UH Law Professor Froomkin Available to Comment on Legal Limits of FBI Involvement
in Texas Redistricting Standoff

Houston, Aug. 7, 2025 — With the FBI reportedly getting involved in tracking down Texas
House Democrats who left the state to stall a vote on the GOP’s redistricting plan for new
congressional district maps, legal clarity is more important than ever.

David Froomkin, assistant professor of law at the University of Houston Law Center and
affiliated faculty in UH’s Department of Political Science says:

“Federal government intrusion into a state’s process of self-government
should only occur when there is a clear constitutional warrant. In this
situation, the federal government has no authority to intervene and no

legitimate role to play. The Texas Constitution assigns to the Texas House

of Representatives the authority to govern House members’ attendance
and to discipline House members in connection with their attendance.
The executive and judicial branches of state government should not
interfere with that legislative authority — and the federal government
certainly should not.”

Froomkin specializes in administrative law, election law, and democratic and
constitutional theory, making him well-equipped to unpack the legal limits of federal
involvement in what is fundamentally a state legislative standoff, as well as the broader
political and constitutional implications.

You can read more about him here: https://www.law.uh.edu/faculty/main.asp?PID=8606

If you are interested in interviewing Professor Froomkin, please contact Carrie Anna Criado,
UH Law Center Assistant Dean of Communications and Marketing, 713-743-

2184, cacriado@central.uh.edu or Rashda Khan, Communications Director, 325-656-
2824, rkhan20@uh.edu.

About the University of Houston Law Center

The University of Houston Law Center (UHLC) is a dynamic, top-tier law school located in
the nation’s 4th largest city. UHLC’s Health Law and Part-time programs rank in the U.S.
News Top 10. It awards Doctor of Jurisprudence (J.D.) and Master of Laws (LL.M.) degrees,
through its academic branch, the College of Law. The Law Center is more than just a law
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school. It is a powerful hub of intellectual activity with more than 12 centers and institutes
that fuel its educational mission and national reputation. UHLC is fully accredited by the
American Bar Association and is a member of the Association of American Law Schools.

About the University of Houston

The University of Houston is a Carnegie-designated Tier One public research university
recognhized with a Phi Beta Kappa chapter for excellence in undergraduate education. UH
serves the globally competitive Houston and Gulf Coast Region by providing world-class
faculty, experiential learning and strategic industry partnerships. Located in the nation's
fourth-largest city and one of the most ethnically and culturally diverse regions in the
country, UH is a federally designated Hispanic- and Asian American-Serving institution with
an enrollment of more than 47,000 students.
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