legislation. For more information on the fellowship, email healthlaw@
uh.edu.

HLPI Sends Four Students to the Texas Health Law Conference

Last October, four exception-
al health law students attend-
ed the University of Texas
Annual Health Law Confer-
ence. HLPI was pleased to
nominate Lily Jia (JD 24),
Chandani Patel (JD 24), Abel
Chacko (3L), and Sunnia
Khan (3L) from an extremely
competitive pool of students
for a scholarship sponsored
by the State Bar Health Law
Section. Erin Kelly (3L), a
current student and former
Health Law Legislative Fel-
low, joined them in Austin
for this fantastic networking
opportunity.

it A

Erin Kelly (3L) Sunnia Khan (3L), Abel Chacko (3L), Chandani Patel (JD ‘24), and Lily Jia (JD ‘24) attended the 36th Annual Texas
Health Law Conference in Austin, TX.



http://healthlaw@uh.edu
http://healthlaw@uh.edu

Health Law Students Receive Writing Awards and Scholarships

Health Law Writing Awards

17th Annual Ewer-Oren Health Law Writing Award
first place winner, Justin Vineyard (JD ‘24)

Christopher Cabrera (3L), 2024 Dr. Alvin Goldstein
Health Law Writing Scholarship winner

Do, and Kelly Farrell received the Prudential Scholarship and Anita Ha-
nel and Robert “Andy” Rash received the John B. Neibel Scholarship for
health law students. Frank DeLaPortilla and Masha Pobedinsky shared
the sixth annual Lex Frieden Endowed Scholarship for Health Law.

This year, HLPI awarded three deserv-
ing students with writing awards. The
Ewer-Oren J.D. Health Law Writing
Award went to Justin Vineyard (1st place)
and Abel Chacko (2nd place). Justin
wrote Unionizing for Reproductive Rights,
and Abel’s paper was entitled Defend-

ing Healthcare Vertical Merger Challenges
After the Release of 2023 Antitrust Merger
Guidelines.

Professor Laura Oren, Ph.D., ].D., es-
tablished this writing award in honor
of Dr. Michael Ewer and her mother,
Grace Oren, for the best health law pa-

pers written by a].D. student. 17th Annual Ewer-Oren Health Law Writing
Award second place winner, Abel Chacko (3L)

Christopher Cabrera (3L) received the

2024 Dr. Alvin Goldstein Health Law Writing Scholarship in recognition of his
paper entitled Dispensing with ERISA Preemption: Regulating Pharmacy Markets to
Ensure Access for Rural Communities.

The Dr. Alvin Goldstein Health Law Writing Scholarship was established by
Wendy C. Goldstein-Feldman (JD ‘92). The scholarship honors the memory of
her father, who was a pharmacist and physician. The writing award recognizes
an outstanding paper, prepared by a J.D. or LL.M. student on a current health/
life sciences law topic, that embodies the professional spirit of Dr. Goldstein.

Health Law Scholarships

With the help of generous do-
nors, we awarded scholarships
to several outstanding health
law students. This year, Masha
Pobedinsky, Elizabeth “Lizzy”

If you are interested in sponsoring a scholarship or writing award, Frank DeLaPortilla (left) and Masha Pobedinsky (right) pictured

please email healthlaw@uh.edu.

here with Dean Baynes were honored at the 2024 Dean’s Awards
Ceremony.

Stay in Touch

Don'’t say goodbye just yet. Learn more about our faculty scholarship, events, and how to stay involved at our website:
law.uh.edu/healthlaw. Together, our most ambitious hellos are ahead of us.

If you would like to support us and our students, you can give safely and securely online at https://giving.uh.edu/law/ by
selecting Health Law & Policy Institute from the drop down menu.

The University of Houston is a Carnegie-designated Tier One public research university and an EEO/AA institution.


https://law.uh.edu/healthlaw/Reprints-Digital2022_2023.pdf
https://www.law.uh.edu/healthlaw/Events.asp
https://www.law.uh.edu/healthlaw/

