
PENDING APPROVAL BY  
THE STATE BAR OF TEXAS

14.75 Hours Participatory CLE,  
Including 3 Hours Ethics

Keynote Speaker 
Shira Perlmutter 

U.S. Copyright Office

Community IP Speakers 
Simon Tam and Joe Jiang 

The Slants

Judicial Panel - U.S. District Court 
The Hon. Susan Hightower 

Western District of Texas
(additional panelists forthcoming)

Panel Moderator
Leisa Talbert Peschel

 

Featur ing

Houston Intellectual Property Law Association
and

42nd Annual
Fall Institute on Intellectual Property Law

SEPTEMBER 17 – 19, 2026

MOODY GARDENS HOTEL
GALVESTON, TEXAS

Please register for the 42nd Annual Fall Institute on Intellectual Property Law, in-person attendance only.

Registration costs are:

REGISTRATIONS FEES:

	 q  Government or in-house HIPLA members - $725	

	 q  Non-HIPLA members - $975	

	 q  Student limited registration - $60

HIPLA MEMBERS:

	 q  Early Registration (By September 2) - $825	

	 q  Late Registration (After September 2) - $925

		

Name .................................................................................................................................................................. Firm ......................................................................................................................................................................................... ............................

Address ..............................................................................................................................................................City .............................................................................................. State ........................... ZIP ................................. ............................

Phone ................................................................................................................................................................. Fax ............................................................................................................................................................................................ .............................

Email ................................................................................................................................................................... Bar Card No. ................................................................................................................................................................ ..............................

Registering online?  Contact us at www.hipla.org

Registering by mail?  Please return this form, including credit card information below, (no checks please) to:
		  University of Houston Law Center
	  	 Institute for Intellectual Property & Information Law
		  4170 Martin Luther King Blvd
		  Houston, Texas 77204-6060

Please indicate:     q  MasterCard  q  Visa  q  American Express

Account Number ..................................................................................................................... ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Name on Card ............................................................................................. ............................................................................................................................................................. Expiration Date...........................................................................................

Signature ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

REGISTRATION INFORMATION

COURSE MATERIALS:

	 q  Course materials without conference registration - $400

Meal costs are:

	 q  Thursday Special Event - $100 x __________ = $______________	

	 q  Friday Breakfast - $0 x __________ 

	 q  Friday Keynote Luncheon - $0 x __________ 

	 q  Friday President's Reception - $0 x __________ 

	                                    

                                         TOTAL AMOUNT DUE $______________

Compliance and Export Controls for 
Patent Prosecution

Design Patents  
and Copyright Intersection

Federal Circuit Patent Law:  
a Year in Review

Patent and Trade Secret Damages

Prosecution Strategies in view of  
the UPC and Unitary Patent

Realignment of Subject Matter 
Eligibility Guidelines

Supreme Court Update

Texas Patent Litigation in 2026: 
Venue Realignment  

and PTAB Crosswinds

Highl ights



Sahana Annadorai
Holly Barnes

Meg Boulware
Carlyn Burton
Mark Chretien

Ron Derrington
Sparkle Ellison

Lee Eubanks
Rachel Greene

Ira Hatton
Jonathan Hernandez

Sharon Israel
Michael Lew

Dwayne Mason

Varsha Pednekar
Leisa Talbert Peschel

Patricia Rodriguez
Tom Rooney
Damon Sima
Jaime Stark

Aman Gebru, Assistant Professor of Law

Nikolas Guggenberger, Assistant Professor of Law

Paul Janicke, Professor of Law

Andrew Michaels, Associate Professor of Law

Greg R. Vetter, HIPLA Professor of Law

Christopher McKeon 
Saunders McKeon PLLC 

President

Mark Chretien 
Greenberg Traurig, LLP 

President-Elect

Jorge Lozano 
Womble Bond Dickinson 

Vice President

Ryan Gum 
Chevron 

Secretary

Thomas Rooney 
Halliburton 
Treasurer

Lisa Talbert Peschel 
Jackson Walker LLP 

Immediate Past President

Jorge Lozano 
Womble Bond Dickinson 

Chair

Professor Greg R. Vetter 
University of Houston Law Center 

Vice-Chair

Sindee Bielamowicz 
University of Houston Law Center 

Program Coordinator

Scott Adams 
Davis Wright Tremaine LLP 

Seattle, Washington

Sahana Annadorai 
Boulware & Valoir PLLC 

Houston, Texas

Holly Barnes 
Spencer Fane 
Houston, Texas

Tyler Burdon 
Womble Bond Dickinson 

Houston, Texas

Professor Zachary Catanzaro 
Widener University Delaware 

Law School 
Wilmington, Delaware

Carlo Cotrone 
Quartal IP LLC 
Houston, Texas

Christopher (Kit) Crumbley 
Bracewell LLP 

Austin, Texas

Liz Flannery 
Baker Botts L.L.P. 

Houston, Texas

Natalie Alfaro Gonzales 
Yetter Coleman LLP 

Houston, Texas

Rachel Greene 
Greene IP PLLC 
Houston, Texas

Cristina Guerrero 
Gordon Rees Scully 

Mansukhani, LLP 
Houston, Texas

Michael Hawes 
Baker Botts L.L.P. 

Houston, Texas

Hon. Susan Hightower 
U.S. District Court 

Western District of Texas 
Austin, Texas

Sharon Israel 
Federal Circuit Bar 

Association 
Washington, D.C.

Phil Jeffrey 
Parabellum IP 

Melbourne, Australia

Joe Jiang 
The Slants 

Portland, Oregon 

Irene Kosturakis 
BMC Software, Inc. (formerly) 

Houston, Texas

Tiffany Lewis 
StoneTurn 

Houston, Texas

Shira Perlmutter 
U.S. Copyright Office 

Washington, D.C.

Leisa Talbert Peschel 
Jackson Walker LLP 

Houston, Texas

Kristopher Reichlen 
Greenberg Traurig, LLP 

Boston, Massachusetts

Catherine Rifai 
Munck Wilson Mandala 

Houston, Texas

George Schlich 
Schlich Ltd 

Littlehampton, England

Steven Spears 
Munck Wilson Mandala 

Houston, Texas

Simon Tam 
The Slants 

Portland, Oregon

Mauricio Uribe 
Davis Wright Tremaine LLP 

Seattle, Washington

Tamsen Valoir 
Boulware & Valoir PLLC 

Houston, Texas

Steve VerSteeg
Patterson + Sheridan LLP

Houston, Texas

George Webb 
Rice University 
Houston, Texas

HIPLA Officers

University of Houston Law Center

Program Selection Committee Members

Program Administrators

Conference Faculty



8:00  a.m. – 9:30 a.m. 
COMMUNITY IP BREAKFAST  
AND PRESENTATION 
Sponsored by: 
Greenberg Traurig, LLP

8:15 a.m. – 8:30 a.m.  
OPENING REMARKS 
Jorge Lozano

8:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.  
Community IP Breakfast 
Presentation 
Simon Tam 
Joe Jiang 
The Slants
9:45 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.  
Federal Circuit Patent Law:  
A Year in Review Part 1 
(Ethics – 0.25 hours)  
Mike Hawes 

10:30 a.m. – 10:45 a.m.  
BREAK

Sponsored by: 
Baker Botts L.L.P. 
10:45 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.  
Federal Circuit Patent Law:  
A Year in Review Part 2 
(Ethics – 0.25 hours)  
Steve Spears
11:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  
Copyright Update 
Professor Zachary Catanzaro

12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.  
Keynote Presentation 
and Luncheon 
Shira Perlmutter 
U.S. Copyright Office

Sponsored by: 
Womble Bond Dickinson (US) LLP
 

Houston Intellectual Property Law Association and University of Houston Law Center’s 
42nd Annual Fall Institute on Intellectual Property Law 

September 17 - 19, 2026

Moderator: 
Tyler Burdon

12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
ChIPs RECEPTION
Sponsored by: 
Forthcoming

12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
REGISTRATION
Sponsored by: 
Forthcoming

12:45 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.  
OPENING REMARKS 
Jorge Lozano

1:00 p.m. – 1:15 p.m.  
Afternoon Announcements 
Jorge Lozano 

1:15 p.m. – 2:15 p.m.  
Judicial Panel 
(Ethics – 0.25 hours) 
Hon. Susan Hightower 
Leisa Talbert Peschel, Moderator

7:30 a.m. – 8:30 a.m. 
CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST

Sponsored by: 
TBD
8:15 a.m. – 8:30 a.m.  
OPENING REMARKS 
Jorge Lozano

8:30 a.m. – 9:15 a.m.  
Supreme Court Update  
George Webb

1:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. 
IP: A View from inside the Beltway 
Sharon Israel

1:30 p.m. – 2:15 p.m.  
PTAB Update 
Christopher (Kit) Crumbley

2:15 p.m. – 2:45 p.m.  
Rule 11 and IP Litigation 
(Ethics – 0.5 hours) 
Cristina Guerrero

2:45 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.   
BREAK

Sponsored by: 
Forthcoming

3:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.  
Texas Patent Litigation in 2026: 
Venue Realignment and PTAB 
Crosswinds 
Natalie Alfaro Gonzales

3:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.  
Interview Practice Update 
Sahana Annadorai 
Steven VerSteeg

4:00 p.m. – 4:45 p.m. 
Trademark Law Update 
Catherine Rifai

4:45 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. 
Prosecution Strategies in view 
of the UPC and Unitary Patent 
Phil Jeffrey 
George Schlich
5:30 p.m. 
CLOSING REMARKS 
Jorge Lozano

7:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
SPECIAL EVENT
Moody Gardens Hotel

Sponsored by: 
Forthcoming 

2:15 p.m. – 2:45 p.m. 
Forthcoming

2:45 p.m. – 3:15 p.m. 
Patent and Trade Secrets 
Damages 
Tiffany Lewis

3:15 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.  
BREAK
Sponsored by: 
Forthcoming

3:30 p.m. – 4:15 p.m. 
Inventorship and AI 
(Ethics – 0.25 hours) 
Scott Adams

4:15 p.m. – 4:45 p.m. 
Patent Prosecution and AI: 
Navigating the Ethical Thicket 
(Ethics – 0.50 hours) 
Carlo Cotrone

4:45 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. 
The Realignment of Subject 
Matter Eligibility Guidelines 
(Ethics - 0.25 hours) 
Kristopher Reichlen

5:30 p.m. 
CLOSING REMARKS 
Jorge Lozano

6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
PRESIDENTS’ RECEPTION

Sponsored by: 
StoneTurn

9:15 a.m. – 9:45 a.m. 
The Dilemma of Filing documents 
at USPTO under Seal or 
Expunging 
(Ethics – 0.25 hours) 
Tamsen Valoir

9:45 a.m. – 10:15 a.m. 
Compliance with Export 
Controls for Patent 
Prosecution  
(Ethics - 0.25 hours)
Mauricio Uribe

10:15 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. 
BREAK 

Sponsored by: 
TBD

10:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 
Ethics, Cybersecurity, and 
Transactions 
(Ethics - 0.25 hours) 
Rachel Greene 
Irene Kosturakis

11:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
Design Patents and Copyright 
Intersection  
Holly Barnes

11:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Trade Secret Update 
Liz Flannery

12:00 p.m. 
CLOSING REMARKS 
Jorge Lozano

Thursday, September 17

Friday Morning, September 18

Friday Afternoon, September 18

Saturday, September 19



SPONSORS

SPECIAL EVENTS
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2026 
7:30 p.m. - Piano Bar Social - “Keys to Innovation”:  Network with Fall Institute attendees while enjoying our piano man, Thomas Cokinos.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2026 
9:00 a.m. - Community IP Speakers: Simon Tam and Joe Jiang of The Slants; Sponsored by Greenberg Traurig, LLP

12:00 p.m. – Keynote Speaker: Shira Perlmutter, U.S. Copyright Office; Sponsored by Womble Bond Dickinson (US) LLP

6:00 p.m. – Presidents’ Reception: Mingle with fellow Fall Institute attendees over drinks and heavy appetizers at the Moody Gardens 
Hotel. Sponsored by StoneTurn

For more information and details of events, please visit: law.uh.edu/ipil/hiplaIPinstitute/



The University of Houston Law Center is part of a Carnegie-designated Tier One public research university and an EO institution.

The Moody Gardens Hotel is located in Galveston, Texas, on Hope Boulevard.
For more information: www.moodygardens.com/
Telephone number: 409.683.4000

Program materials will be provided in an electronic format via the web and smart phone software application Whova.

Refunds will be made only if they are requested in writing no later than September 2, 2026.	

This program is pending approval for Minimum Continuing Legal Education credit by the State Bar of Texas for 14.75 hours, including 3 
hours of ethics credit.

If you have any questions about the program, please call the UH Law Center's Institute for Intellectual Property & Information Law at 
713.743.2180 or send email to IPIL@UH.EDU. 

Moody Gardens Hotel 
7 Hope Boulevard 
Galveston Island, Texas 77554
409.683.1299

Single:	 $175/night 
Double:	 $175/night 
Triple:	 $175/night 
Quad:	 $175/night 

Any cancellations must be received at least 
48 hours prior to arrival date.

All requests are subject to availability.

Reservations will be considered tentative 
unless guaranteed by the first night’s deposit 
or major credit card.

LOCATION

HOTEL INFORMATION

PROGRAM MATERIALS

REFUNDS

MINIMUM CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION

QUESTIONS?

A block of rooms has been reserved at special conference rates. Make your reservation directly with the Moody Gardens Hotel by 
phone at 409.683.1299 or using the QR code.

The deadline for making your reservation to guarantee a room at the special rate is August 27, 2026. After this date, reservations are 
made on a space-available basis only.



MOODY GARDENS HOTEL
GALVESTON, TEXAS

Please register for the 42nd Annual Fall Institute on Intellectual Property Law, in-person attendance only.

Registration costs are:

REGISTRATIONS FEES:

	 q  Government or in-house HIPLA members - $725	

	 q  Non-HIPLA members - $975	

	 q  Student limited registration - $60

HIPLA MEMBERS:

	 q  Early Registration (By September 2) - $825	

	 q  Late Registration (After September 2) - $925

		

Name .................................................................................................................................................................. Firm ......................................................................................................................................................................................... ............................

Address ..............................................................................................................................................................City .............................................................................................. State ........................... ZIP ................................. ............................

Phone ................................................................................................................................................................. Fax ............................................................................................................................................................................................ .............................

Email ................................................................................................................................................................... Bar Card No. ................................................................................................................................................................ ..............................

Registering online?  Contact us at www.hipla.org

Registering by mail?  Please return this form, including credit card information below, (no checks please) to:
		  University of Houston Law Center
	  	 Institute for Intellectual Property & Information Law
		  4170 Martin Luther King Blvd
		  Houston, Texas 77204-6060

Please indicate:     q  MasterCard  q  Visa  q  American Express

Account Number ..................................................................................................................... ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Name on Card ............................................................................................. ............................................................................................................................................................. Expiration Date...........................................................................................

Signature ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

REGISTRATION INFORMATION

ver 7/15/2026

COURSE MATERIALS:

	 q  Course materials without conference registration - $400

Meal costs are:

	 q  Thursday Special Event - $100 x __________ = $______________	

	 q  Friday Breakfast - $0 x __________ 

	 q  Friday Keynote Luncheon - $0 x __________ 

	 q  Friday President's Reception - $0 x __________ 

	                                    

                                         TOTAL AMOUNT DUE $______________


